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AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 



BY JOHN B. GOTJGH. 



PAET FIRST. 

It may be asked by riany iii:avii!u-i!.i. whoso eye,; will 
Fall on these pages, iv;iy I h;Lve fhou^lit it requisite to add 
oue to the already mum-nais autobiographies extant? I 
answer, that justice ru mj.'self, in some measure, demands 
an explicit statement of the nrais-ijjui inchl cuts in an hitherto 
eventful life; those incidents, or, at least, many of them. 
having, in frequent instances, been erroneously described 
by the- press generaily. IJcsidcs this, many who have beard 
my verbal narrations, Iimvc intimated a- desire to become 
mure fully acquahKt'l v.-iJ: ;: career, wfiidi, ii 1 r h . 1 1 1 ■_■. h It Inl- 
extended but little hcyi>;nl a. quarter of a century, has 
been fruitful of adventure. To gratify others, rather than 
myself, lias been my object in reducing to a permanent 
form my somewhat e vi ntful history. Intake no pretensions 
to literary merit, and trust this candid avowal will disarm 
criticism. Mine is, ir-ileefi. a ' short van I simple annal of the 
poor;' and if tho perusal, of these pajres should cheer some 
fainting wanderer on the world's highway, and lead him 
far from the haunts of e\ il, by the still waters of temperance, 
my labor will have been well repaid. Truth constitutes the 
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merit of my tale, if i; possess any merit] and most of 11a 
know that real life often furnishes stranger stories than 
romance ever dreamed of; ami tbat fuels are frequently 
move startling than, fiction. 

I was born on the twi^-ty-sccnm! .:f August, 1817, at 
a, romantic little wmerir'g-pa.te, named Sandgute, in tin; 
county of Kent, Knglaml. J[y fa;hcr had been a soldier 
in the fortieth and nflv-seeoa.! regiment of foot, and was 
in the enjoyment of a pension of £ 20 per annum, having 
frequently fought duimg tiie Peninsular war, and been 
wounded in the neck. I remember as well as if it had been 
Imt yesterday, how lie would go through military exercises 
with me, my mimic weapon being a broom, and my 
martial equipments some of his faded trappings. I was 
not destined, however, to see how fields were won. With 
what intense interest, have 1 cfm; listened to hia descriptions 
(if battle-fields, ami ]:uw lave I shuddered at contemplating 
the dreadful scenes which he so graphically portrayed. 
He was present at tbe memorable battle of Corunna, and 
witnessed its hero, Sir Jobn Moore, carried from that fatal 
field. ' Here, 7 be would say, ' wn; s ■.;(-;! a regiment. — lb eve 
such a battalion; in this situation was t lie enemy, — and 
yonder was the position of tin: geiieviil and bis staff.' And 
then he would go on to dejeribe tbe death of the hero, — 
his looks, and his burial near the ramparts, until my yonng 
heart would leap will: exilement. Apart from such attrac- 
tions as these, my father possessed few for a child. His mili- 
tary habits had become as a second nature with him. Stern 
discipline had been taught him in a severe school, and it 
being impossible for him to cu-i eft obi a-soeiations,be was 
not calculated to win .he deep affe-.tio'is of a, child, although, 
in every respect, he deserved and possessed my love. He 
received his discharge from the army in the year 1 823. 
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My mother's chiuncscr wns ciet its a gentler mould. Her 
heart was a fountain, '.uicnee the pure waters of affection 
never ceased to flow. Her very being seemed twined with 
mine, and ardently did 1 return her love. For file long 
Bpace of twenty ycai'.s :>'■-(:■ ij.nl occupied the then prominent 
position of schoolmistress in the village, and frequently 
planted the first principles of knowledge in tlie minds of 
children, whose parens had. years hciore, been benefited by 
her early instructions. Ami well qualified by nature and 
acquirements was she Cor the hit creating but humble office 
she filled, if a kindly hemr, and a v.'e II -stored mind bo the 
requisites. Of course, 1 received my first lessons at home; 
hat as I advanced in years;, it leeauic advisable that I should 
be sent to a school, and to one I was accordingly sent. 
There was a free school in ilie ■.ill.igo, but my father pos- 
sessed too much independence to allow him to send me to 
a eharily school, and, though he could ill afford it, paid a 
ire!, iily .-uiu for :ny histcuc'.iou alti;c »!_■:;] iiwy of Mr. Davis, 
of Folkstone. I progressed rapidly in my limited ednea- 
tion, and became a lestcljcr in tlie school; two classes, as 
was the custom, were placed under my care; the children 
of one of fhem I initiated into the art and mystery of 
spelling words of two syllables, ami taught the llulc of 
Three to a class more advanced. 

As most boys will, I sometimes got, into petty scrapes, 
and once narrowly escaped a serious disgrace. I oc- 
casionally gave the ruins to a temper which was naturally 
passionate, and on a ccrtdn occasion, when the order of 
1 Teachers to your classes ' ;•::>«. given. T exclaimed, 'I wish 
the classes were at the devil ! ' One of the boys reported 
my remark to the master, saying, 'Please, sir, I heard him.' 
He called me to him- I denied that I had uttered such 
words j hut one boy, and another, and another asserting that 
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I did, with 'Please, sir, 1 heard him, too.' my falsehood was 
discovered. I then could ili;:iy no longer: and my master 
sternly ordered me, when tkc school dosud, to take my 
slate and "books home with inc. and never return to the 
school. I sat down moodily in my place, pondering on 
what had occurred, and revolving within my mind what 
course I should pm-sue ; for I justly dreaded my Father's 
auger, and felt, convinced that he would not pass my offence 
hy lightly. After mature consideration, I went to my 
master, admitted my limit, rca.vjned with hini>and stated 
how much I feared my iiiiher'.-. : : n,wr, should I he discliarg- 
ed from the school. Nor were my entreaties without the 
desired effect; for the good man relented, and I was par- 
doned, my father neve;' knowing any tiling of the matter. 

I was now about eijjht years of /ire. mid having a keen 
taste for the beauties of nature, was often to be found 
roi'.iem;: on S;ii!iVj;e.1.i> hcac!'., gazing with wonder en ihc 
great deep, and, as T listened to its everlasting moan, little 
dreaming that three 11 ion -a rid mile? beyond was a land in 
which my lot would one day be oast. There was an old 
castle, too, in the vicinity, whit-h hail been bnilt years ago. 
— ages to my boyish mind,— hy Henry the Eighth. I 
became a great favorite of ihc keeper of this ancient place, 
and having acquired some knowledge of the history of the 
bluff king Hal, I used fo wander through the desolate court- 
yards where the rank era— i;:eiv : *it in deserted, windawless 
chambers, where the bal nestled tend the owl screamedj or 
ijaze from turret anil battlement on the. surrounding scenery. 
And I would in finny i;-.:n::.!e die p'aec with its old inhabi- 
tants, and see plumed cavidiers ;uul milled dames pacing 
the corridors or surrounding iho groaning board. Catherine 
of Arrflgon, and Ann Uolevn. with Henry's other wives, 
litied hy me. I lived, as it were, in the past ; and thus, 
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almost uaconscion.il y, my imagination was cultured, and 
my i-iiiid imbued with a love ol' bisiiay and poetry. 

My father belonged to (ho Methodist per.; lias ion. and 
my mother was a Baplist, but. tin: diticrences in doctrine 
existing between them never affected their happiness. As 
all in such cases should 'In. they a--;eed to differ. Among 
other circum stauees connected wiUi this period of my life, 
I well remember one which ninth impressed me. The 
venerable and devoted William Whber'brce resided, during 
a few of the sum met month;, a:. Sande'iitc. for the benefit of 
his health. I had heard ninth of the ;treat philiu-iibaopist. 
and was not a little delighted when my father took me to 
his lodgiegs. where .1 iii-ayer-mf.ei.ir.g was held. How it 
was, I know not, hut I attracted. j\i:. Wiiberforce's attention. 
He patted me on my head, said many kind things, and ex- 
pressed wishes for my vrk'a^e. lie also presented me with a 
book, and wrote with hi; imii ban: in; name on the fly-leaf. 
Having acquired some reputation as a good reader, he 
requested me to read to him. T did so, and he expressed 
himself as much, pleased. The «v, presented to me, I long 
since lost, but never shall I I'ur^t'. the kindly words of the 

1 have remarked, that I was (-iisidraed lobe a good reader. 
Often, whilst I have been sitiiug rending to my mother, as 
she sat working by our coti age-door, which faced the sea, 
have strangers stayed to listen, attracted by my proficiency 
in this art. There was a library in the village, kept by -Mr. 
Purday, and to this p!;a:e nimiv of ibe visitors at our water- 
ing-place resorted, to learn the news. Very frequently I 
was sent for to read to ladies anil aentlemcn: swtdihe school- 
mistress's son became a general purveyor of the gossip of 
the day. in return for whirh T was re nan led pretty liberally. 
On one occasion, a gen :i...™ an, to whom I had read some 
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portions of a news p:i >:■!-. was s:i pleased, that he took mo to 
the library, fronting ti'-c realm. I'-mem, in the same building, 
and risked me what hook I would like to take. Showing 
mo a volume which con turned Ii:.^ , :;;l'; fliical pictures, and a 
common prayer-book, he offered me cither I might ehoose. 
Now, with all the love of a lad for pictures, I ardently de- 
sired the hieroglyphic;:! dcsip.n';. lair, thinking I should bo 
considered more fiivor.ihly of if I divided on accepting the 
prayer-hook, I chose, much c;:ni::st my will, the latter. My 
choice wss a'r.ilniitleii ; anil .". lii^jit hr.lf crown into the 
bargain, consoled me for the icT- mortification my vanity 
had imposed. 

About this time I r\;iei-icner-:l a vr-y narrow escape from 
death. I went to school, at l'olkstonc, and was retaining 
from that place, one tla.y, accompanied by some Other boys, 
pl;i.yu:i; Ml wit win a-'id horses. t":iii>- hoys ] Personating quad- 
rupeds, which I was driving tit rather a rapid rate. It 
happened that a man, who was engaged in digging a trench 
by (he side of the rn.id. tii.l ::<i\ perceive the four lads I was 
driving, they having; stooped r.s- they passed; ho threw up a 
spadeful of clay, for (he purpiiso of tossing it to some little 
distance, and the sharp edge of the implement was driven 
with great force against my head. .1 instantly sunk down 
insensible and deluged with Mood. I was carried home by 
the boys, who in reality became animals of harden, still un- 
conscious, to my terriri'd p^rc.irs, a::d for days my life was 
despaired of. Even when recovery seemed probable, few- 
hopes of my returninp; rcu=mi were entertained, although, 
by the providence of God, I recovered; yet, to this day,! 
feel the effects of that blow. When excited in speaking, I 
am frequently compelled to pre— my bunds on my head, to 
Case the pricking and ihirtin;; sensation T experience; and 
never,! suppose, shall 1 he entirely free from inconvenience 
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from this source. My father hnil a tender heart, notwith- 
standing [lis habitual -Teimioss, and he never reverted to 

t':is circiunst -c In after days w about tears. 

During my father's absence in the wars, my mothers 
dream stances were very straitened, although, in addi- 
tion to school-kccpm:;, she workerl industriously at mat- 
ing a kind of iaec, tiien very fashionable, and in the 
manufacture of which ariidc she a/really excelled. On one 
occasion, when our nccrf.-itirs absolutely required extra 
exertion, she tool; her basket of work, and travelled eight 
and. a half weary milts, to the town of Dover. Arrived 
there, foot-sore and heart-weary, she threaded the streets 
nr.il lanes with her lace, seekia;: for custiiuicrs, but no; one 
did she find; and, after rduttantly abandoning the pursuit, 
she once more tunie'l her face io'.vanls her home — a home 
desolate indeed. I'ainful, bitterly painful, were my mother's 
reflections as she drew- near her door, and when she rested 
her dreadfully tired frame, she bad nothing in the house 
with which to recruit her sirensrih. During her absence, a 
gentleman had sent for nic to the 'Library, and was so 
pleased with my reading, that ho made me a present of live 
shillings; and Mr. J'urday, in addition, gave me sixpence. 
I how rich I was. Mover had I possessed so vast an 
aiiLouiit of money before, and all bins finable mc'cs or" 
spending it flitted before my fancy. I wont to play with 
some other boys until my mother's return from Dover; 
and, soon afterwards, on entering Our house, I found her 
sitting in her chair, bathed in tears. 1 asked her what was 
the matter"! when she drew me close to her, and looking 
in my face, with a niu'.uiii'ul expression which I shall never 
forget, informed me that all her weary journey had been 
fruitless — she had sold nothing. 0! with what joy 1 
drew the crown-piece and the sixpence from my pocltet. 
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and placed them in her hand; and with what delightful 
feelings we knelt down, whilst she poured out her heart in 
thankfulness to God, for tlits relief so Seasonably provided. 
My mother gave me a halfpenny for myself, and I felt far 
happier then than I did when I reeeived the shining silver 
crown-piece: it was nil my own, to Jo ai I liked with — to 
keep or spend. What an ine.ri'.^alf.e privilege! I can, in 
all sincerity, say, that never have f received money since 
then, which has afforded mo saeh solid satisfaction ; and 
some of my most plea~a;il icmhii-cenccs are circumstances 
connected with that boyish incident. 

I ought, before this, lo have mentioned that I had a sis' 
tcr, two years younger than myself, of whom I thought a 
grrat deal. She was my ilii.f playmate. I u-cd to fre- 
quently personate a clergy at a.n, being then very fond of 
imitation; and having ringed up a chair into something as 
much resembling a pulpit as possible, I would secure her 
sendees in the way of dressing up rag dolls, which consti- 
tuted my congregation, for whose especial benefit I used to 
pour forth my mimie ovafory. very couch to my own amuse- 
ment, if not to the edilicaiiou of niy dumb friends, who sat 
stiff and starched, perfed paiiciTis of propriety. Then, as 
a diversion, I manufactured, from an old bottomless chair, 
a very respectable Vimch am! .Truly hox ; and many a laugh 
have I raised among my young companions by my per- 
formances in this line. M.v pupne:<i were of home manu- 
facture, but they passed musicrwe]'. enough, espceially with 
the boys and girls, who had nov* r been fortunate enough to 
have seen the genuine pcr-ouiiiiaiions of these remarkable 
characters. 

About this time, niy fai'icr rciurnsd home, and soon 
afterwards entered the service of the l.tcv. J. 1>. Glennie, a 
clergyman of the Church of linglaml. and chaplain to Lord 
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Darnley; and here I cannot tint pay a passing tribute of 
respect to this pious and kind-hcaLted man, who always 
treated me with much consideration. His wife sent for 
inc. and presented mo wills ; l.loiLiiidge's Rise and Progress 
of Bcligion in the Soul,' ' Tin: Economy of Human Life,' 
and ' Todd's Lectures to the Young ;* works which shortly 
afterwards I perused Lit sea. when voyaging to America, 
they having been given to me the (i.iy before- I left Sand- 
al very important change in my fortunes now occurred. 
I was 12 years of age: and my father, foreseeing the diffi- 
culty of proem-its:; me a node, made an agreement with a, 
family of our village, who ^eie about emigrating to Amer- 
ica, thai they, in consideration of the sum of ten guineas, 
paid by him, should tike me with ilicm, teach me a trade, 
and provide for me until I was 21 years of age. After 
much hesitation, my moihsr, tYoro a serine of duty, yielded 
t<> this arrangement I, boy like, felt in high glee, at the 
prospects before me. Jly Jittle arm u^evnents having been 
completed, on the 4th of June, ]82!>. I. look a last view of 
my native village. The evening I was about to depart, a 
neighbor invited me to take tea at his house, which I did, 
My mother remarked to me afterwards: 'I wish you had 
taken tea with your mot Iter, John ;' ami this little circum- 
stance was a source of much pain to me in after years. 
The parting with my heloved parents was bitter. My 
poor mother folded me to ber bosom, then she would hold 
me off at arm's length, and gate i'ondiy on my face, through 
her tearful eyes, reading, only us a mo'.liet' could, the book of 
futurity for mc. She bung up, on the accustomed peg, my 
old cap and jacket, and my school-hag, and there they re- 
mained until, years after, nhc quiued I lie house. At length 
the parting words were spoken, and I quitted the home of 
;.::■;.■ :.- J : i ] ■ 1 ■ : ■_-■ ■ ji ' . perhaps forever. 
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A touching sc.hh; it was, as I went through the village 
towards the coach -ollice ilia I e-'.c.ning. As I passed through 
the streets, many a kind hand waved a farewell, and not a 
few familiar voices sounded oui a licaviy ' God bless you. 1 
There was one old dame, of whom 1 had frc omen tly bought 
sweetmeats at her green gn>:e'._v : named familiarly Gianny 
Hoghen; she called mc into her shop, and loaded me with 
good wishes. LuUs' eyes, cikfs. aial candies, although, poor 
affectionate soul, she could ill afford it. The inn was 
reached, and, in coivrair.y v.-i:li an.-.ilnn- lad, who was going 
out with our family (o meet a relative, I mounted the roof 
of the London night coach, and was quitting the village, 
when, on turning round to take a last look at it, I saw a 
crouching female form, by a low wall, near the bathing- 
machines. My heart told me n.[. once (hat it was my 
mother, who had taken 5.0 van:;: je of half an hour's delay, 
at the inn door, to proceed a Utile c.i^iaice, in order to have 
one more glance at her departing child. I never felt I was 
loved so much, as T did from ('mi. time. When we arrived 
at Ashford, we were placed iridic (lie vehicle. Amongst 
many things which impressed me on my journey, was the 
circumstance of a poor, shivering woman begging alms at 
the coach door, at miihfali:. 1'. .■ i whom I keenly felt At 
Footseray, I again was placod outiidc the coach. On arriv- 
ing near the metj-opoh'-. (/■jjects of interest increased every 
moment, and, when fairly in the great city, of which I had 
heard so much, I was almost bewildered with the crowds, 
and the multiplicity of attractive o'ljccts. A fight between 
two bellicose individuals was almost my first town cnter- 

Whilst I remained in London, I saw some of the great 

gratuitous attractions, snch as St. Paul's, the Tower, the 
Royal Exchange, the Mansion [louse, and the Monument 
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to the summit of which I ascended, and surveyed from 
thence the 'mighty mass of brick, and smoke, and ship- 
ping.' On the 10th I'ii.y of .!u''.i', uviiry thing being arranged, 
I sailed from the Thames, in the ship Helen. Passing 
Dover, wo arrived oil' Snv.ue;,'.!.;, on Sunday, when it fell a 
dead calm, and the ship's uu.-hors were dropped. I afforded 
some amusement to those around nie, by the eagerness 
with which I seized a -.eleicope. ami the certainty with 
which I averred that I saw my old home. During that 
day, boat after boat came off to us from the shore, and 
friends of the family I iv:'.s with paid them visits; hut I 
was unnoticed — 1111/ r.ih.ihoi d\: no! tome. After long and 
wearily watching, I at. last saw a man, standing up in a 
boat, with a white band round his hat. ' That's him 1 that's 
my father!' I shot: ted. lie soon got on deck, and almost 
smothered me with his kisses, from which I somewhat 
shrank, as his beard jaaiU 1 very decided impressions on my 
smooth skin. 1 heard thai my mother and sister had gone 
lo a place of worship, at some distance from Sandgate, 
winch I regretted much. "When evening came on, our 
visitors from the shore Vi'puired tu their boats, which, when 
a few yards from the ship, formed in a half circle. Our 
friends stood up in them, nmi. o\:r the culm waters sounded 
oar blended voices, as we sang : — 



Boat after boat then vanished in the gloomy distance, and 
I went to my bed. About midnight, I heard my came 
called. ac3 going on dak.] there found my beloved mother 
and sister, who, hcarim;. on their return home, that I was 
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in the offing, had paid hn!f a ^::ir-.t;i i money hardly earned, 
and with difficulty procured, bur readily and cheerfully ex- 
pended) to a boatman, ro vow them to the ship. They 
spent an hour (O, fiow plum it seemed!) with me, and 
then departed, wilt] many tear;. Having strained my eyes, 
until their boat wan no longer discernible, I went back to 
my bed, to sob away r.he rest of the morning. I felt this to 
be my first real Borrow. Grief, however, will wear itself 
out; arid, having slept so mew oaf, whan I awoke in the 
morning, a breeze having sprung tip, we were far out at 
sea. I never experience.'. I any sea sickness ; and, had my 
expectations with resiieei. 10 the family I was with been re- 
alized, I should have been comparatively happy. Occa- 
sionally, on looking over ieyli'.lh: m -rx'Jc of worldly goods, I 
would find little billets, or papers, containing texts of 
Scripture, pinned to the different articles. In my Bible, 
texts of Scripture were niarhed for me to commit to mem- 
ory; amongst them, I remember, were the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 
5th chapters of Proverb;. As we voyaged on, I soon began 
to feel a difference in my new situation ; and often did I 
bitterly contrast the treatment I received, with that to 
which I had been accustomed at home. I wished myself 
back again; but the die was east, and sol put up with dis- 
agreeables as well as I eou'.d. On the morning of the 3d 
of August, fifty-four days from ttie time of sailing, we 
arrived off Sandy Hook; and, how I longed, as we 
eailcd up the Narrows, to be on deck, and survey the 
scenery of the New World ! I was not permitted to do 
this ; for, whilst I could hear the shouts of delighted sur- 
prise wliich burst from the lips of fho passengers who 
crowded the vessel's sides. .1 was confined below, occupied 
in blacking the boots and shoes of ihe family, in order that 
thai they might he landed : sound, and in [rood order.' We 
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made the land at three in the morning, and were moored 

at the wharf, in ,\'ew VVii'.;. :■.!. fbice in £:<:. aflmvan], ri'.rlier 
an unusual thing, lis shios me generally detained some 
time at Staten Island. 

I had got sn tired of biscuit* that I most ardently 
longed for some ' soft Tommy,' and was already munching 
it in imagination, whr r. my ;rtuini.ia;is went on shore, leav- 
ing me behind. I bid aniLi'i;i:ir&l purchasing some dain- 
ties immediately, for. having received a little money for a 
cabbage-net I had made on hoard, I possessed the requisite 
funds. My capital was, however, no:, so largo as it might 
have been, for I had, Ji'ii: ot!:cr eaijitajists, negotiated a 
loan with the black cook, to whom I advanced an English 
crown. The pr:ii;i;i::l :i:'.il inferosf, 10 ibis day, remain un- 
paid, not an uncommon oaourreuro. I have been since told, 
in regard to foreign loans. To return. I was left on board 
all night, as my acquaintances did not return; and, during 
their absence, I sought for a.museoien!. in gazing from the 
vessel on the crowded wharfs. I well remember my sur- 
prise, at seeing a hoy, about my own age, inserting a plug 
of tnbae.fo in liis moult: ; but I soon became a;';us:ome;l to 
such things a- (he-se, n-.d many, too, of a far stranger nature. 
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When I did got an opportunity, I laid in it good stock of 
bread ; and having slaved about two months in York City, 
during which time 1 often strolled about the streets, we 
Started for Western ,\"eiv V u fk . I. n as frrcally delighted with 
the scenery on the Hudson river, which far surpassed any 1 
had ever before witnessed. We went to a farm in Oneida 
county, where I remained !ivn yeai\-, during which period 
I was never sent to cither a Sabbath or day school. I felt 
this much, as I bad an ardent desire in acquire knowledge; 
and, tiling of so unpt-olbable a 'il'e, am! perceiving, also, that 
no chance existed of myb; in;, taa^liT a trade, I sold a knife 
for the purpose of paying the postage of a letter to my 
father, in which I askew li.s penuk-io:) to go to Now York, 
and learn a trade. I sent off Ibis letter clandestinely, be- 
cause, hitherto, all my letters li ■■>■ -v.: ii;ui been perused by my 
guardians hefore they were dcsjiauiit:;!, and I did not wish 
their interference in this matter. In due course, I received a 
reply to my letter. My lather ;:iid li-.m, as I was old enough 
now to judge for myself, I might act according to the dic- 
tates of my own judgment. Glad enough was I to have 
my fate in my own hands, as it were, and on the 12th of 
December, 1831, I quitted Oneida county for New Tork 
city. It may easily be imagined, that I left my situation 
with hut very little rep-ii'.. 'or. nliLoiifrh by some of the 
members I was treated with consideration and kindness, 
yet .from those to whom I naturally looked for comfort and 
solace, I experienced treatment far different from that 
which my father anticipated when be intrusted me to their 
piat;lLa!islii}i. In all eor^iieiUiiU-rLess, I ean aver, that my 
situation, when I left :::is family, v.as worse than it was 
when I entered it. Here, I beg to make a remark, which 
is rendered necessary from the fact of it having been stated 
that I have represented the family a 
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drunken. Such a report never was made by me at any 
time, or in any place ; nor did (here exist foundation for 
such a rumor. Wlii.-'iv and cider v.i.ru used by the family, 
but not to excess, that I knew of. Ju pure self- defiant I 
make this statement.* 

Whilst with the family referred to, a revival of religion 
occurred in our neighborhood. My mind was much im- 
pressed, and I was ailruiitcd it member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. On my arrival in New York, I had 
half a dollar only in my pocket, and ail the goods I pos- 
sessed in the world were contained in a little trunk, which 
I curried. I stood at the Coot of t'onrtland street, after I 
loft the boat. Hundred, of peephi va-nl by, on busy feet, 
heedless of me, and f fell downline indeed. But, amidst all 
my lonely sorrow, the riili^ious hnprrssions I have just re- 
ferred to, and, more especially, those winch I had derived 
from the lips of my bi-loycl mother, afforded some rays ot 
eon; oration which i, r l:]imie;t:l tliioiiL:! the gloom. "Whilstl 
was standing, pondering wiiiihe:- J shoakl bend my steps, a 
man come up to me, and asked where he should cany my 
trunk. Then, indeed, the strong sense of my forlornness 
came to me, and I scarcely ever remember (o have expe- 
rienced more bitterness of spirit 'ban on that occasion. 
Fancy me, reader-! a boy, just fourteen years of age, a 
stranger, in a strange city, with no one to guide him, none 
to advise, and not a single soul to love, or ho loved by. 
There I was, three thousand miles distant from homo and 
friends ; a waif on life's wave, solitary in the midst of thou- 

• I nevet should have referred to this subject, had not * meddle- 
some ftllow in New York city busied himself about my affairs, 1m- 
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sands, and with a heart yearning for kindly sympathy, but 
finding none. Whilst musing on my fortunes, nil at once 
the following passage cnur-rd my mind, and afforded rat 
consolation : ' Trail in the Lord, am! do good; so shall 
thou dwell in the land, ami verily thou shall bo fed.' 
Shouldering my trunk, i entered the city ; and, having left 
my load in charge of a person, I repaired to the Brown 
■hit;, public-house, in Pearl street, i:i which place I re- 
mained until the Monrli-y mo-.uir.g fallowing, when I was 
recommended to apply to Ihu venerable Mr, Dando, who 
was then the agent ul' t'n: Ctirlsiinn .Advocate and Journal. 
To this gentleman I told my .itory, after hearing which, tie 
went with me to the Methodist hook concern (then situated 
in Crosby street), where, after some conversation, I was en- 
gaged, to attend on the nu.\t. Wednesday, as errand hoy, and 
to learn the hook-binding Imshioss ; and, for my services, to 
receive two dollars and nvn;ty-fi%v cents per week, and to 
board myself, Mr. Dando recommended me, as a boarder, 

toaMrs. M , in William street, at the rate of two dollars 

weekly; and, low as were the terms, the reader will pres- 
ently agree with me in thinking, that it was far too much 
for the accommodation I received. To my surprise, I 
found, when the hour of rest appro ached, that I was to 
share abed with an Iris I man, ■■fh.a was lying very sick of a 
fever and ague. The, poor fellow told me his little history; 
and I experienced the truth of the saying, that 'Poverty 
makes us acquainted with strange lied -fellows.' He had 
emigrated to America, heen attacked with the disease 1 
have mentioned, and now was out of money, but daily in 
the expectation of receiving soincfrom. his friends. My 
companion shivered ho much, and was so restless during 
the night, that I was wi-crr/holly disturbed; xvnd, next day, 
I told my landlady that I corcld not possibly sleep in the 
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same bed mill the Irishman again. Accordingly, the next 
night, she made me up a wretched couch, in the same 
room, under the rafter.-;. It was hard enough, and what is 
called a cat's-tail hr.il ; ;uul so wretchedly situated was it, 
that when I stretched my hand out, to pull up the scanty 
supply of bed-clothes, my finders would encounter the half 
glutinous webs of spiders, :i speiacs of insect to which I 
have had, from childhood, ami still have, an unaccount- 
able, but deeply-rooted. i-.r.:!pat!iy. "Weary as I was, from 
want of sleep on the [ircec-iiinc niiilir, I soon fell asleep ill 
my uneasy bed, hut was awoke, in the dead of the night, 
by frightful groans, uttered by my sick companion. I 
started, and found, to my surprise, that the man was up. 
I was dreadfully frip.li:e;icd. r.-.i-ie e.pociaily, as lie informed 
me that he feared he was idling to die. I asked him to let 
me call assistance ; but be positively forbade it, and then 
went and sat on the side of the bed, ! never have I 
heard such agonizing ex :;lai initio us. as broke from the lips 
of that dying man, as he called, with terrible earnestness, 
on Christ to save him. and on Go;] io be merciful to him. 
lie seemed anxious to know the hour. I told him I 
thought it was near morning, as the cock had crowed. 
After some more ii'.on.oisi^ uoiscs. he suddenly fell back on 
the bed. I heard a rattling, gurjdmj; sound, and then all 
was silent. I felt the man was dead, although I could not 
see lijm, and knew that 1 "".is alone with Death, for the 
first time. 01 bow slowly dragged on the hours nntil 
dawn; and, when the faint Ii<;h1. si niggled through a little 
window in the roof, anil grad-ialiy brought out the walls 
and furniture from the <;!ooni. Iliere lay the dead' man on 
his back, his mouth wide open, and his eyes glazed, but 
staring only as dead eyes can. With a desperate effort, I 
started from my be!, aa;"iered i;:y clothes in a bundle. 
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dressed myself outside the mom door, and roused the 
woman of the house. She received [he intelligence, with 
about as much composure as if Dealli had paid her house 
an expected and otisiu.:)i: : .ry vi,:i. and only remarked, ' Well, 
dear soul! he was very patient, ai:d is gone to glory.' 
After the poor man's deaU>, his exacted funds arrived; 
but, alas ! too late. 

I soon afterwards went to my work, and my business 
was to pack np buudk-.-; of kooj.s for Cincinnati. As I was 
working, I fell into a (rain of thought respecting my dt so- 
late situation, and, as 1 mined. the sealding testis fell, in 
large drops, on the paper I was using. Into the very 
depths of my sorrow a kirn I heart looked ; for, whilst I was 
weeping, a young lady came to me, and asked me what 
was the matter? Her tern; of kindness, and look of sym- 
pathy, won my confidence, and I informed her of the par- 
ticulars of my little history. When I had finished my tale, 
she said, 'Poor distressed child! you shall go home with 
me to-night.' I did so ; nr.d, when I arrived at her house. 
I saw her mother, who was engaged in frying cakes on the 
stove. The young girl touk her midline aside into an inner 
room, and, presently, the latter came out, and said to me, 
'Poor boy! I will be a mother to yon.' These words fell 
like refreshing dew on my young heart; and mother and 
sister, indeed, did the benevolent Mrs. Egbert and her 
daughter prove to me. Soon alter this, 1 joined the church 
in Alien street; and, after reman: a::'/ wkh :',.,■ I lei ■■■ - -ire: 
months, I removed, and boarded with my class-leader, Mr. 
Anson Willis. I aftciwardH hoarded with a Mrs. Ketchnm; 
bnt frequently wished lhat I had remained with Mrs. Egbert, 
Daring .this period of my I !!';:. eireiim nances induced me to 
leave the church, and a'xo my place of employment ; and I 
became exposed to temptation, and too soon grew thought- 
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less of religions tilings I now worked .it N. and J. White's, 
Comer of "William and Pearl street,, end. as my prospects 
were somewhat improving, I sent for my father, mother, 
and sister, to join nit in this country. On Saturday after- 
noon, in August, 1S33. a small note was brought, which in- 
formed me that my .nii)'';ur an:l sister were on board the 
ship President, then iyin;; in (he flream. I immediately 
left my work, intending t;> go to them, mid was on my way 
down Fulton street, when the sole of my shoe got loose, 
and I stepped into the bindery of Bnrloei and Wilbur, 
where I had directed my relatives to call on their arrival, 
to get a knife to cut ii oil', when T leunied that my mother 
had called at the stare, a short time before, and had left to 
go to William street. I turned into Hint thoroughfare, and 
saw a little woman, ray.idy walking, whom 1 recognized as 
her of whom I was in search. She, looked every now and 
then at a slip of paper v, hie'i she laid in her liand, and fre- 
quently glanced from it to the fronts of the houses, as if to 
ascertain some pariieiaiii' number. Much as I desired to 
speak to her, I though! i ivou'il li-y whether she would re- 
cognize me or not ; so I went behind her, passed onalitttc 
way, then turned, and met her; but she did not observe 
who 1 was. I again vent behind her, and exclaimed, 
'Mother!' At the v.-ell-'uiawn snuid she turned in a mo- 
ment, and in an instant she had elasned me in her arms, 
and embraced me in a very maternal manner, heedless of 
the staving passers-by, who were rery little used to have 
such public displays of a'Vection gut up for their amuse- 
ment. I returned wj' ; i n:t in oilier to '.he barge, in order to 
get her luggage, and, when there, v/as surprised by a great 
girl jumping into my arms, who was so altered from the 
time I saw her last, thai. I bad seine difficulty in recogniz- 
ing my sister. My father did not accompany his wife and 
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daughter, for he was !o-h io Jose his hard-earned pension, 
and was in hope:: to cile:.i a cojinri:jNi1ion with the govern- 
mcnt, anil receive a cerium sum, in lion of an annual pay- 

At that time I was in tin: receipt of rliree dollars a week, 
wherewith to support myself; and, with the few articles my 
mother brought o 

happy did I feel that evening, when my p; 
tea, in our own home. Our three cups ar 
quite a grand show, and. in innigmal.iini. > 
viands, all hough ouv meal was frugal eno 
lived comfortably together, nothing of note 
the November following, when, owing. to 
ness, and the general p 
from my place of work. This was a severe blow to us all, 
and its force was incieavcl iiy my :ivler who was a straw- 
bonnet maker, also losmg her employment. Our rent was 
a dollar and a quarter y\:.i: v,-ecl. ; h-u;. iinrlinp; it necessary to 
retrench in our expend]: me. we gave up our two rooms, 
and made one answer our purpose, Iiy dividing it into two 
(Dmpartmcnli at ni;;h;, In- hun-^u.i,- up u tiii).|:or;ii-y curtain. 
Our rent was now red need (o (iff.y ecms a weeh, and all our 
goods and chattels were ouiumed in the garret, which we 
continued to occupy until my mother's dentil. Things 
gradually grew worse and worst!. Winter, in all its ter- 
rors, was coming on ns, who were ill prepared for it. To 
add to our troubles, wood, during that season, was very 
high in price, and, in addition to want, we suffered dread- 
fully from cold. I ol.r'iir.cd employment only nt uncertain 
intervals, arid for shun periods, as errand-boy in a book- 
store, in Nassau street, and in a bindery; but, even with 
this aid, we were sorely oil', and painfully pinched. Thus 
was the whole of that- dniury wintur one continued scene 
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of privation. Our sorrows wore :;;t;;invated by my poor 
mother's sickness. and omv.pp:uetbea;au to grow wretchedly 
scanty. I remember my mother once wishing for some 
broth, malic from mutton. Not being able to bear that she 
should want any thine; s!i.-. rci.circd. I took my test coat, 
and having pawned it, procure:! her some meat, and tlius 
supplied her wants, so fur as practicable. Often and often 
have I, when we were ilcstirui.e of wood, and had no money 
to procure any, gone a mile or two inio the country, and 
dragged home sueli pieces as I might find lying about the 
sides of the road. Food, too, iv;u sometimes wanting ; and 
once, seeing my mother in tears, I ascertained that we had 
no bread in the house. 1 could not bear the sight of such 
distress, and wandered down a street, sobbing- as I went 
A stranger accosted me, am! nske-i! me what was the mat- 
ter ? 'I'm hungry,' said 1 ; \i;id so is my mother.' 'Well,' 
said the stranger; 'I can't do much; but I'll get you a 
loaf;' and when I tout, thi.s ilirtu cent piece of bread home, 
my mother placed the liible on our o'd riekctty pine table, 
and, having opened it, read a portion of Scripture, and then 
we knelt down, iliauki;:;; (lod for his goodness, and asking 
his blessing on what, we were about to partake of. All 
those MilTcrim:;s and privations iny poor moiker bove will) 
Christian resignation, nnr! aevcr ilid she repimj through all 
tha.t dreary season. 

As the spring came or;, both iny sister and myself got 
employment again, a.od our silu.il ion was bettered for a time. 
I now earned four dollar; acd a 1ml fa week; and was en- 
abled to redeem my coat. A happy day was that, when I 
went in it with my sister (u a [dace of worship. I would 
here mention, that, during all that bard winter, wo received 
no charitable assistance from any source. Once, and only 
once, my mother spoke of some- wo oil which was to bo 
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given away to the pom-. :it the City Hall ; but I refused to 
allow her to apply foe relief there, knowing well that she 
would lie subjected to the insulting questions of hard- 
hearted officials, who took advantage of their office to insult 
the unfortunate children of penary. Pity it is, that kind 
actions cannot always be performed in a kindly spirit ; but, 
too often, such is not the case, in this cold-hearted world. 
Glad to this day am I, that I prevented her from being 
mortified by a contumely, which 1 wmi not bear to think she 
(should hive borne. 

And now comes on,' of the ino;t. terrible events of my 
history, an event which almost bowed me to the dust. The 
summer of 1834 was exceedingly hot; and as our room 
was immediately under the roof, wliidi hart but one small 
window in it, the hear ivns almost intolerable, and my 
mother suffered much from this cause. On the eighth of 
July, a day more than usually warm, she complained of 
debility, but as she hid lid'ove sadoved from weakness, I 
was not apprehensive of da:;jivr, and .-'lying I would go and 
bathe, asked her to provide mo some rice and milk against 
seven or eight o'clock, when I should return. That day 
my spirits were unusually exuberant. ) laughed and sung 
with niv young or. in nan ions, as ii' not a cloud v/as to be 
6ecn in all my sky, when one. was thou gathering whieh was 
shortly to burst in fatal thunder over my head. About 
eight o'clock I returned home, and was going np the steps, 
whistling as I went, when my sister met me at the threshold, 
and seizing me by the kind, exclaimed, 'John, mother's dead! ' 
What I did, what I said, I cannot remember ; but they told 
me, afterwards, T grasped my sister's arm, laughed franti- 
cally in bar face, and iV.ou lot some as mutes seemed stunned 
by the dreadful intelligence. As soon as they permitted 
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me, I visited otir garret, tin'" a rhambcr of death, and there, 
on the floor, lay all that remained of bur whom I had loved 
so well, and who had been a friend when all others had 
forsaken me. There flic lay, with her face tied up with a 
handkerchief; — 



1 how vividly came then to my mind, as I took her 
cold hand in mine and ge.wi ciu'RC'iiy in her qniet face, all 
her meek, enduring love, her uncomplaining spirit, her 
devotedness to hci* Jiiis!j:;ii,:I mid children. All was now 
over j and yet, as through the livelong night I ant at her 
side, a solitary watcher by the dead, I felt somewhat resigned 
at the dispensation of Providence, and was almost thankful 
that she was taken from the ' evil to come. 1 Sorrow and 
suffering had been her lot through life; now she was freed 
from both ; and loving her as I did, I found consolation in 
thinking that she was ' not loir, but i_';>:;c before.' 

I have intimated, that I sat all night, watching my moth- 
er's cold remains; such was literally the fact] and none 
hut myself and God can tell what a night of agony that 
was. The people of the house accommodated my sister 
below. When the morning dawned in my desolate cham- 
ber, I tenderly placed the passive hand by my mother's 
side, and wandered out into t'-.c a? ver almost quiet streets. 
I turned my face toward-, f ! i ■. - wliuvf, and. arrived there, sat 
down by the dock, g^/lug wirli nii-bmcj.oly thoughts upon 
the glancing waters. All that had passed seemed to ma 
like a fearful dream, and with difficulty could I at certain 
intervals convince myself that my mother's death was a 
fearful reality. An hour or two passed away in this dreamy, 
half-delirious state of mind, and then I involuntarily pro- 
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ccedcd slowly towards my wretched home. I hail eaten 
nothing since the prccedin;; afternoon, but hunger seemed 
like my other senses to have become torpid. On my arrival 
at out lodgings, I. found that a coroner's inquest had heen 
held on ray mothers corpse, and a note had heen left by the 
official, which staled ihiil it mast be interred by noon of the 
following day. What was 1. to do ? I had no money, no 
friends, and what hj- p rhaps v.-,;h: than all, none to sym- 
pathize with myself and my sisicr, but the people about us, 
who could afford tin: oeca-ionr:! exclamation, 'poor things !' 
Again I wandered into the directs, without any definite 
object in view. I had a i a.auo idea thai my mother was 
dead, and must lie hnried, and little feeling beyond that. 
At times, I even forgot this sari reality. Weary and dispir- 
ited, J at last once more souglu my lodgings, where my 
sister had been au*ioi;slyv,-ni.eliing for me. I learned from 
her, that, during my allure, some persons had been and 
brought a pine bos to the house, into which they hod placed 
my mother's body, and vik.cn it off in a cart, for interment, 
Tfiey had but just gone, she said. I cold her that wc must 
go and sec mother buried; and we hastened after the 
vehicle, -which we soon overtook. 

There was no 'pomp and circumstance' aboul that 
humble funeral ; hut never went a mortal to the grave who 
had been more truly loved, and vnm then more sincerely 
lamented, than the silent traveller towards Potter's Field, 
the place of her interment. Only two lacerated and Weed- 
ing hearts mourned for her; but as the almost unnoticed 
procession passed through :i:o streets, 'cars of more genuine 
sorrow were stud, tha\ IVcq mcji ily fall when 

' Scale :i;-'.!!i'.l fiiLlil cIViirlli fcc.iv.n ai f'nst.' 
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We soon reached the burying -ground. In the same carl 
with my mother was another mortal whose spirit had put 
on immortality. A little cTiili L ! h oofim lay beside that of 
her who had been a sorrowful jiil^rim for many years, and 
both now were about, to lie side by side in. the 'narrow 
Bouse.' When the iijl'am', collin was. taken from the cart : 
my sister hurst into ti'r.rs, and tbo driver, a rough-looking 
fellow, with a kindness of nianm:- that touched us, remarked 
to her, 'Poor little ih'my;-. : !.;s bettor off where 'tis.' Inn- 
deceived him in his idea :: J to :!iis supposed relationship of 
the child, and informed him that it was not a child hut out 
mother for whom we mourned. My mother's coffin was 
then taken out and plaeed in a trench, and a little dirt was 
thinly sprinkled over it. So was. she buried! 

There was no buriai- service read, — none. My mother 
was one of God's creatures, hut she had lived. — died 
amongst the poor. She had bequeathed no legacies to 
charitable institutions, and how could the church afford 
one of its self-deny in <_' men to pray over her pauper-grave 1 
She had only been an affectionate wife, a devoted mother, 
and a poor Christian ; so how could a bell toll with any 
propriety as she drew near to her final resting-place? No 
prim undertaker, who measured yards of woe on his face 
according to the number oi' hai.ba.nds and gloves ordered 
for the funeral, was ihsre, mid what ntKil, then, of snrplicetl 
priest? Well, it was some comfort to mo, that my poor 
mother's body could 'rest in h ope. ! without file hired ser- 
vices of either; and I could not help feoling and rejoicing 
that he who wept at. the p'ave of Lazarus, was watching 
the sleeping dust of his servant. O! miserable indeed is 
the lot of the poor; — a weary, struggling, self-denying life, 
and then a solitary death and an u:. blessed p-ave '. 
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From that great 0( .'I^o ; 1 1 n we went forth together; and, 
unheeded by the biisi'ing crowd, proceeded sadly to our 
now rksobue chamber, nUeve wt sai down and gazed vacant- 
ly around the cheerless room. One by one tlie old familiar 
objects attracted our notice. Among oilier articles, a little 
saucepan remained on tin: ex:iiif:;;i.d:(\l embers in the grate, 
with rice and milk burned to its bottom I This was what 
my mother was pi'cparir.i: ft,:' nu' against my return from 
oatliing, and the sight renewed my remembrances of her 
tare, which it so hftupofic-d v.'i'.scxei\is^lfor me in her latest 

moments. I afterwards was : 1 1 tVi d that she was found 

lying cold on the Hour, by a voang man who passed our 
hjjm-door, on the way to lii.-s own, and saw her lying there. 
She seemed to bate been engaged in splitting a piece of 
1 : h a :--.'.-< ..j d wi:a a koil'c, and it is supposed that, whilst 
stooping over it and forcing do-.vn ;';■■. knife, she was seized 
with apoplexy, and immediately expired. 

Whilst we were sadly conremphiing our situation and 
circumstances, and calling lo mind many sayings ami 
doings of our lost moiher. 1 ij^an to think about our future 
course, and said to in; sister, : Now, Mary, what shall we 
do?' She remarked something. 1' forget what; and I, i,. 
turn, made an observation; to the effect, as well as 1 can 
remember, that we ecu M take al] oar furniture on our backs! 
when we, both of in. brcke on! into a i iobel: lir of baighur, 
which lasted for several minutes; and I never, either before 
or since, remember to have been so entirely unable to con- 
trol myself. It was a strange thing to hear that hitherto 
silent chamber, in which, for hours, we had scarcely spoken 
above a whisper, echoing such unaccustomed sounds, but 
io it was | and I am unable in explain why, unless it be on 
the principle of reaction. And yet it was not the laugh of 
joy, but more like the feariitjy hysterical mirth of sad 
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dcned hearts, in which, for the 1.1 mo. all the feelings of 
youth had been imprisoned, hue by one wild effort had 
broken foi'th, shoutim-, w:*i) mdural lur. unbidden glee. 

On that Wednesday night, "I could not hear to remain in 
the house, so I sauntered out. and passed the long hours of 
darkness in Ihe streets; — to lie down I felt -was impossible, 
so great was my weight of woe. The next day I passed 
wearily enough, and a; night J procured a little sleepy but 
from the afternoon of my mothers death, not a morsel of 
food had passed my lips. I loathed food, and it was not 
until the Friday evening thai J was persuaded to take any. 
Everything about us so forcibly and painfully reminded ne 
of her we had lost, thai, my sinter and myself determined 
to remove from our lodging? ; and. Laving disposed of our 
feather-bed and a low little manors to tiie woman of the 
house, we paid a week's board in advance at a house in 
Spring street. I now began to feel the effects of my 
night-wa tellings and ncgleei of food, and was taken so sick, 
that a eity physieiau attended me for three or four days, 
As soon as I recovered, I mpiivcd for my old and kind 
friends, the Egberts. They were in the eity, and I proceed- 
ed to their house, in SislT'nlk street, where I was received 
cordially, and kindly r.iir.-cd. wiih a'.l the care of a mother 
antl tister, daring the went time which followed my indis- 
position. My sister ami I had separated, as she boarded 
whei-e she worked, in the upper part of the city. 

As soon as I had sufficiently recovered, 1 scraped together 
what money I could, and went on a visit to the family with 
whom I left England. Willi them I remained two months, 
and received many condolence! on the subject of my moth, 
ei's death and my lonely situation ; but after, and, indeed, 
during this time, I could not help feeling that my absence 
would not be regretted, so I made preparations for quitting 
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them. Whilst in the country. [ spenr. si few days Willi Mr. 
Elijah Hunt, who, togoibei- v. i(!i Mis. 1'tiini, were extremely 
kiud to me. As my M-earing apparel was gelling shabby, 
Mi-. Hunt, in the liimlc-.-t maicaa, provided me with a twen- 
ty-live dollar suit, trauma; t;; my lamor for repayment when 
it lay in my power. Never shu'l 1 forgot the kindness of 
him and his family (o mc lit that time. I started for New 
York about September, and Micro went to work for Mr. 
John Gladding, who dvi::vs hdir-veo kindly towards me. I 
boarded in Grand street; and about this lime kid the foun- 
dation of many of my future sorrows. 

I possessed a tolerably good voice, and sang prctfy well, 
bavin;; aLso the faculty of imitation rather rdrongly devel- 
oped; and, being well Flocked with amusing stories, I g or. 
introduced into the socle'.v of thoughtless and dissii>ated 
young men, to whom niv 'alcuis anuie me welcome. These 
companions were what If termed respectable, but they drank. 
I now began to attend the theatios ;'Vei L acn|.ly, and felt ambi- 
tious of strultiug ffi;/hour 11,1011 the ilagc. iiy slow but sure 
degrees I forgot the lessons of wisdom which my mother 
had taught mc, lost nil relifdi for the great truths of religion, 
neglected my devotion?, and considered n>] actor's situation 
to be the laphisuiira of greatness. ( well remember, in my 
early days, having eniertisincd, through [he influence of my 
mother-, a horror of theatres; ami once, as 1 walked up the 
Bowery, and watched (he multitudes passing to and fro 
from the steps of the phiy-l 101 i-.fi ilicrc. which I had mounted 
for the sake of a hotter view of the busy scene, this passage 
of Scripture eame to my re collection, ' The glory of the 
Lord shall cover the face of the earth as the waters cover 
the sea;' and I mentally offered up a prayer that that time 
might speedily arrive. Not. very long :if 'forwards, so low had 
I fallen and so despcr.it c'y bad ( bafkslidden, that at tha very 
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floor of that same theatre, which I had, five yeans before, 
wished destroyed, as a Iciople ol'siii, T stood applying Cur a 
situation as actor and comic singer! "Mo longer (lid I wish 
a church should be built oil the -he of the theatre; that very 
place of enter [aim ii en I !i:nl become at first :i chosen, ami now. 
to support excitement, an almost necessary, place of resort. 
I afterwards performed at the franklin Theatre, under the 
assumed name of Gilbert, which my mother bore before she 
married, when a comic song of mini; was so encored that 
I was encouraged to purine tin; course I entered on, hut I 
dill nol at that time. 

During this period, I worked pretty steadily at my busi- 
ness, but such were my growing habits of dissipation, that, 
although receiving five dollars a wee!;, T squandered every 
cent away, and was continually in debt. My proceedings, 
too. became chiiracferi/ed l;y a hitherto uiifolt recklessness. 
One morning a young mat; came to me and informed me 
that a great fire bad broken ottt down the street. (I had 
belonged to a volunteer fire-engine company, and also to a 
dramatic society, which held their meetings at the corner 
of Anthony street ami .lirosdivay, and which had greatly 
tended to increase my habits of irregularity.^) I passed by 
the information lightly aid .■■ok'ishly, saying, 'Let it hum 
on, it wont hurt me.' When I had finished my breakfast, 
some one informed inc. the lire was in the neighborhood of 
the shop where 1 worked. This alarmed me; and I pro- 
ceeded towards my place lit' business, where I arrived just 
in time to see the flames hurling through the workshop 
windows. By this disaster, iiJihongh T had so little antici- 
pated it, I lost what 1 could ill a Took an overcoat and some 
hooks ; and worse than this T was thrown out of employ- 
ment; so that I was injured hy the lire, which I had so 
confidently thought ' could not hurt me.' 
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Mr. Gladding, after the fire, uetcnnining to remove to 
Bristol, lihortc Island, ar.d si.;: up in business there, invited 
mo to accompany him. I therefore left New York, and re- 
mained in his employ for about a year, during w!;ich time 
nothing of importance- transpired. In February or March, 
1837, however, Mr. U'n:l,iir;g fulled, and as I was again 
obliged to seek for occupation. 1 proceeded to Providence, 
and there continued my drinkm:; habits. I succeeded in 
procuring work at Mr. lSrie.vn'., in Market Row, and expe- 
rienced ranch kindness .at his hands. Here I might, and 
ought, to have done veil, hat fin' my unfortunate habits of 
dissipation, which gradually increased, and which were 
every day treasuring up misery for me. 

It hap pone '1 that, at this time, a ( ompany of actors were 
performing at Providence. .1 got acquainted with them. 
and being stiongiy advised by tliem to make an essay on 
the stage, I acceded fo theii' wishes and followed my 
own inclinations with respect to I he matter. It could not 
he expected thai, connected with the stage, I could follow 
steadily a more sober occupation. Nor did I; for I worked 
only at uncertain intervals, frequently was absent for days 
together, and, as a necessary consequence, incurred the dis- 
pleasure of my employer, who soon after discharged me 
from his shop, on the ground of inattention to my business, 
although I was acknowledged by him to he an excellent 
workman. I now entirely gave myself up to the stage, and 
gained some reputation tor the manner in which I per- 
formed a low line of character, ISriiliant, however, as I 
thought my prospects to be, I was doomed to disappoint- 
ment j for, before long, Ihe theatre came to a close, and I, in 
common with the other mcni'iors of the company, failed to 
receive remuneration for my services. Thus was I again 
thrown ou my own rcsourees. and. with a tarnished reputa 
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tion, my situation was l',ir worse tlmu it had hitherto been, 
I tried to obtain employnient, but. none could I obtain ; and 
although I wished tu gel out of the town, I was unable to 
do So from want of funds. My clothes had grown shabby, 
and I was guiltless of wearing more than one suit Worse 
than this, my ajipetne fin' Jim::;; drink was increasing, and 
becoming a confirmed habit — the effect of almost un- 
limited i : : il n!. fi i;t 1 1- 1: . I was now reduced to ;ili>ijLulo want. 
My hoarding- ho use account hud assumed an unpleasant 
aspect, and, more than once, had I received threatening 
notices fo quit. One night I was reduced to extremities, and 
so poorly was I off, that I was compelled to wander about 
the streets, from niglil ur.l.il almo.se morning, in order to 
keep myself warm. In pure desperation, I repaired to one 
of the very lowest class of h- >tv!s, where I oluinv.l :i isi inst- 
able lodging. It happened, at this time, that a person 
visited Providence who warned to engage some performers 
for u theatre which was to npcu. fur a short season, in Boa- 
ton. To this person, whose name was Barry (and who, 
afterwards, was lost, with his whole stock company, whilst 
going to Texas), I was introduced ; and ho was, at the same 
time, informed of my necessity, Mr. Harry, with a kind- 
ness, which was well meant, said lie would take me to Bos- 
ton with him, on his own :T?i"jnsil>i!ity, and use his infln- 
ence In my behalf. I left Providence, on a Sunday morn- 
ing, and succeeded in getting an engagement in Boston. 
During this time, my sister was working at her trade in 
Providence. I performed low comedy parts, until the 
theatre closed, in 1S3", when I was again deprived of pay, 
and once more thrown, like a football, on the world's great 
highway, at the mercy of every pa-sing foot. My appear- 
ance was now shabby enough, as that of a strolling player 
generally is. All my little stock of moaey was spent as 
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fast as I received it ; and. once more, i was absolutely in 
want. Like m:raj others, similarly circumstanced to my- 
self, 1 eperioneed, in my adver.i"}', kiuiliu.-.-s from '.v.iuieu. 
A Mrs. i'ox, witii whom I boarded, ""as quite aware of my 
destitute situation, and betteiolently afforded me a home 
and subsistence until T could once more obtain work. This 
I at last did, at Mr. .Benjamin liiaillcy's, end in his employ 
I continued until the monl.Ii of Jaiiuaiy, 1 338, when I was 
discharged. The rensou ussii'iud by Mr. Bradley, for my 
dismissal, was what might hare been expeeted from a 
knowledge of my habits. He said I was too shabby in ap- 
pearance for a shop, and it was his opinion, as well as that 
of oilier*, il'.ut I drank too much. I hud paid my board at 
Mrs. Fox's lip to thai Unit, but was now i'.piii! williou" a 
cent, and was in the dqiths oi' trouble, until I accidentally 
heard that a parson at 5ewl jury port n as in want of a binder, 
to whom lie was willi-L? io give six collars a week wages. 
Small aa was tins re :m mo rat ion, I need scarcely say that I 
eagerly accepted the offered salary, and travelling, partlj 
by stages, and partly in cars, entered Kcwburyport late in 
l!ie evening of dm iKuli of January. The next inor'ii:^ 1 
commenced worl; in my no- v.- siiuu.iion, and, for a few weeks, 
by a desperate effort, J inariaaed in keep free from the in- 
toxicating cup. I was bow M>('ipii.raii'.'oly steady, and gave 
satisfaction to my employer; but this state of things, un- 
happily did not last long 1 , for, I regret to say, I had a long- 
ing for society, and fowl formed an acquaintance with com- 
panions who were calculated io destroy any resolutions of 
amendment which I had formed. I joined a fire-engine 
company, and, before lou?. I was a«'::iiu on the high-road of 
dissipation, neglecting my business, destroying my reputa- 
tion, which was already damaged, and injuring my health. 
Work, irr-yv s'acl; toward j t j i-:- July of that year, and, as 
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I could not cam sufficient io snppa: myself at my trade, I 
t-ohiaced another ix-ciipalkiii; and entered into an arianKC- 
ment, with the captain of a iisbhii-lniat, to go a voyage 
With him down Chaleur bay. My sea experiences were 
somewhat severe, si 3 will pre.sciiilv bo seen; but as there 
was no rum on board. 1 was fnrced io keep sober, and that 
at least, saved me .-. considerable ri mount of suffering. 
When, however, I went on shore, 1 made up for my forced 
abstinent*; by pottle-deep potations, and my visit to another 
"vessel was generally accompanied by si carousal, if rum was 
by any means to be obtained. In consequence of what is 
commonly called a : spree,' 111 y lilt was, at one time, placed 
in cor.sidcs'able jeopardy. Hiweral of our crew, with my- 
self, had been on board a neighbouring vessel, and, on 
our return at night, I was, ai iiri^lit be expected, very 
drank. The boat was rowed to the side of our craft, and I 
was so much intoxicated, tlisit, inimificet), I lay at the bot- 
tom of the boat. As customary, when the rest of the crew 
got on board, the bonis was fssstenc.d in the bow of the boat, 
which was drawn up. In consequence of this, as the bow 
was hoisted with a jerk, I was linn;: violently, from where 
1 was lying, to the stem, and (he force of the blow effectu- 
ally awakened me. I called out, and alarmed my compan- 
ions, just in time to prevent heinL," thrown overboard; and 
was soon resetted from my perilous position. It seemed 
that they had not ntiriceil me in the boat when they left it, 
and supposed, in the dark scramble, 1 had got safely on 
board. So was my lac a^ain saved by an all-wise Provi- 
dence ; but I was so closely wrapped up in my garb of 
thoughtlessness, that I passed by the matter with little 
(.bought or thankfulness. 

And yet, at this time, I did not consider myself to bo what 
in reality I was — a drunkard. Well enough did I know. 
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from bitter experience, flint character, situations, and 
health, had been periled, in consequence of my love of 
ardent spirits. I felt too. an aclasis void in my breast, and 
conscience frequently ii>l=l rue that J was on (lie broad road 
to niin; bnt that I was what ail men despised, and I 
itiuoiiK Ititni, dclesicih I could m.t briii^ myself lo believe 
I would frame many excuses for myself — plead my own 
cause before myself, as judge and jury, until I obtained, at 
my own (i iii-ids, a willing acquittal. 0! how little does the 
young man dream that he is deceiving himself, though not 
others, whilst pursuing so fatal a course as was mine. He, 
as I did, abhors the name of ' c.rniikiiri',' wbibi :i;> oih .1. 
v.'oi-r! mi iipily and accurately dciino; his r.o^iiioa. 

The purpose of our voyajre- liiwiu-r been answered we 
prepared for our homeward .-ail, aii'l were malting for port 
when a violent storm hurst over us. It was a Southeaster, 
and in our perilous position off Cape Sable none of us ex- 
pected (o weather it. Tor hours we expected to go to the 
bottom, and scarce a hope rciniiiriwi [0 cheer us, the cap- 
tain haviajr given up every thing for lost. We could 
discern tlie sea breaking vln^iTirly over the Brazil rock 
fiiiir miles and a '.u'f off from in mid w« were r;i;iiil[y 
drifting to the coast ; but in thai dreadful season, strango 
to tell, I suffered bat very li:tIo, if a:;y thing, from alarm or 
anxiety. What to attribv.tc this feeling, or rather absence 
of feeling to, I know not ; but so it was, that owing to cal- 
lousness or some other cause, I felt not the slightest fear, 
although some old 'Salt,' were dreadfully anxious, and 
prayed in agonizing accents for deliverance. I sat as 
calmly as ever I remember to have ilone in my life whilst 
wave after wave clashed o-- c:r ills i™! vessel, making every 
timber creak, and her whole frame to quiver as if with 
mortal agony. By the mercy of God, however, the wind 
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shifted to the westward. nt:tl by n.^iii.? of the only rag of a 
sail which remained to as we managed to crawl off. Next 
morning at day ligi it Laving diseoviTod laud we made to- 
wards it, and about noon anchored in Shelburne bay, Nora, 
Scotia, where we remained I'>:isr c.iough to replace a lost 
sail, and repair our damaged vessel. We soon set sail 
once more, and I arrived in Newburyport on the first Sun- 
day hi November, gbtd enough to be freed from my im- 
prisonment for three and a half months in a small vessel of 
fifty tons burden. 

Once more on land I cn^u^ed 1c work at my own busi- 
ness, and did so for sonic time- with Mr. Tilton. Not long 
■it'r-.TWiU'd' .1. (jiLu::i.''l into '.be neit.iiiaonia; state, and com- 
inoijced housekeeping, having earned money sullident by 
my fishing voyage to purchase some neat furniture. In 
my new' condition I might have done well, for I had every 
prospect of success, had il not been for my craving after 
society, which in spite of having a home of my own I still 
felt. Alas! forgetful of a linshiLiid's homo duties I again 
became involved in a rihssijiiUoiI social network, whose fat.il 
meshes ioo Sui^y eiuangled me, and Mjiiiitcd me !bc Ibat 
active exertion which was now rciviered doubly necessary. 
I continued at my work until the month of June, when 
business becoming slack. I aydn wc::t on a fishing excur- 
sion with my wife's hrorlier, the riLptain of the boat, into 
the Bay of I'undy. We were away this time for only six 
weeks, and returned in sale:;-, -.■. i lT i cj i ; l having encountered 
any ibing worthy of note. 

During my resident e ai ".S"f.v-"!>i; •■■■ port, my early serious 
impressions on one occasion in a measure revived, and 1 
felt some stingmgs of conscience for my neglect of the 
Sabbath and religious observances. I recommenced 
attending a place of worship, and for a short time I 
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attended the Rev. Mr. Campbell'?, church, by whom, as 
ivoH :i= by several of his members., I. vvai n-crilvd ivilli much 
Christian kindness. J. was otto:i 'iiviicd 10 Mr. Campbell's 
house, as well as to t-boac of some of liia hearers, and it 
seemed as if b favorable l.r. mi via 1 - point or erisis in my for- 
tunes had arrived. Mr. Campbeil was good enough to 
ini'.t'ifesl a very grcai iiiiaesi in toy >velb:re, sud iVf.T-iu.T.tly 
experienced a hope ilial I -diouid be enabled, although lute 
in life, to obtain an education. And this I might have 
a.ceuircd harl not my evil ge.niin prevenred my unking any 
etViji'li :o oht-b; so dcskablc ;'.:! end. My dc-iiv for strc.ii:; 
liquors and company ss.eim:;l to present an insuperable 
harrier against all improvement ; and. after a few weeks, 
every o^jii'iilion iii'tcr belter tli'mt;; had ceased, (Mi'j l.ui(i 
of promised comfort was crushed. Again I grieved the 
8pirit which had beer- striving -.villi my spirit, and ere long 
became even more addicted lo the uso of the infernal 
draughts which had already wrought me so much woe. 
than at any previous period of my existence. 

And now my circ.H instances began to be desperate indeed. 
In vain vren all my cfibrtsi io obtain work, and at last I 
became so reduced, ii.ar ah time- I did not know, when one 
meal was ended, ivherc on the face of the broad earth I 
should find another. Further mortification awaited me. 
and by slow degrees ( became aware of it. The young 
men with whom I had associated in bar-rooms and parlors, 
and ivlio wore a little better clothieg tbim V could iiiforrl lo 
put on, oue after anothci began to drop my acquaintance, 
If I walked in the public streets I too qtiickly perceived 
the cold look, the averted eye, the half recognition.— and to 
a sensitive spirit, such as 1 possessed, saeh treatment was 
almost past endurance. To add to the mortification, 
caused by such treMieeni. :i bap;>cned that those who had 
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!,ii];;:!(:(i tin; loiuicsl at. my Mings j-.lus storks, ami \i-]x.) h:id 
liooii social enough with me in the bar-room, were the very 
iialividual) who .^-c:uu:l mo-' ;.-li:iiiii:i: of my iH?i.jiiIsirkl.iUii. , C. 
I felt that I was shunned by tin: i-cs|iri:tuble portion of tho 
community also, and once, on iis!fi:i<r. a lad to accompany 
me in a wall;, lie hdoimed me that his father liad cau- 
tioned him against associating with me. This was a cut- 
ting reproof, and I felt it more deeply than words can 
express. And could I wonder at it.? No. Although I 
lu:iv have used bine;- '.von:- u^aiusl tfyu-L- |!aronL jny con- 
science told mu that hi: had done m. more than his duty in 
preventing his son beim;- iuiiucmad by my dissipated habits. 
Oh ! ho iv ou.cn have I In id down and bitterly remembered 
many who had hailed nty arri m 1 in their company as a 
joyous event. Then plaudits Mould ring in my ears, and 
peals of laughter ring again in iny deserted chamber ; 
then would succeed stillness only broken by the beatings of 
my agonized heart, whiv.h h:St that tliu gloss of respecta- 
bility had worn oil' and exposed my threadbare condition. 
To drown these reflections I would drink, not from love of 
the taste of the liquor, but to become so stupefied by its 
fumes as to steep my toi-rcv- in a 'unit oblivion; and from 
this miserable stupor I wotdd iv.'ke to a fuller conscious- 
ness of my situation, and again would I banish my reflec- 
tions by liquor. 

It has been said, thai no one is ever utterly forlorn and 
friendless. Whether thin- be the case or not, it is not for 
me i:> decide. In my own cti.^c, and in wbnt seemed m t 
last extremity, I obtained some assistance. There resided 
in Newburyport a countryman of mine, named Low. Ho 
was an Englishman, and perhaps fi It some interest in mo 
as an old-countryman. Mr. Low was a warm-hearted and 
generous-minded man, ami. perceiving that I possessed 
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38 ABTOBlOOJiPHt. 

some ii'iiliUcs, wliidi Ur: r (-fretted to sue thrown away, he 
very kindly manifested ,l ilf-siro to ailbnl me assistance. He 
was a rum-seller, ami I hail spent many a shilling sit his 
bar, so that he hail !'n-qiii - 1 opportunities of becoming ac- 
quainted with my ' ways and means.' It occurred to me, 
tliat if I could get some tools, it lvns just possible I might 
get into business, and, by perseverance and sobriety, suc- 
ceed in redeeming myself from the fallen state I was in, 
and, in some measure, a! lensl, retrieve my fallen, ruined 
fortunes. Mr. Law assisted me very materially in my en- 
deavors to regain a. respectable, position in society, by fur- 
nishing me with snub-ionl fundi Sir procuring tools, so that 
I might work on my own account. 

Despite of all that hurt occurred, my good name was not 
so far gone, but that I n:i;;ht have succeeded, by the aid of 
common industry and attention, in my business. I was a 
good workman, found no rtiilicuhy in procuring employ- 
ment, and, I have nor the sli-jlitr*! rlij-ibt, should have suc- 
ceeded in my endeavors to got on in the world, but for 
my unhappy love of .stirnuhilinL; drinks, and my craving for 
society. I was now my own master — all restraint was re- 
moved, and. as mi^'U ho expected, I did as T pleased in my 
own shop. 1 became careless, v.-as of! en in the bar-room, 
in- carousing in the pa-dor, alien ( should have been at my 
bindery; and, instead of -pending my evenings at home, 
in reading or conversation, they were, ahnost invariably, 
passed in the company of I he rum bottle, which became al- 
most my sole household deity, "five months only did 1 re- 
main in business; an:!, during that short period, I gradually 
sunk deeper and deeper in (he scale, of degradation. I was 
now the slave of a habit ubich had hecoine completely my 
master, and which fasrencd is vciom-scless fangs in my very 
vitals Thought was a torturing thing. When T leaked 
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back, Memory drew feaiful pictures, in lines of lurid flame: 
and, whenever I dared aiiticipuie tin; future, Hope refused 
to illumine my onward path. I dwelt in one, awful present. 
Nothing to solace me — nothing to beckon me onwards to a 
better state. I knew, full well, that. I was proceeding on a 
downward course, fuid crossing the sen of Time, as it were, 
on a bridge perilous us that over which Mahomet's follow- 
ers are said to enter Paradise. A terrible feeling was ever 
present, that- some evil mis impend in?;, which would soon 
fall on my devoted liorul; and I would shudder, as if the 
sword of Damocles, suspended by its single hair, was about 
to fall, and utterly destroy me. 

"Warnings were nol winning: but they had no voice of 
terror for me. I was imiunue'y acquainted with a young 
man in the town, mid well remember his eoming to my 
shop one morning, anil asking llie loan of ninoiience. with 
wliich to buy rum. I let him have the money, and the 
spirit was soon consumed. lie begged me to lend him a 
Second ninepence, but f refused ; yet, during my temporary 
absence, he drunk some spiv: I of win e, which was in a bottle 
in the shop, and used by me in my business. He went 
away, and the next I heard of him was, that he had died 
shortly afterwards. Such an awful circumstance as this 
might well have impressed me; but habitual indulgence 
had almost rendered tins proof liyninst salutary impressions. 
I was, to tell the truth, at thi.s time, deeper in degradation 
than at any period, before or since, which I can remember. 

My ens to m now was. to purclmse toy brandy, which, in 
Consequence of my limited moan?, was of the very worst 
description, and keep it ul the shoo, where, by little and 
little, I drank it, and conTinua'ly kept myself in a state of 
excitement. This course of proceeding entirely unfitted 
me fur bit-mess, and it not ur.fretpmntiy happened, when I 
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bad books to bind, that I. would. Ins Lead of attending to 
business, keep my cui-.omcrs waiting, whilst in tho com. 
pauy of dissolute companions. I drank during the whole 
day, to tho complete ruin of iny prospects in life. So en- 
tirely did I give myself u[> to the hoi.de, that those of my 
companions who fancied rhcy still possessed some claims 
to respectabibty, gradually withdrew from my company. 
At my house, too, I used to keep a. bottle of gin, which was 
in constant ieqniaiiion. Indeed, go when! I would, stimuli 
I must, and did. have. Such a slave was I to the bottle, 
that I resorted to it continually, ami in rain was every 
effort, which I occasionally made, to conquer the debasing 
habit I had become :i fi;tlu:r; but (!od. in his mercy, re- 
moved my little one at so early aii age, that I did not feel 
the loss as iuttcb as if it had lived longer, to engage my 
affections. 

A circumstance now transpired, wliieh attracted my at- 
tention, and led me to <-ons.iiioi' my situation, and whither I 
was hurrying. A lecture wris advertised, to be delivered by 
the first reformed drunkard, .Mr. J. J. Johnson, who visited 
Newburyport, and 1 was invited by some friends, who 
seemed to feel an interest, to ultonil, and bear what he 
had to say. I determined, after some consideration, to go, 
and hear what was to bo said on the subject. The meeting 
was held at tho Reverend Mr. Campl) ell's church, which 
was greatly crowded. T went, and heard the speaker de- 
pict, in forcible and ^rapine lerins, the misery of (lie drunk- 
ard, and lite awfal consequences of his conduct, both as 
they affected himself, nod those connected with him. My 
conscience told me tin'.:, tin; truth was spoken by the lecturer, 
for what had I not sidl'ercd from in temperance? I re- 
mained only about ten minutes, and. as I left the chapel, a 
young man offered me the pledge to sign. I actually tinned 
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to sign it, but, at that ciiiica 1 . moment, tlie appetite for 
strong drink, as if determined to have the mastery over 
me, came in all its force, and remembering, too, just then, 
that I had a pint of b:;'.mlv at home, I [Inferred signing, 
and put off, to a 'murj convenient season,' a proceeding 
which might have saved inc so uracil after sorrow. I how- 
ever compromised the matter ivi1.li my conscience, by in- 
wardly resolving that I would drink up what spirit 1 Iiad 
by me, and then think of lea vlng oil' :he use of the accursed 
liquid altogether. 

1 Think of it 1 ' 01 Iiad I Ihen acted, what misery would 
have been spared me in after days. One would have ima- 
gined that I had had my fill of misery, and been glad to 
have hailed and grasp any saving hand which might be 
held out. But, ! such was the dominion which rum hail 
over trie, tliat I was led captive by it, as at will. It had 
impaired every energy, um! d'aCsL iliaivoyccl the desire to 
be better than I was. I was debased in my own eyes, and, 
having lost my self- respect became a poor, abject being, 
scarcely worth attempting to reform. Did I think of it^ 
0, no. I forgot the impressions made upon mo by the 
speaker at (he meeling I have alluded to. Stiil 1 run. Ik 
drained the inenrhii-mg cup, and speedily my state was 
worse than ever. O, no, I soon ceased to think about it, 
for my master passion, like Aaron's rod, swallowed up 
every thought and feeling, opposed to it, which I pos- 
sessed. 

My business grew tradualiy worse, and, at length, my 
const! t it lion became so miiiEued, tftai, even when I had the 
will, I did uot posses.s the power to provide for my daily 
wants. My hands would, at times, tremble so, tiratl could 
not perform the finer opera'ious of iny business — the 
mushing and gilding. Flow rotilil I Ictte straight with tl 
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hand burning ami shaking, from (he eileets of a debauch? 
Sometimes, when it. was absolutely necessary lo finish off 
some work, I have, entered the shop wi:h a stern determin- 
ation not to drink .". single drop until 1. completed it. I 
have bitterly felt, that i»> failing was a matter of common 
conversation in the town, and a burning sense of shame 
would flush my fevered l>roiv,a.i ilics conviction that I was 
Scorned by the respe.ernbh; portlai of :he community. But 
these feelings passed away, like tin: morning cloud or the 
curly dew, anal I ;mi-siied my old course. 

To what shifts was I reduced, in order to conceal my 
habit of using intoxicating drinks 1 Frequently have I 
taken a pitcher, with a pint of new nun in it, purchased at 
some obscure grocery, and put about one third as much 
water as there was spirit in it, at the town pump, in the 
Market square, in order to iuiluoa persons to think that I 
drank water alone. This mixture i would take to my shop, 
and, for days and days together, it would be my only beve- 
rage. In consoqucneo of this bahit. I would frequently fall 
asleep, or, if awake, be in so half torpid a state, that work, 
or exertion of any kirnl, mi. qui if; on: of the question; and, 
after an Indulgence in this praetico for some time, I was 

compelled to remain a'. Ik , from sheer inability to enter 

on active duty. J grew, of course., poorer and poorer, and 
my day- dragged wearily on. At limes, I almost wished 
that my life, and its miseries, would close. 

The reader will remember, time J have before referred to 
my sister. She bad been for some time maviied, and was 
then residing at Providence, lilioifc island. One day, I re- 
ceived a letter front her, in which she stated that she was 
severely atllicted v.i;h sail rheum, and requested my wife 
would visit her, for the ptirnose of nursing her and her in- 
fant. My wife deciding 0:1 going. I accompanied her to the 
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ears, and then returned home. It was the first ti::ie, s-uf-a oui 
marriage, that we hud cm hecii separated, and the house lo 
me looked lonely and desolate. .1 thought I would not go 
to work, and a great iiulueemeiit, io remain at home, ex- 
isted in the shape of my enemy, West India rum, of -which 
I had nearly a gallon h the :a)'..se. Although the morning 
was by no means far ndi-anced. 1 sat down, intending to do 
notliing until dinner time. I could not sit alone, without 
mm, and I drank, glass sificzs- gLiss.uu-.il I became bo stupe- 
fied, that I was compelled to lie down on the bed, where I 
soon fell asleep. When. I awoke, il was late in the after- 
noon, and then, as I I'l'i^ndi!^.'. niv.-elf, too late to make a 
bad day's work good. I invited a neighbor, who, like 
myself, was a man of i me™ p crate habits, to spend the 
evening with me. He come, and wo sat down to our rum, 
and drank together (Vee?)-, until late thilt night, when he 
staggeted home; and ho intoxicated was I, that, in moving 
to go to bed, I fell ovei' the table, broke a lamp, and lay on 
the floor for some time, uoahle Io rise. At last, I managed 
to get to bed; but, O! I did not sleep, for the drunkard 
never knows the Moiii;? of u -i- ! i ~t i ; il;c(I repose. I awoke 
in the night, with a raying thirst. My mouth was pare.hed, 
and my throat was tmriiLii,;:: j;ih! ) anxiously groped about 
the room, trying to find more ram, in which I sought to 
quench my dreadful thirst. So sooner was one draught 
ta';cii, lliiitt i!io horrible dry feeling returned; and so I 
went on, swallowing repented glassfuls of the spirit, until, 
at last, I had drained tbe vai'y last, drop which the jar con- 
tained. My appe:ite grew by what it fed on; and, having 
a little money by me. I with difficulty got up, made myself 
look as tidy as possible, av,..l tbeo went out to buy more 
rumi with which I returned to tbe house. The fact will. 
perhaps, seem ineredil ■•'.'.■. kit no it was, that I drank spirits 
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continually, without tasting a morsel of food, for tlie next 

three day-. '.[.'!■ U •■ on Id n»c hi~f. '.on;,-: a constilutijii ofirou 
strength eould not endure smh treatment, and mine was 
purl Lilly !iv:ik(i;i il'i-.i-ii l;_v previous dissipation. 

I began to experience ;i I'l.-tlin^. hi'liorto unknown to me. 
After the three days ;liinkiiLg. in which I I tave just referred, 
I feltj one night, as I lay on my bed, an awful sense of 
Eomethhii; dreadful coming upon me. It was as if I had 
been partially stunned, mid now, in an interval of con- 
sciousness, was about t.> have the li/a-jiul blow, which had 
prostrated mc, repeated. There was a craving for sleep, 
sleep, blessed sleep ! but my eyelids were as if they could 
not close. Every object arouiu; mc, I beheld with startling 
distinctness, and my hearing became unnaturally acute. 
Thou, to the singing ami mining in my ears, would sud- 
denly succeed a silence, so awful, I bat only the stillness of 
the grave might be compared with it, At other times, 
strange voices would whNj.er mjn'alligible words, and the 
sli^-litu-it si'iise '.voikl make w.v start, like a faulty ihiug. Bin 
the horrible, burning tkhvt wan iu-^pportable, and, to quench 
it, and induce sleep, I. daHic-l. a;;ai:i and again, the rum- 
bottle, hugged my enemy, anil poured llic infenial fluid down 
my parched throat. But it was of no use — none, I could not 
sleep. Then I bethought me of tobaeco; and, staggering 
from my bed to a shelf near, ■■'.'iih ;:rcat difficulty I man- 
aged to procure a pi;ie urn! snnc matches. I could not 
stand to light the latter, so I lay again on the bed, and 
scraped one against the wall. 1 began to smoke, and the 
naieotie leaf prod need a snipe faction. 1 dosed a little; but, 
feeling a warmth on my face, t awoke, and discovered my 
pillow to be on fire ! I had dropped a lighted match on 
the bed. By a desperate ei'brt, ( threw the pillow from the 
bed, and, too esh an st '.■■■.] to feel annoyed by the burning 
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feathers, I sank again into a state of somnolency. How 
long I lay, I do not exactly know, but. I was roused from 
my lethargy "}* '' l<; uc.ighl:ors : who, alarmed by a smell of 
fire, came to my room to ascertain the cause. When they 
took me from my bee, the tmder part of the straw with 
which it was stuffed wi>s hitic.mIiLcimll;-- and, in a quarter of 
an hour more, must have burst into a ilame. Had such 
been the ease, how lu'iTMe wd'aIiI hr-e been my fate, for it 
is more than probable that, in in;- balf-senseless condition, 
I should hare been suffocated, or burned to death. The 
fright produced by this accident, and very narrow escape, 
in some degree sobered me; but wliiil I felt more than any 
thing else, was the exposure. Now, all would be known, 
and I feared my name would become, more than ever, a 
liy-n'ord and a reproach. 

Will it be believed that I again ■.ought- refuge in rum? 
Scarcely had I recur ere d iYutu the fright than I sent out, 
procured a pint of I'imganil ihmk it all in less than hidf an 
hour? Yet so it was. And now came upon me many 
terrible sensations. Cramps attacked me in my limbs 
which raekedme with agony, and my temples throbbed as 
if they would burst. So ill was I, that I became seriously 
alarmed and begged the people of the house to send for a 
physician. They did so, hut I immediately repented having 
summoned him, and endeavored, but ineffectually, to get 
out of his way when he at-iitcd. lie saw at a glance what 
was the matter with me, ordered the persons about me to 
watch me carefully, and oil no account to let me have any 
spirituous liquors. livery thing stimulating was rigorously 
denied me, and then came on the drunkard's remorseless 
Torturer — delirium tremens, m all its tenors, attacked me. 

For three days I endured more agony than pen could 
describe, even were it guided hy the mind of a Dante". 
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Who can loll the horrors of that horrible malady, aggra- 
vated as it is Ly the almost evor-a'uiding consciousness that 
it is self-songht. Hideous faces appeared on the walk, and 
on the ceiling, and oil the Hoots ; foul tilings crept along 
the bed-clothes, and glaring eyes peered into mine. I Was 
at one time surrounded by millions of monstrous spiders, 
who crawled slowly; slowly over every limb, whilst Che 
■ beaded drops of pcrsperiLtion would start to my brow, and 
my limbs would shiver 11:11 ii the licit rattled again. Strange 
lights would dance before my eyes, and then suddenly the 
very blackness of darkness would :;p[>al me by its dense 
gloom. All at once, whilst ga^::g : j i a frightful creation 
of my distempered mind, I seemcl struck with sudden 
blindness. I knew n cainlle v.. is huniing in the room, but 
I could not see it All was so pitchy dark. I lost the 
sense of feeling too, I'd;- I cndcaviM-eil to grasp my arm in 
one hand, but consciousness was gone. I put my hand to 
my side, my head, but felt nothing, and still I knew my 
limbs and frame vxre, there. And then the scene would 
change. I was falling — falling swiftly as an arrow far down 
into some terrible abyss, :ljj-1 so Silo: n.nlity was it that as I 
fell I could see the rocky side? of the horrible shaft, where 
modsing, jibing, mowing, tiendlike forms were perc'ied 
and I could feel the nil- rushing pas:, me making m ■ \i- 
stream out by the force of (tie unwholesome blast. rW 
the paroxysm sometimes i.ca-ed for a few moments md t 
would sink back on my pullet dreiudied with perspiration, 
utterly exhausted, and feeling a dreadful certainty of the 
renewal of my torments. 

By the mercy of God I survived this awfnl seizure ; and 
when I rose a weak, broken-down men, and surveyed my 
ghastly features in a glass, I thought of my mother, and 
asked myself how I had obeyed the instructions I had re- 



^Google 



ceived from her lips, and to v. In-i i-,d van rage I had turned the. 
lemons she taught inc. I reineuihcicd her countless prayers 
and tears, thought of what I had been but a few short 
months befare.anrt contrasted my situation with lvhat it then 
was. Oh I how keen were my own rebukes; and in the 
excittment of the moment I resolved to lead a better life, 
and abstain from the accursed wine-cup. For ahout a 
month, terrified by what I had surVced. I adhered to my 
resolution ; then my wife came home, and in my joy at 
her return, I flung my good rcsokneais to the wind, and 
foolishly fancying that I could now restrain my appetite, 
ibicli had for a whole irai!:] rcni-aim d in subjection, I took 
glass of brandy. 

That glass aroused lf:c !-1:irnlio-vin.Ej demon, who would 
not be satisfied hy.io tiny a libation. Another, and anotJier 
Succeeded, until I was ajiain fur aitvanccd in the career of 
intemperance. The night of my wife's return I went to 
bed intoxicated. I will not detain the reader by the par- 
ticulars of my evcry-day 1::V at this iinte; they may easily 
ho imagine'! from what !in= already been stated. My pro- 
vious bitter experience, one would ri link, may have operated 
as a warning, but none save the inc.lniale can tell the al- 
most resistless strength of :':c temptations which assail 

I did not, however, make ouite so deep a plunge as 
before. My tools T had given into 'Jo hands of Mr. Gray, 
for whom I worked, and received at the rate of five dollars 
a week. My wages wc;e faid me every night, for I was 
not to he trusted with much money at a time, so certain 
was I to spend a great portion of it in drink. As it was, I 
regularly got rid of one third of what T daily received for 
rum. I soon lift Mr. Gray, under the following circum- 
stances. There was an. inhibition of the Battle of Bunker 
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Hill to be opened in the town, and the manager knowing 

that I had a good voice mid bung wctty well, thought my 
comic singing would c™s lii n'.c. :>.u a;>,-aciion; so he engaged 
roe to give song? every e^viing. end to assist in the gen- 
eral business of the Diorama. In this occupation I con- 
tinued about three weeks or ;i month, and when the ex- 
hibition closed in Newburyport, hy invitation, I remained 
with the proprietor avA prncetded with, him to Lowell. 
As it whs uncertain whim T should return, the manager 
wishing me to travel with liim. T sold off what few articles 
of fuir.ir.:rc. ve! remained in my possession, end my win: 
arranged to stay, during my absence, with her sister. I 
Stayed in the town of T.uwell for the space of three months, 
my habits of mtciiiperiHi'/i; ;m reavine;, as might be ex- 
pected, for in a wandering life my outbreaks were not so 
much noticed as when T was residmjr at home. As had 
been the case often before, rum claimed nearly all my at- 
tention, and consequently the lai-'ne-? I was called npon 
to perform was entirely iiiv.!cclcil or carelessly attended to. 
On several occasions when I repaired to the place where 
the Diorama was exhibited, I was in such a state that I 
could do nothing required of me, and severe were the re- 
bukes I received in consequence from my employer. 



I experienced great difficulty in procuring the mea- 
gre salary which was promised me, and many priva- 
tions had I to endure in consequence ; my stock of wearing 
apparel was scanty cuouidi. uud Imrdlyfit to appear in 
the street. This was in the month of October, and as the 
I? draiviiif; on fast, 1 miserably eontemplnrtd what 
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my situation would lie tlnoii^Is the approaching severe 
Benson. "Want and cold ip.n^red before me in all (heir 

frightful realities, and I ayahs resolved to abstain from the 
maddening influences vvhieh governed me with despotic 

I sent to my wife, re.'paisfi:;;-: her to return, and transmit- 
ted her three dollars, for her expenses to "Worcester, being 
the first money I had sent, in her Sir [bur months, except rise 
dollars which I received as part of Hie proceeds of a concert 
I gave at Lowell. T adhered, in a great measure, to my 
resolution not to become imoxi cried, find had written to my 
wife, telling her of my lie. :tc -rui ir;:it iori lo reform. On the day 
T expected he: 1 to retain home. T net. with m: LKijt'.Lii-ji .Mii-r. 
who asked me to stroll abonl willi him. in order that he might 
see the town. Wu drunk together; and onr walk ended 
by my getting drsmk, and forircHirg; the good resolutions 
which I had made. In the evening, when I was reeling 
along from the hotel toward? t"he exhibition, I chanced to 
see a stage, and appra.ieha! [-. in order to see if my wife 
was there. She had arrived ; and I took her with me to the 
hotel, where she discovered 1 had oeen drinking, and when 
she reminded me. of ! lie promise 1 had made her to abandon 
the destructive habit, I i'eii [horoegiily ashamed of my weak- 
ness. I then went to the performance, mid managed to get 
through my work. Soon after this, I quitted the service 
of the proprietor of !he Diorama ; and, putting as sober a 
face upon matters as .1 could, I applied to Messrs. Hutchin- 
son and Crosby for employment. These gentlemen agreed 
to take me on trial slating ih.it., if they were satisfied with 
my work, they would engage me. My work was approved 
of; and, once more in-tulied in a good situation, I had a 
chance of pushing my fortune 
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My wife now began to exhibit symptoms of declining 
health, and my prospects as before «'iie none of the bright- 
est. I managed to keep my situation, and fancied that my 
intemperate habits were tnown only to myself, as I carefully 
avoided any open .or flagrant violation of propriety. — but 
irnnkenness, more than any other lice, cannot long be hid- 
den. It seems as if the very u.lIIs ■■■.■bispcred it; and there 
is scarcely an action of tin; drinking man which does not 
betray him. 1 did no', k on-over, long remain cautious ; for 
one morning, after having drank freely the evening before, 
I felt unable to work, and was compelled to remain at home 
daring that day and the next. All my property, which I 
could by any means render available. I had disposed of, 
in order to procure- money for purchasing drink; and the 
man in whose house I hoarded, having watched my pro- 
ceedings with a very vigilant and interested eye, became, 
I suppose, fearful that I should not be able to pay for my 
board, and informed 1:1% employers. Messrs. Hutchinson and 
Crosby, that I was detained at home in consequence of what 
is called a drunken spree. I do not. think the information 
was given from any modve of kindness towards myself, 
but believe it wits a selfish motive which prompted the 
interference. 

I felt 'wretched enouuh when I proceeded to the shop to 
resnme my work. Mr. Hutchinson was a man of great 
moral purity of character, hut ho had a strong hatted of 
intemperance, and looked not very lightly on my transgres- 
sion. As soon as he saw me. he steady informed me that 
ho did not want any men in his employ who were in the 
habit of being. the wo ivc for lieno:' : ar.rl threatened mc with 
ir tuul dismissal, should I ever ag::iu neglect my business 
f the bottle. I assured him that lie should not again have 
v.casion to complain o"r.'.y iocbriely. and I inwardly resolv- 
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td to profit by tic w.u-uiug I kud received. Having a- sick 
wife, and being almost, utterly destitute of means, reflection 
would force itself upon me- I was startled at the idea of 
her and myself coming '■■' want, entirely in consequence of. 
my evil habit, and I rerouted ;/iHiii to attempt the work of 
reformation. 

In order to rentier myself kts liable !o temptation, and to 
avoid the dissipated society which J was constantly falling 
into at the hotel, where I lived, I lei'; it, and engaged board 
at the house of a gentleman, who happened to be the presi- 
dent of a temperance society. Here T attempted to restrain 
my appetite for drink, but [tie straggle was terrible; so 
mighty a power would r.or lv:- ft ■::■■■ acred without contesting 
every inch of his dominion; a:vl I, trusting to my own 
strength, assailed it with bul a fecliio weapon. 1 felt as if I 
caiM not do without tlie draught" vhidt I had been so long 
accustomed to, and yet, T wus ashamed to display the weak- 
iup.fi which proniple.'l me to indulge in them. To procure 
liqnor,Iwas compelled to vii-toi'i to every kind of stratagem, 
and the services of my inventive faculties were in constant 
requisition. Many a time would I steal out, when no one 
noticed me, and proceed, with a hotr'e in my pocket, to tho 
farthest extremity of the town, where I would purchase a 
supply of rum, which I would take homo with me. Occa- 
sionally 1 would procure spirit at the apothecary's shop, 
alleging, as an excu;c, thai it v,-;n required in a case of 
sickness; and the pint I would generally divide into three 
portions, one of which I took in the morning, another fll 
noon, and the remainder I. ..'isiiO-oJ of :n the evening. My 
habits were not naturally of a deceptive character, and I 
always felt degraded in my own esteem, whenever I had 
occasion to resort to the expedients I have mentioned, — 
but what will not a drunkard do, in order to procure the 
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stimulus he so ardently desires 1 Have it I would, and ge! 
itldidi and I always seemed !o desire it the mores when 
llie dillindty of procuring it. im< increased. 

My wardrobe, as had, indeed, been nearly always the 
case with me whilst L drank us excess, was now exceed- 
ingly shabby, and it was with the greatest difficulty that I 
could manage to procure the necessaries of life. My wife 
became very ill. O! how miserable I became. Some of 
the females who were in a: ten dance on my wife, told me to 
get two quarts of mm. I procured it, and as it was in the 
house, and I did not anticipate serious consequences, I 
could not withstand the strong temptation to drink. I did 
drink, and so freely, that the usual effect was produced, 
How much I swallowed, I cannot tell, but the quantity, 
judging from the ed'ccM it produced, must have been con- 
siderable. 

Ten long, weary days of suspense passed, at the end of 
which my wife and her inf. mi I hor.li died. Then came the 
terribly oppressive feeliuir, that 1 was utterly alone in the 
world; and it seemed, almost, that I was forgotten of God, 
as well as abandoned by man. All the consciousness of my 
dreadful situation preyed heavily indeed upon mo, and 
keenly as a sensitive mind could; cid I feel the loss I had 
experienced. I drank, now, to dispel my gloom, or to 
drown it in the maddening; cup : and soon was it whispered, 
from one to another, until I tic whole town became aware 
of it, that my wife and chi'd were lying dead, and that I 
was drunk I But if ever T was cursed with the faculty of 
thought, in all its intensity, it was then. And this was the 
degraded condition of one who had been nursed on tho lap 
of piety, and whose infa.nl l.one-ue had been taught to utter 
a prayer against beinp; led iv.ro termor ntion. There, in the 
room where all who had loved iue were, lying in the uncon- 
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scions slumber of deaih, was T ;-!!>:i':j , : ! with a maudlin mel- 
ancholy imprinted oh my features, mi the dead forms of 
[hose who were flesh of my flesh and bone of my bone. 
During the miserable hours of darkness, I would steal from 
my lonely bed to the place where my dcafl wife and child 
lay, and, in agony of soul, pass my shaking hand over their 
cold faces, and then re'oint to my bod, after a draught of 
turn, which 1 had obLjieci', a'd ai.liluii ,;:der die pillow of 
my wretched couch, At. such times, all the events of the 
past would return, with terrible disiiiictncss, to my recollec- 
tion, and many a lime did I wish to die, for Hope had well 
nigh deserted me, both with respect lo this world and the 
next. I had apostali/.od from those pure principles which 
once 1 embraced, and was now — 

1 A wondering, wretched, worn, and weary thing, 
Aibamed to nek, and jet I needed help.' 

I will not dwell on this painful portion of my career, but 
simply remark, that all 11m horrors, which I believe man 
canld bear, were endured by me r.t. that, dreary time. My 
frame was enervated; my re | nil :i lion gone; all my pros- 
pects were blighted, and mi-evy seemed to have poured out 
all her vials on my devoted head. The funerals of my 
wife and child being over. T knew not what course to pursue, 
for, wherever I went, I failed not to see the slow moving 
finger of scorn pointed at. me. and t writhed in agony, under 
[he sense of shame which it proiiaeei.I. Every one looked 
coldly at me, and but. few hesitated to sneer at my des- 
picable condition. What hod I done to deserve all this 
torturing treatment. ? I was naturally of a kind and humane 
disposition, and would turn aside from an unwillingness to 
hurt a worm : frequently have [ reasoned with boys who 
inflicted cruelty on dam'i animals. I would have hugged the 
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clog that licked my hand, and taken to my bosom, even a 
reptile, if I thonght il. loved me. V'int&irf I done, to make 
me so shunned and e^eciarcd by my kind? Conscience 
gave me "back an answer — I (Irani;! and in those two 
words lay tin.' whole secret !i::nv miserable condition. 

It was not to be expected thai, whilst T persisted in 
my drinking In bits. I should attend to my work. My 
employers perceived that I neglected their interests, us well 
as my own, and I wa.i inl'ivmed ~iy Ihem that they were no 
longer in need of my sendees. What was I to do? I had 
incurred some debts, winch I wished to discharge, and I 
expressed a desire to that effect. After some hesitation, I 
was reengaged, on the midcY-:nr,ding that I should receive 
not one farthing of money fix my labors, lest it should he 
spent in liquor. My employers said they would purchase 
me tobacco, and take my letters from the post-office for 
me; and, under these sibeibitioni. I went to work again. 
I kept, in ft great decree, sober for :t few days ; but felt, 
all the time, indescribably miserable, from the conscious- 
ness that all confidence i;i use had been .lost, and that I waa 
a Suspected man. This impn^sion nettled me to the quick, 
and, ere long, I began to feel indignant of the control exer- 
cised over me. I thought that as I had battled with the 
world, single-handed, fur twelve years, and had received 
nothing (with one or two exceptions) hut unkindness and 
misery, I had a right to do as I chose, without being 
watched wherever I went. My proud spirit wotdd not 
brook this system of o-uiOTmee, so 1 speedily made up my 
mind to do as I pleased. Tf T wanted drink, I considered 
I had a perfect right (o gr.itify my inclinations, and drink 
.1 determined to have. 

Have It I did, though secretly, and (o my employers it 
was a matter of wo::dcr bow .1 nia^ajed to get drunk so 
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often. My funds, as I said, were all expended, and I was 
driven by my ravenous :;p;ieiirrj io a course which, at any 
Other time and under any utiier cin nmsrarrccs, I should have 
shrunk In horror from. 1 had in my possession some books 
which I once had vaiucrt, some of thenr presents; and I also 
retained a few article*, tire, once highly valued mementos 
of dear and departed friends. As I looked eagerly over these 
frail remnants of what I once possessed, my all-absorbing 
passion for drink exercised lis tyrannizing power, and one 
by one, until none remained, every relic was disposed of 
and tb<: proceeds arising from the sale of thorn spent for 
rum. Could there he ;; more striking instance of the de- 
basing influence whirl) alcohol exerts ? Why, at one lime, 
I would almost as soon hive pmted with my life as with 
■ hose precious remembrancers of 

' TKe loved, the lusi, Cm ilisinnl. on J ihe iieaii. ! 

Now, however, all fine feeling was nearly obliterated from 
die tablet of my affections, and if I i'elt any pang in parting 
with articles I once so prized, the <;lass was my universal 
panacea. At lenglli riolhing remained on which 7 conH 
raise a single cent, am! I foeut.l in (.be lowest depths of 
poverty ; a lower' still.' 

I have, in several pmisof this nanative, referred to my 
vocal talents and my i-cmriloqrrin.1 acquirements. After 
every other resource barf failed me, in my utmost need, I 
was compelled, as the or sly means of getting a little mm, 
to avail myself of these aids. Accordingly, my custom 
was to repair to the lowest grogshops, and there I mighl 
usually be found, nighl after ulgh*. telling facetious stories, 
singing comic songs, or (orning books upside down and 
reading them whilst they nere moving round, to the great 
delight and wonder of a set of loafers who supplied me with 
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drink in return. Who v.-.j^UL have recognized in the gibing 
mountebank, the circle of a laughing, diuukcn crowd, the 
son of religious parent;, one who hnd been devoted and 
affectionate not so very long before : one. too, who Iiud felt 
and appreciated the- pleasures which religion alone can 
bestow? At timeF! my fui'mrr ci.utiiition would flash across 
my mind, when, in the midst of riot and revelry, convic- 
tion would fasten its quivering arrow in my heart, making 
it bleed again, although 1 was forced to hide the wound. 
Ami Ll 1101 LLiii lh« miiitH of memory, iny tool.ln "\s !i«t womu 
often appear, j ust lis il »ii; when 1 stood by her l;nee and 
listened to lessons of wistloiu and goodness, from her loving 
lips. I would sen her mill reroniug face, and seem to hear 
her warning voice; and, M tr rounded by my riotous com- 
panions, at certain season?, ics'.-jo;i would struggle for thu 
throne whence she had been drive:,, and I would, whites 
■;ujovi:'.i (he loud piaudits of sots, 

Which beckoned me away.' 

Sabbaths which, from my childhood, T. had been tanghl 
to reverence, were now disregarded. Seldom did I enter 
God's house, where prayer was won: to be made, as I had 
done during a portion of the time T resided in New York. 
The day of rest was no Sabbath to me, and my usual way 
of spending it was to strsll into the country, where I might 
he alone, with a bolilc of into. Renting liquid in my posses- 
sion. When this was empty, I would crawl back to the 
town, under cover of the darkness, and close the sacred 
hours in some obscure grOL'gery, in the society of those 
who, like myself. disregarded ihe command of the Almighty 
in keep hoiy the Sabbath, (lay. 

Again the dreary winter w,is about, iu resume its rigorous 
A.r_u, m:1 iv ilk tiorros J n:uirh,;a1.cii :1s approach. My stock 
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of clothing was failing iU-st. 1 had no ilannels or woollen 
socks, no extra coats, anil no means of procuring those- 
absolutely necessary preservatives against the severities of 
an American winter. I had no hope of ever becoming a 
respectable man again, — not 1 ho- slightest, — for it appeared 
to me lliat every cliaua: of restoration to decent society, 
and of reformation, was gone forever. I wished, and fully 
expected, soon to die. Hope had abandoned me here, and 
beyond tim grave nothing appeared calculated to eheor my 
desponding spirit. O, what a deep anil stinging sense I 
had of my own degraded position, for my feelings were 
keenly alive to flic vidienlc and contempt which never 
ceased to be heaped on me. Utterly wretched and aban- 
doned, 1 have stood by the railway track with a vague wish 
to lie across it, drink myself into ohlii-jmi, and let the cars 
go over me. Once 1 slood by (ho rails, with a bottle of 
laudanum clattering against my lips, and liad nearly been 
a suicide; but the mercy of Cod interposed, and 1 dashed 
the poison on the ground, ami escaped the sin of self-mur- 
der. All night long have I lain on the damp grass which 
covered my wife's grave, steeped to the very lips in poverty, 
degradation, and misery; anil yet I was a young man, 
whose energies, had they been rigliib directed, might have 
enabled me to surmount difficulty, and command respect. 

I had long since ceased to correspond with my sister, 
and so careless had I become, that I never thought of 
communicating again with the only relative I had re- 
maining. Frequently was I tempted to take my life, and 
yet J clung instinctively to exisicnce. Sleep was often a 
stranger to my eyelid*, ami many a night would I spend 
in the open air, sometime? in a miserable state of inebria- 
tion, and, at other times, in a half-sober condition. All 
this time I often resolved that I would drink no more — 
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(hat, I would break tin: chain wine!: j.iocuicl me, but I still 
continued in the same course, breaking every promise 
made to myself and oihcrs, and conlinniug an object of 
scorn and contempt. I felt that very few, if any, pitied 
me, cad that any should love me. was entirely ont of the 
question. Yet was J yei'.rulu;-' intensely tor sympathy : for, 
as I have before sia!cd ; my affections were naturally 
Strang and deep : and often, as I lay in my solitary cham- 
ber, feeling how low I had sunk, and that no one eye 
ever dropped a tear of pity over ill;- state, or would grow 
dim if I were laid in the gi'uve, I have ardently wished that 
I might never see the morning light. Taney, reader, what 
my agony must have been, when, with the assurance that 
no drunkard could enter the kingdom of Heaven, I was 
willing, nay, anxious, for the ;ake of escaping the tortures 
to which I was subjected in this life, to risk the awful re- 
alities of the unseen world. My punishment here was 
greater than I could hear. I had made a whip of scorpi- 
ons, which perpetually lashed mo. My name was a bye- 
word. No man seemed to care for my soul, I was joined, 
like Israel of old, unto idols, and it seemed as if the Lord 
hud said respecting me, ' Let him alone.' 

Before I conclude this portion of my history, let mc 
urge on every ynmig man, whose eye may glance over 
these page.s, to h-arn from my miseraiile state a lesson of 
wisdom. Let him beware of the liquor that intoxicates. 
Poets may sing of the Oii'-cm eun- ■ praise, in glowing icrni; 
the garlands which wrest lie it — wil may lend its brilliant 
aid to celebrate it, and even learning invest it with a charm; 
but when the poet's song shall have, died, and the gar- 
land; have all withered; when wit shall have ceased to 
sparkle, and the lore of as;es be an nn remembered thing; 
the baneful cjrirts of the mtoxicatiii,:; draught will bo felt ; 
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1 Wine is a mocker — strong drink is raging.' 

1 Who hath woe ? who linf.il airanv 'J who hath conten- 
tions f who hath wounds wi thorn r:r. une ■? who hath redness 
of eyes 1 

• They that tuny long at the wine ; they that go to seek 

'Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it 
gireth its color in the cup, when it iiioveth. itself iivkht, 
'AtiUlostitUMii Uhia m-.rpmt, and s(t»jis(A like tm adder. 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 



BY JOHN B. GOITGH. 



PART SECOND. 

Hitherto my career had been one of almost unmiti- 
gated woe; for, with the exception of the days of my child- 
hood, my whole life hud been one perpetual struggle 
against poverty arid misery, in irs worst forms. Thrown at 
a tender age upon tin; world. I was soon taught ita hard 
lessons. Death had robbed mo of my best earthly protec- 
tor, and Providence coat my lot in a land thousands 
of miles from the pkiec of my birth. Temptation had as- 
sailed me, and trusting to my own strength for support, I 
had fallen, O, how low! In the very depths of my 
desolation, wife ami cliililrcn i::id Turn torn from my side. 
In the midst of thou? an '.Is 1 wis lively, and, abandoning 
hope, the. only refujrs 1 . v.-Uii-U yee:m-d epen for me was the 
grave. A dark pall oit rlanif i':'.;i:. gloomy abode, which 
shut out every ray of hope; mnl although death to me 
would have heon a 'leap in i.he dark,' I was willing to 
peril my immortal soul and blindly rush into the presence 
of my Maker. Like a stricken, deer, I. had no communion 
with my kind. Over every door of admission into the society 
of my fellow-men, tbc wo \[~, ! No ll'upe,' seemed to bo in- 
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scribed. Despair was my companion, and perpetual de- 
gradation appealed to be my allotted doom. I was in- 
tensely wretched ; and iliid lircadi'u! state of things was 
of my own bringing about. I bad no one but myself to 
blame for the sufferings winch I endured ; and when I 
thought of what I might have been, these inflictions were 
awful beyond conception. Lower in the scale of mental 
and moral degradation I could t:ot. well sink. Despised by 
all, I despised and hated in my turn, and doggedly flung 
back to the world tire con term-it mid scorn which it so - pro- 
fusely heaped on my head. 

Such was my pitiable state at Ibis period — a state 
apparently beyond the hope of /edeinption. But a change 
was about to take place — a circumstance which eventual- 
ly tamed the whole amen: of my life into a new and 
unhoped for channel. 

The month of October had nearly drawn to & close, and 
on its last Sunday evening I wmiite.icd out into tlie streets, 
pondering as well an I was aide to do. for I was somewhat 
intoxieated, on my lone and friendless condition. My 
frame was much weakened bv habitual indul^cnee in 
intoxicating liquor, and little (it.ted 10 bear the cold of 
winter, which had already iie^un 10 come on. But I had 
no means of proiecli:iar my self i'lsdnst the hitter blast, 
and as 1 anticipated ray combi- mi-eiy, 1 staggered along, 
houseless, aimless, and all hut hopeless. 

Some one tapped me on the shoulder. An nnusual 
tiring that, to occur to me; for no one now cared to come 
in contact with the wretched. .iiniWiy-looking drunkard. I 
was a disgrace — 'a lii-itis, walking disgrace.' I could 
scarcely believe my own senses when I turned and met a 
kind look; the thing was ho umisua'. and so entirely unex- 
pected, ihat I questioned the reality of it — but so it was. 
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It was the first tone!) of kindness which I liad known for 
months; and simple, nnd IriiTunj as I lie circumstance may 
appear to many, it went right to my heart, and like tho 
wing of an nngel troubled the waters in that stagnant pool 
of affection, and made ilmn once more reflect a little of 
itiu light of human love. 

The person, who touched my shoulder was an entire 
stranger. I looked al Inm, wondering what his business 
win with me. Regarding mo vay earnestly, and appar- 
ently with much interest, he exclaimed : 
'Mr. Gotiph, I believe?' 

: That id in}- ii;;iilc,' I rcnliud, and was [las^ng on. 
'You have been drinking to-day,' said ike * -ranee r, !u n 
kind voice, wbicli united ;:iy aUemioo, and quite dis- 
pelled any anger at what I might otherwise have con- 
sidered an officious interference in my affairs. 
' Yes, sir,' I replied, ' I have.' 

'Why do yon not ni^n rl.e nledav. ? : was the next query, 
I con fide re li for n mimirc or two. and then informed 
tho strange friend, who hail so unexpectedly interested 
himself in my behalf, that I had no hope of Over again 
becoming a sober man ; ilmt I was wi-daint a single friend 
in the world who cared for me, or what became of me — 
that. T fully expected to die very soon — I cared not how 
soon — nor whether I died drunk or sober — and, in fact, 
that I was in a conditio u i>f utter rcck]e--n;-^. 

The stranger regarded me with a benevolent look — 
took me by the arm, and asked me how I should like to be as 
I once was, respectable and esteemed, well clad, and sit- 
ting as I used to in a place of worship, enabled to meet 
my friends as in old ti;:io.s, and receive from them the 
pleasant nod of recognition as fovnierly — in fact, be- 
come a useful member of society 1 
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64 AuronioGRAPnr. 

'Oh I' replied I, 'I should like all these things first rate; 
hut I have no expectation that such a thing will ever hap- 
pen. Such a change nmnot ho possible.' 

' Only sign our pledge,' remarked my friend, 'and I will 
warrant that it shall be so. Sign it, and I will introduce 
you myself to good fiiemls, who will fool an interest in 
your welfare anil tutu a ;ibasu'o i 1 1 helping yon to keep 
your good resolution?. Oily. Mr. dough, sign the pledge, 
anil all will lie is I have said ; ay, and ;noie too.' 

Oh! how pleasant'. y i;;ll t'icsc "(n-'ls of Kindness and 
promise on my tTUfhef; a::d bruised hi'iirt. 1 had long been 
a stranger to feelings su;h as unr awoke in my bosom. 
A chord had boon to-.;i-lio-:l ivliii'li vihvated to the tone of 
love. Hope once more dawned, and I hegan to ttiink, 
strange as it appeared, that such tlibg.i as my friend prom- 
ised me might come to pass. On the instant I resolved to 
try, at least, and said to the stranger; 

'Well, X will sign it.' 

'When? ' he salted. 

'I cannot do so to-night,' Trqjl ;<■'!, ' for I must have some 
more drink present'; ; but .! certainly will to-morrow. 1 

'We have a tempo-mice meeting to-morrow evening,' 
he said; ' Will you sign it tiient' 

'I will.' 

'That is right,' said ho, grasping my hand, ' I will bo 
there to see you.' 

'You shall,' I remarked: and we parted. 

I went on my way nine': touched by the kind interest 
which, at last, some one find taken in my welfare. I said 
to myself, 'If it- should be the la.il act of my life, I will 
perform my promise, and sign it even though I die in the 
attempt, for that man has placed confidence in me, and 
on that account I love him.' I then proceeded to a low 
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groggery in Lincoln sennre. hei.il, and in the space of half 
an hour, drank four glassc-i of biiirdy ; this, in addition to 
What I had taken before, made me ray drunk, and I stag- 
gered home as well :ii T could. Arrived there, I threw 
myself on the bed and by in a strife of drunken insensibility 

The first thins which occti^ol :o my mind on awaking 
was the promise Iliad made on the evening before, to sign 
the pledge j and feeling, as T us-ialty did on the morning 
succeeding a drunken hour, welched, and desolate, I was 
almost sorry that I had agreed to do so. My tongue was 
dry, my throat parched — my t carries throbbed as if they 
would burst, and I had a horrible burning feeling in my 
stomach which almost maddened me and I felt that I must 
have some bitters or I should die. Wo I yielded to my 
appetite, which would not he. appeased, and repaired to the 
same hotel, where I had sqiciadc.red away so many shil- 
lings before ; there I drank three or four times, until my 
nerves were a little s'rnng. and then I went to work. 

All that day, the. coming event of the evening was con- 
tinually before my mind : s eye. and it. seemed tome as if thq 
appetite which had so lone; controlled me, exerted more 
power over me than ever. It grew stronger than I liad at 
any time known it, now that I was about to rid myself of 
it Until noon I struggled against its cravings, and then, 
unable to endure my misery any lunger, I made some ex- 
cuse for leaving tin; shop, end went nearly a mile from it 
in order to procure one move glass ivhercwith to appease 
the df.inmi who so tortured me. 

The day wore wearily away, and when evening came, I 
determined, in spite of many a hesitation, to perform the 
promise I had made to the- s hanger the night before. The 
meetingwas to be held at the lower Town Hall, Worcester, 
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and thither, clad in an old brown suriout, closely buttoned 
up fci my chin, that my ragged habiliments beneath might 
not he visible, I repaired. 1 look a place among the rest, 
and when an opportunity of speaking presented itself, I 
requested permission to be heard, which was readily 
granted. 

When I stood up to relate my story, I was invited to 
the stand, to which I repaired ; and, on turning to face the 
audience, I recognized my n n- 1 ; n n.i i : ; :u ■ l- l>- who had asked me 
to sign. It was Mr. Joel Stratlon. Ho greeted me with a 
smile of approbation, which nerved and strengthened me 
for my task, as I treiiiblji-ly observed every eye fixed 
upon me. I lifted my qui main;; jn»i;l, and then and there 
told what rum had done for me. I related how I was onco 
respectable and happy, and had a home; but that now I 
was a houseless, miserable. siMil'.cd, diseased, and blighted 
outcast from society. 1 *uid, scare;; a hope remained to me 
of over becoming that which 1 once win; but having prom- 
ised to sign the pledge, I had determined not to break 
my word, and would now uflix my name to it. In my 
palsied hand I with difficulty grasped the pen, and, in char- 
acters almost as crooked as those of old Stephen Hopkins, 
I signed the total a!.s;iue:ice. pledge, imd resolved to free 
inysd: from the inexorable tyrant — rum. 

Although still desponding and hopeless, I felt that I was 
relieved from a part of my heavy load. ' It was not because 
I deemed there was any supernatural power in the pledge, 
which would prevent my ever again falling into such depths 
of woe as I had already become acquainted with, but the 
feeling of relief arose from ihe iiuncst desire I entertained 
to keep a good resolution. I had exerted a moral power, 
which had long remained lying by, perfectly useless. The 
very idea of what Iliad done, HirciiirLiLened and encouraged 
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me. Nor was this the Only impulse given me to proceed 
in my now pathway : ibr nmr,y who witnessed my signing, 
and heard my simple s'nu'iucn:, came forward kindly, 
grasped my hand, and expressed their satisfaction at the 
step I had taken. A new and better day seemed to have 
dawned upon me. 

As I left the hall, aailrnei! am! enervated, I remember 
chuckling to myself, v.- it'- e;ie:;t a' l;i I Hi cation, 'I have done 
it — I have done it.' Them was a degree of pleasure in 
having put my foot on tin: head uf the tyrant who had so 
long led me captive at his will j but, though I had 
' scotched' the snake, I had not killed him, for every inch 
of hi-i frame was full of venomous vitality, and I felt that 
all my caution was noeessary to prevent his stinging mo 
afresh. 

I went home, retired to lied ; but in vain did I try lo 
sleep. I pondered npon the step I had taken, and 
passed a restless night. Knowing that. I had voluntarily 
renounced drink. I endeavored lo support my sufferings, 
and resist the incessant- craving of ray remorseless appetiw 
as well as I could ; hut the struggle to overcome it was in- 
supportalrly painful. "When T sot up in the morning, my 
brain seemed as though it: win Id U;rst with the intensity of 
its agony, my throat- appcai-itd as if ii.mie on fire, and in my 
stomach I experienced a dreadful burning sensation, as if 
the fires of the pit had lse.cn kindled (here. My hands trem- 
bled so, that to raise water to my feverish lips was almost 
impossible, I craved, lite-rally j^sped, for my accustomed 
stimulus, and felt that I should die if I did not have it; 
but I persevered lit my resolve, and withstood the tempta- 
tions which assailed me on every hand. 

Still, during all this frightful time, I experienced a feel- 
ing, somewiiat akin !o Siitisfielieit, at the position I liad 
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taken. Iliad, made a', least one step towards reformation. 
I began to think that it v.i< :j:n:';ly ;.niipiblc that I might sea 
better days, and once more hold no oy head in society. Such 
feelings as those would alreinare wii.li gloomy forebodings, 
and 'thick coming Unities' til* approaching ilL At ona 
time hope, and at anniher fear, would predominate ; but 
the raging, dccadnil, eoniinae.d thiist was always present, 
to torture and tempt me. 

After breakfast, T proceeded to '.!ie shop where I was em- 
ployed, feeling dreadfully ill. T ilc-.e: mined, however, to put 
a bold face on the matter, and, in spite of the cloud which 
seemed to hang over me, to attempt work. I was exceed 
ingly weak, and fancied, as I almost reeled about the shop, 
that every eye was feed noon ino suspiciously, although I 
excited myself to the uimost to conceal my agitation. How 
I got through that day, 1 ca.naol now toll, but its length 
seemed interminable, and ad if it would never come to an 
end. I felt I was undeserving of confidence after I had so 
often broken my promise; of amendment; but I determined 
to make another effort to procure the respect of my em- 
ployers, and going to one. of the gentlemen in the shop, 1 
informed him llmt. I' bail signed the pledge. 

lie looked atrae very earnosily, and said,'I know you 

■ And,' I added, ' I mean to keep it.' 

! So they all say,' i.e. rcjilicd; 'and 1 hope yon will.' 

As he spoke donbthgly, I reiterated my deierminalion 
to abide by the resold km I bail made, never more to touch 
intoxicating liquors, and said to him, ' You have no con- 
fidence in me, sir. 

'None, whatever,' be replied: ! but I hope you will keep 
your pledge' 
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I turned to work again, saddened in mind and subdued 
ill spirit! f ot tho eon vers n lion 1 had just held with my em- 
ployer showed me how low 1 had sunk in the esteem of 
prudent and sober-mi ndod men. Whilst brooding over my 
misfortunes, I heard my nam;; mcnl ioned, and, turning 
round, saw a gentleman, who hail entered unobserved by 
me. He said, ' (!ood morning, Mr. (lough. I was very 
glad to see you take th.; position you did last night, and so 
were many of our temperance friends. It is just such men 
as you tliat we want, and 1. have no doubt but you will be 
(he means of doin^ .in; can-a; a great is;:' of ;;ood. : 

This greatly oncou-aged me; ami the gentleman, whose 
name was Mr. Jesse W. Goodiuh, then and now practising 
as an atlorney and counsellor at law in Worcester, added, 
in n very kindly tone, 'fMy ofiico is at '.he lixchan:;;:. Mi: 
Gough, and I shall he very l.apny to see you, whenever you 
like to call in, — very happy. 

It would be impossible to ckstribe how this act, trilling 
as it appeared, cheered me. With the ixiopi ha; of i\ii\ 
.Ioe.1 Strattou, who was a. waiter at the temperance hotel,, 
and who had asked me to sign ilio pledge, no one had ac- 
eosted me for mouths m a maiiuor w/ldi would lead mo to 
think any one cared for inc. or what might he my fate. 
Now, however, I was not altogether alone in die world; there 
ira.t a probability of my being ic-seiie:! from the slough of 
despond, where I hud so Kai.u" ul-uii floundering. I saw that 
the fountain of human kindness wis not utterly scaled up ; 
and again a green spot, an oasis, small, indeed, but cheering, 
appeared in the dese-t of life. I had something now to live 
for. A new desire for life seemed suddenly to spring up; 
the universal boundary of kiar.an Mnipathy included even 
my wretched self in iis cheering circle. And all these sen- 
eatious were generated, by a few kind words. 



^Google 



What a lesson of love should not thig teach us 1 How 
know we, but some oi'lhig s,' or! fie e, some little act of kind- 
ness, some, it may be, unconsidered word, may heal a 
bruised heart, or cheer a drooping spirit, Hever shall I 
forget the exquisite deiight n hioh 1 ;i:lt when first asked to 
call and see Mr. C oo ■ ■ i i : - 1 1 : ac: Low did I love him from 
my very heart for the pleasure he afforded me in the knowl- 
edge that some one. on the h j lt.>^i ■ L face of the earth cared for 
me,— 7 for me, who hn.fi •j.-li en myself u ;:■ as a castaway ; who. 
two (lays before, had Ver. irkindbsn ia ttie widest significa- 
tion of the word, and willing, nay, wishing, to die. Any 
man who lias suddenly broken off a ::abit, such as mine was, 
may imagine what my suite :i in; -( wore '.luting the week which 
followed my abandoning the use of alcohol. Any attempt 
to describe my feelings would inevitably fail far short of the 
reality, and I shall ihi-iit:i;--i ou"y one or two circumstances 
itt con nod ion with I hi- cvenlful period of my life. 

On the evening of the day julloiviujr that on wlnoh I 
signed the pledge, I wen: .straight home from my workshop, 
with a dreadful feeling of some in-.pemling calamity haunt- 
ing me. In spite of riie encouragement I had received, the 
presentiment of coming e.vii was so strong, that it bowed 
rne almost to the du*t with a[.i|n-chcn.-ion. The unslakable 
thirst still clung to :nc, and wafer instead of allaying it, 
seemed only to increase its intensity. I feared another 
attack of delirium frcm.'.iis, and not without reason; for, on 
that very evening, when I. loo'; the iron pin to screw up the 
binding-press, it seemed to turn to a writhing, creeping 
snake in my hands. I dropped it in horror, and it was 
nothing but a bar of iron ! These and similar illusions 
terrified me, and ore lone: my worst apprehensions were 
realized. I was faced io eneoinlcr one struggle more v.'is'i 
my enemy before I became free 
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Fearful was that struggle. God, hi bis mercy, forbid that 
any other young man should endure but a tenth part of the 
torture which racked my frame and agonised my heart. 
As, in the former attack, horrible fates glared upon me 
from the walls, — fanes ever changing, and displaying new 
and still more horrible i'eaiiu-c=, — black, bloated insects 
crawled over my face, and myriads of burning, concentric 
rings were revolving incessanlly. At one moment the 
chamber appeared as red as blood, ami in a twinkling it was 
dark as the charnel-house. J seemed to have a knife with 
I ami reds if blades iu my \'.ii:it\. every ■j',;v. i .i: ('riw.i: t'.:rou;.h 
the flesh of my hands, and all were so inextricably bent and 
tangled together, that I. could not withdraw them for some 
time ; and when I did, from my lacerated fingers the bloody 
fibres would stretch out all quivering with life. After a 
frightful paroxysm of ibis kiml. I would start like a maniac 
from my bed, and beg for life, I ife 1 What I of late thought 
so worthless, seemed now to h« of imiippreciablo value. 1 
dreaded to die, and clung to existence, as feeling that my 
eonl's salvation depended on a little more of life. A great 
portion of this time I spent alone : no mother's band was 
near to wipe the big drops of perspiration from my brow; 
no kind voice cheered me in my solitude. Alone I encoun- 
tered all the host of demoniac forms which crowded my 
chamber. No one witnessed niv agonies, or counted my 
woes, and yet I recovered ; how, still remains a mystery to 
jiiy-eb.". ;iiwl sLill ni'i:;.- ruvsierioas was the fact of my con- 
cealing my sufferings from every mortal eye. 

In about a week, I gained, iu a great degree, the mastery 
Over my accursed ajipeii'.e: but the strife had made roe 
dreadfully weak. Gradually my health improved, my 
Spirits recovered, aii'.l I. Cca^co 10 despair. Once more was 
I enabled to crawl into the sunshine ; but, ! how chanj, 
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Wan checks anil hoik™ eyes;, feeble limbs, and almost 
powerless hands, plainly enough indicated that, between 
iini and death. t!:o.re bad jinked ''■i?i.:ix tat a step. 

A great change no'.v took plaee in any con ill lion for (lie 
better, and it appeared likely enough that the anticipations 
of my friend, Mr. Stratum, who induced me to sign the 
pledge, as to my becoming once morr a respectable man, 
were about to be realized. For a long period, of late, I 
hud ceased to take any care ii'itli respect to my personal 
appearance, for the imemporate man in seldom neat; hnt I 
now began to feel a liltle wore pvide on this head, and en- 
deavored to moke my -canty wardrobe- appear to the best 
advantage. I also applied '.nys. if move diligent!;' to busi- 
ness, and became e:ia!>-ei! l<> pm-elmse articles which I had 
long needed, and assmne a more respectable appearance. 
Unfortunately, however, work soon began to slacken, and 
;ny circam-lances, in'conr-eraii'm.-e, iverc tint poor. 

I, generally, regularly attended tlie weekly ■lemporancc 
meetings, and my ease being we'l known, I was at length 
invited to speak on the subject. After some hesitation, I 
consented to do so, and addressed an audience for about 
fifteen minutes, staling wl.ai my coarse had been, and what 
temperance had ei ice toil for we. aia! also expressing my 
firm do termination, to adhere to :':o toial abstinence pledge 
I well remember the individual wbo first engaged me for a. 
regular speech. It was a good man, and devoted friend of 
the cause, Mr. Hiram Fowler, of Upton. He hoard my 
address at one of the temperance- meetings, and thinking I 
should do good, was very ensions to secure my humble 
services. 

One afternoon, not '.0111 after T joined the society, a gen- 
tleman invited me to speak on temperance, in the school- 
house, on Burncoat plain That evening I shall uever 
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forget. I was not, from sctm irv of funds, enabled to pro- 
cure filling habiliments in winch to appear before a respect- 
able audience, and so J. wis compelled to wear an old over' 
coat, which the stute o 1 ' my under clothing obliged, me W 
button closely up to my chin. The p' ace assigned to me waa 
very near a large and well-heated stove. As I spoke, I grew 
warm, and after using ,i lii-.le exertion, the beat became so 
insufferable, that 1 wis dienebeil in perspiration. My situ- 
ation was ludicrous in the extreme. I could not, in con 
sequence of the crowd, retreat from the tremendous fire, 
arid unbuttoning my emit "'as out of the question alto- 
gether. What with the warmth imparted by my subject, 
and that which pror-ccded from the stove, I was fairly be- 
tween two fires. When .1 had done my speech, I was all 
but done myself, for my body contained a greater quantity 
of caloric than it had ever possessed before or since. I 
question whether Mon- [ear ("liitt-ert, the five king, was ever 
subjected to a more ' fiery trial.' 

Not Ion j; 1 after this, it hega:; '.o be nS;i«peved about that T 
had some talents for public speaking ; find my career, as an 
intemperate man, having been notorious, a little curiosity 
as to my addresses was excited. I was invited to visit Mil- 
bmy, and deliver an address there. I went, in company 
with Doctor Hunting, of Worcester. Mr. Van Wagner, 
better known, perhaps, as the l'ougbkeepsie blacksmith, 
was also to speaii. I spoke, for the first time, from a pulpit 
at this place; and my address, which was listened to very 
attentively, occupied about a quarter of an hour or twenty 
minutes. At this time, nothing was farther from my in- 
tentions than becoming a public sneaker. In my wildest 
flights, I never dreamed of this. I can sincerely say that 
Iwas urged to give these early addresses solely by a hope 
that good, through my instrumentality, might be done to 
the temperance cause, to which 1 owed my redemption. 
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Prior to delivering Ibis address :is Milbury, I had pur 
chased a new suit of clothes, the first which I had been 
able io get for a long period. They came home on the day 
fixed for my speaking. Now, T had been so long accus- 
tomed to my old gmioenis, thiil they had become, as it 
were, a part and parcel of myself, and seemed to belong to 
me, and feel as natmul a* my skin did. My new suit waa 
very fashionably tut, and as I. put on the articles, one by 
one, I felt more awkwardness than, I verily believe, I ever 
exhibited, before or Mure, i:i the course of my life. The 
pantaloons were strapped doiui, over feet which had long 
been used to freedom, and J feared to walk in my usual 
manner, lest they should go at the knee. I feared, too, lest 
a strap should give, and make me lop-sided for life. The 
vest certainly set oil' my waist to the best advantage; but 
it did not seem, ou a fir.)!, ac<pi.iiu:.,ince, half so comfortable 
as my ancient friend, ultht.aiah the latter had long been 
threadbare, and minus a few buttons. And, then, the 
smartly cut coat was so neatly ami closely fitted to the 
arms, and the shoulders, and toe back, that, when it was 
on, I felt in a fix as well as a fit. I was fearful of any thing 
but a mincing motion, and my aims had a cataleptic 
appearance. Every step I took was a matter of anxiety, 
lest an unlucky rip should derange my smartness. How I 
tried the pockets, over and over again, a.nd stared at myself 
in the glass ! Verily 1 I'eit more av.'kivard, for some time, 
in my new suit, than F did whilst roasting before the (ire in 
my old one. 

On the evening fo". lowing my visit to .lliiluiry, I delivered 
a second address, hi another church there, which waa 
well attended. Invitations now began to pour in on 
jie from many quarters, and I had been asked, several 
times, to go to the same old school-house, on Burncoat 
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plain, where I had before spoken ; when, on the 20th of 
December, 184^, Dr. Kendall, of Stirling, aoplicd for some 
person to deliver a temperance address. I was recommend. 
ed us a suitable person, ar.d wont v,i;h him, occupying the 
whole of the evening, for the first time. Mr. Van Wagnor 
spoke the next night, nnil T wii detained until the Sunflay 
morning. On inj return to Worcester, 1 found that several 
applications for my service; bad been made from, other 
towns. Mr. Gencry Twichcll was desirous that I should go 
with him to Barre, where a Mew Year's Day celebration, or 
temperance jubilee 1 , consistiue; of singing and addresses, was 
to bo held. In compliance with Mr. Twichell's wish, I 
attended the anniversary, and felt, much gratification; after 
which I attain returned to Worcester. 

I now, finding that my en pattern ems were increasing 
fast, applied to my employers for leave of absence for a 
week or two, in order to enable: me to perform them. The 
required iicrmission I obtained. When I went away, I left 
a pile of Bibles on my bench unfinished, promising to finish 
them on my return : bur un limber.) c I re i! instances occurred, 
and I never returned to complete them. 

My time was now almo=! entire!}' employed in lecturing 
on the temperance cause: ami. r,s good appeared to be 
effected by my labors, 1 was encouraged to proceed. I 
visited, about this lime, in succession, [lie towns of Grafton, 
Webster, Leicester, Mi'Jimy. West I'.oylston, Berlin, Bol- 
ton, Upton, Hojikinton, and Mention, together with many 
other places in Worcester county, [lei names of which it is 
not necessary to record. My audience? gradually in- 
creased in numbers, and, as 1 acquired more confidence in 
speaking, my labors wore icii'lered the more useful and 
acceptable. 

1 must now refer to a circumstance which occurred about 
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five months after 1 sipiec; ilic: [ j" ■: ■ ■: 1 ;^. f: - mid which caused in- 
fiaite pain to myself, nrni uncasine;; to the friends of the 
cause. I allude to a fact, notorious ai: the time — my vio- 
lation of tliu pledge. This narrntivc purports to lie a veri- 
table record of my bi..rorv. ii:ui God forbid that I should 
conceal or misstate any inati-rioi i: ire urns tance connected 
with it. If (he former poman of this Autobiography ho 
calculated to operate us n warning against tlio use of alcg- 
holic liquors, the event which I am now abont to record 
may not bo without its use, in convincing many who have 
(lung away the madn>i:!i£ ;ir;i::_hl, riiatthcyneed a strength, 
not their own, to enable tiieni to ailhcre to the vows they 
make. Well, and wisely, has it been said by the inspired 
penman, 'Let him that thinketb ho standeth, take heed lest 
he MI ; ' for unassisted human strength is utterly unable to 
afford adequate support in the hour of weakness or tempt 
ation. We art only so far safe when we depend on a 
mightier arm than onr o'.vn for support. Our very strength 
lies in our sense of wc-.ikijess, and this was to be demon- 
strated in my experience. 

Ihad known all the misery which intoxication produces. 
and, rememberiiif: it, muM fervenlly- offer up a prayer, such 
as the following, which, although lirst breathed by other 
lips than mine, aptly expressed my feelings : — 

' Almighty God, if it be thy will that man should 
Suffer, whatever scemeth good in thy sight impose on 
me. Let the bread of a:iliction be ; ; ven me to eat. Take 
from mo the friend's of my confidence. Let the cold hut of 
poverty be my dwelling-place, ami [lie wasting hand of dis- 
ease inflict its painful torments. Let me sow in the whirl- 
wind, and reap in the storm. Let those have me in de- 
rision who are younger than I. Let the passing away of 
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my welfare bo like- the filling of a cloud, and the- shouts of 
my enemies be like 1.1 1 =. - in-diing of waters. When I an- 
ticipate good, let evil uti!],-)_y iiiftj when I look for light, let 
darkness come upon inc. Let the terrors of death be ever 
before mo. Do all tli is, hut. save me, merciful God. save 
me from (lie fate of :i Drunkard. Amen.' 

I loved the temperance pledge. No one could value it 
more than I ; for, standing, as I did, a redeemed man, en- 
abled to hold up my head in society, 1 owed every tiling to 
it. Painful as I said ibis event of my life was in the act, 
and htimUiatinfj; in the contemplation, I proceed to slate 
every piirtk-ukir respecting it. 

I was, at tins time, delivering ijlih-csscs in the town of 
Charlton, Worcester comity. Laboring so indefatigably, 
and indeed unceasingly, almoit immediately, and for some 
time, after suddenly breaking or)' the use of a stimulus to 
which I had been accustomed for years, I became very 
weak in health: and. being i,f an extremely nervous tem- 
perament, I suffered much more than I otherwise should 
have done. I had an almost constant hemorrhage from 
my stomach, and gradually became so excited, anil ner- 
vously irritable, that 1 entirely lost my appetite, and could 
neither eat nor sleep. The engagements that I had made at 
Charlton came to a termination on Fast day, and in order 
to prepare for an address the next evening at Sutton, that 
town being the next on my ! is I of appointments (number- 
ing now more than thirty in succession), I returned to Wor- 
cester. Whilst there, and on my way [here from Charlton. 
I felt sensations to which 1 had before !ieen a stranger. It 
was a most distressing leciiug. bm o:ie impossible to define. 
It will be remembered that, in a former page, I have given 
an account of an accident which I received when a bay, 
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my heart having been nouuilcrt !>y ii spade. In the neighbor- 
hood of this old injury I experienced considerable pain. A 
restlessness, too, accompanied these srmptoins, for which I 
could not aeconnt, and which I could not by any effort 
subdue. It was noticed, with some uneasiness, by my 
Friends, that I acted and talked very strangely; but I was 
not at all conscious tlnit, in my every i.Iay habits, there was 
any thing to excite or attract more than ordinary attention. 
I hoarded with a. Mrs. Cbamlnnlain, as good, kind, and 
considerate a woman as I ever knew. She observed my 
illness, and strongly urged n:o- in remain at home, and go 

still for five minutes together was n Ibing life: 1 !}' impossible. 
I conld neither sit in one position loiiir, or remain standing: 
and this restless feeling was far more distressing to myself 
than can he imagine:: by those who have not suffered in a 
similar way. It appeared to me that ( must In; going srorw.- 
mlia-t, I knew not, and cared not whither, hut there was a 
certain impulsive fci:!iu«; which J could not restrain, any 
more than an automaton can remain motionless when its 
machinery is wound up. I left Mrs. Chamberlain's house, 
much against her wish, saying f should return shortly, and 
intending to do so ; hut wkcii 1 had wandered about for a 
little time, I heard ?li« fifteen minute hell, at the depot, an- 
nounce that the train was alinut to start for Boston, and 
almost without thinking of what f was about to do, I pro- 
ceeded to the station, entered the cms, and, without any 
earthly aim or object, set out Cor Huston ; all I felt was an 
irresistible inclination to move on. I cared not where. 

Severn! gentlemen, into whose company I fell, noticed 
the extreme strangeness ''i' 1-.1 v liepoiT-ment and conversa- 
tion whilst in the ears, On arriving in Boston, I strolled 
for some time about- Ihe. shce's, uncertain how to employ 
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or nmuse myself. Ilv;nmg drew 0:1, and it occurred to me 
that I might dissipa'c toy melancholy, and quiet myself 
down, by going to the thcam.i; I ro.solvcd to pursue this 
coui'se, and accordingly entered ;!ie playhouse. Iliad not 
been there long before 1 :<■.[; in with .sonic old companions, 
with whom I had tn:.:.n irUimaie- mi-ny years before. We 
talked together of old times; and, at last, observing my 
manner, and noticing d'.at I mlkcc. strangely and incohe- 
rently, they inquired what ailed me. I told them that I felt 
as if I wanted to move 011. that move on I must, hut cared 
not whither, — in fact thai. J wns very ill. After being 
pressed to accompany then a:id i:d;e tome oysters, I con- 
sented, and we all repaired to an oyster-room. It was 
during the time of taking t"d= re Ircrd uncut that a glass of 
wine or hrandy was offi :-.■■: : d ma. Wi'.hout thought, I drank 
it off. And then, suddenly, the terrible thought flashed 
across my mind that I. bad violated my pledge. The 
horror I felt at the momce;. it vou'd be impossible forme 
ft) describe. Ruin, inevitable ruin, .stared me in the face. By 
one rash and inoon side rare act, I bad undone the work of 
months, betrayed the confidence reposed in me by friends, 
and blasted every hope for the future. To say that I felt 
miserable, would only give a faint idea of my state. Tor 
five months I had battled with my enemy, and defied him 
when he appeared armed «'!("] all his terrors; but now, when 
I fondly fancied Mm a conquered foe, and had snng in the 
broad face of day my p;eans of victory, to hundreds and 
thousands of listeners, he had craftily wrought my downfall. 
I was like some bark, 

' WliLcii slw.nl the storm when winds were rough, 
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My accursed appeti'.e ; i<;o, nir.e'u I dccincd eradicated, i 
found had only slept ; the. single glass I had taken roused 
my powerful and now successful enemy. I argued with 
myself that an I had made oik; false step, matters could not 
be made worse by taking a few more. So, yielding to 
temptation, I swallowed three or four more potations, and 
slept that night at the hotel. With the inoruing reflection 
came; and fearful, indeed, appeared to me my situation. 
Without drinking again, i. slaved in the cars for New- 
buryport. painfully feeling but !iol exhibiting any sign?! of 
having indulged in the intemperate cup on the previous 
evening. At Newbury ;io::. an milo'.iked for trial awaited 
me, — I was invited to apeak for the temperance society 
there. I felt that I had no claim nun- to bo heard, although 
I bitterly repented my retrograde movement; but at length 
I consented to speak, and did jo. both on the Sunday and the 
following Monday. To Worcester I dreaded returning, so 
agonized was I in mind. It was there I eame forward as a 
redeemed drunkard, had there, time and again, solemnly 
vowed that the ini.oTiicaiin': c.vji -ko'ilil never press my lips 
again, had there been received by ;'iu kind and the good 
with open arms, and er.roniiigei! to proceed; but, alas! how 
had I fallen! and with v.- hat countenance could I meet those 
to whose respect ami syiupa.-liy T lilt I bad now no longer 



T returned, i:i cetiseiiutnceel' c.r. terrain ing such.se 
as those, again to Eoslim thee ir: hiding to remain until I 
should decide a.s. n> ivhat :nv future course should be. I 
became faint, hungry, and sick ; urn! my heart remained 'ill 
at ease.' Again I drank, although not to excess, and at 
length resolved, at all hazards, to return to Worcester, 
which place I reached on Saturday, where, as might ba 
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expected from my conduct previousio leaving, my friends 
were very much alarmed at my absence, 

On my arrival home, I iiiLiu.clir.eiy scr.t for my friend, 
Mv. Jesse W. Goodrich, tins same gentleman, it will be re- 
membered, who kindly invited me to call on Mm the day 
after I signed the pledge. T also mint, for Dr. Hunting, who 
had greatly interested himself in my welfare. When theso 
gentlemen nunc to see mo, T a.l once made them acquainted 
with what had transpired in Boston, and my "violation of 
the pledge, and then expressed to them my determination 
to leave the town, comity, and Stale, never more to return 
to it. I then re-signed the pledge, aid commenced packing 
up my hooks and chillies, ivirh the full determination of 
leaving Worcester the following Monday. 

My friends, who did not desert me, even in these dark 
hoar's of my esiitcr.ee, ngi'dii rallied round me, and per- 
suaded me tu remain, in order to attend the temperance 
meeting on the Monday I had tixed as the day of my de- 
parture. My eandiil statement, had, in a measure, revived 
i.heir confidence in me. In iuxinrdanco with their desires, 
1 did remain, and mini. at. the- thiK: mentioned, to the upper 
Town Hall, where, a very large audience was assembled, 
who appeared to fuel ::. groat interest in the proceedings. I. 
was almost broken -hearted, and i'eit as i! I were insaiie; 
but I humhly trust that I sincerely repented of the false 



step I liail tiikeii, and, eiieei 
of my friends, 1 dctcrnh] 



ered by the considerate kindness 
■d, God helping me, to be more 
than ever an uncompromising foe to alcohol, 

As this portion of my hisloiy is of some importance, I 
shall, instead of entering into any del ailed description of 
the meeting I have just spoken of myself, quote in this 
place the report of the proceedings which, appeared at the 
lime in the public, jocm-,: Is. 
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The following nr1.lf.lo apjicnied in the 'Cataract tmS 

Washrrigtrmlan:' — 

'Mr. John B. Gongh. :is soim !is In; was known to be 111 
the hall, was called for in. ol! dim lions, and received in a 
manner which showed too true spirit of Wasliingtonian 
sympathy, kindness, and charily, to in; still predominant in 
the bosom of this groat Washington :nn fraternity. Feeble 
in health, and with an nil cranio half choked by the inten- 
sity of his feelings, he briefly alkidcd to, and promptly ac- 
knowledged his l.i ic m::-iV>i:i;ii:', saying that he had, within 
a few days past, dccmc". lihn'olf ;i crushed and a ruined 
man; but that the cucmici of the groat cause he had at- 
tempted to advocate need oot rejoice- That ho bad rallied, 
had re-signed the pledge, and I'lon felt, and should prove 
himself, a more uuriHnpe^ini-iiiL; '« !o nlochol than he had 
ever been before : arid, after invoking, in tones that came 
from and went to the heart, -he Meting of lienvon upon his 
friends, this society, and the cause, attended by bis phy- 
sician and some fiionds, retired from the hall, subdued, 
even to tears, by the Irving ordeal through which he had 
been passing.' 

The following h extracted iron) a more extended report 
in the same journal : — 

'The Washinglonian Society of Wcsfboro' met at the 
Town Hall, on Thursday evening, April 20, 1843. The 
hall was full to overflowing. The meeting was called to 
order by the President of the Society, and opened with 
prayer by the Rev. "Mr. Harvey ; after which the President 
introduced Mr. .T. B. Gough, the well-known, eloquent, and 
successful advocate of temperance, who, in a very feeling 
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and appropriate mamier, slaiert ' I- :i f . within a short lime, 
ho had broken his plcuVe, but ho liai; signed it again, again 
risen up to combat King Ako'iol, and that he appeared 
before tliem the unctunprouirioig foe to alcohol in all its 
forms, willing to dovi.ro all iho energies of his body and 
mind to the coble cause of temperance ; aud, with all hu- 
mility, threw himself upon tin; kindr.css of his friends, stal- 
ing it was for them to Bay whether or not he should pro- 
eeed, and have their Mod in;.--, e ml s-ioiport, when the follow- 
ing resolutions were oilVycil. and unanimously adopted, 
almost by accl filiation : — 

"'Resolved, That as in temp era nee is the cause of most of 
(lie misery aud suffering thai all'eer u.iv fellow-men, drying 
up ami poisoning tin: streams of domestic happiness, it is 
tliereforo our imperative duty to exert our united efforts 
against the monster, find ste.ml shoulder to shoulder, tuiti] 
die evil is banished from the land. 

'"Resolved, That we highly appreciate the former ser- 
vices of Mr. J. B. Cough, us u Wiishin-toniivn lectnrer, and, 
notwithstanding /lie uii!::i;ipy circumstances which have 
lately occurred, wc (!o most eonmdly greet him in the 
"Washington inn spirit- of tin :1m ss n.i:d sympathy, and most 
cheerfully do we gilt him our civ.mrcnance, and support in 
the glorioi^ cause of icinperanee." 

' Jlr. Guugh again niie. ci Mcni.tymncli cmhanasserl, and 
was received by the audience with rkr/rbd marks of appro- 
bation. He stated, that to be llms received was more than 
he felt able to hear. Scorn and contumely he should be 
enabled to endure, hut to kindness be. bad not alwaya been 
accustomed, and he was completely unmanned. Recover- 
ing his self-possession, he went on, and most eloquently 
warned all, particularly tin: young men, who .had become 
Washing) oman s, lo h'jiimik-i tlit'i <;!>' rv;.i:>o'fltfls,andnot place 
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themselves in the way nf tci»;ii:iti.in. J [u portrayed, in most 
glowing colors, the erinuirjUty of those who endeavor, 
whatever may be their motive, to induce any one to violate 
his pledge, leaving thorn to their own consciences and 
their Goil. After holding tin; undivided attention of his 
audience for near an hour, lie a. m i ■: 1 ■:■ : 1 with a most power- 
ful appeal to a Si 10 come '.Hi- 1-iu.n the pledge, boning lliat 

no one would otter us an cxciihi;, th:;t tin; speaker had violated 
his, but come out. and, each and nil, ;;ive their support to a 
cause which is worthy of the best ell'ort of our powers.' 



' Unsolved, That we deeply sympatJiize with Mr. Gough 
in Ms misfortune, in having violated his plcdge.and heartily 
express our satisfaction with his a;.o!ogy, and highly ap- 
prove of his determination to continue his labors in the 



Never shall I forget the kindness shown me at this 
time by my friends, amongst whom I would especially 
mention Mr. Goodrich, Dr. Hunting, and Mr. George M. 
Riec, of Worcester.-- It would be impossible for me to 
enumerate here all from whom I received the most con- 
siderate attentions, but they are not forgotten by me, and 

Although freely and fully forgiven by the Society, I 
still felt keenly on the subject of my lapse ; but my inten- 



• Although by flip, gt:]ier,reity ofmy friends I v 


.-iis kindly iiir^ii-eii, 


yet by some fijw I was, run] siili am, regarded i 


n no very favorable 


light. 1 regret this, hat do not blame them for 




on the true Washinirtooiau principles ; (hey hai 


■e my good will and 


wistiei, whatever may be their disposition toW! 


.idi me. 
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tioti of leaving the town was nut carried into effect; as my 
friends, one and all, -,;rgbg n:e lo remain. 1 felt it my duty 
to accede to their wishes. I was waited upon in Worces- 
ter hy Mr, Ellsworth Chdds, of \V"es (borough, with a re- 
quest from the good [Viuiids of lluit place that I should 
visit them, and I felt ii. to lie a duly r.o go to the different 
towns where I had made engagements, and to which I 
had been reinvitcd, freely :i::d frankly to confess the cir- 
cumstances which led roe to break my appointments, and 
solicit their forgiveness, which was willingly accorded in 

I trust that I now had a full sense of my own insuffi- 
ciency to keep myself from sinking. Hitherto I had relied 
too implicitly on my own strength for support, and ray 
utter weakness hail been painfully exemplified in my vio- 
lation of a sacred [mmiise. lr was a humiliating blow, but 
it taught me that I derived my strenglli from on high, and 
that when lie withdrew i: I mi utterly powerless to think 
of myself any good thing. Whatever my future situation 
in life may be, I hope ever to posse*! a strong sense of my 
utter weakness, an, 1 thcrMi a humble dependence on Him 
who is able to keep me from falling, mid render my labors 
honorable and useful. 

This account of my violation of i!io ] :■ I m rt jro will, T doubt 
not, be entirely new lo luany of my reailers, although in 
my own neighborly oil tin; fast was notorious enough. It 
is my earnest wish to semi forth this narrative to the world 
in as complete and perfect a manner as practicable; omit- 
ting nothing, not a/Id nig lo imy thine; : so that it may be as 
faithful a record of my life as can be presented. I liave 
not shrunk from depicting the 'lark days of my life, be- 
cause I wished to want my fellow-men against the wine- 
cup, and to strip the false and fading flowers from the 
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-; which amuse the. iimlicimj v,lii"s! Die; etipplc 
his energies; ami in rei'e.nhi;;, lis I shull have occasion to 
do, in the remaining pages, lo ihe. (line sinee the (lark pall 
was lifted up, I trust, fbievcr, ami hope's brilliant star shed 
on me its lustre, I hope 1 shall not be deemed egotistical — 
Uliii this nothing eau be more Ibrcign to my views and senti- 
ments. My readers must take the picture as it is, re- 
membering that 1 have not adopted the style of any acad- 
emy or school, but endeavored to present to the mind's 
eye a graphic delineation of whit may be often niet with in 
our daily pall is — a pninlir.ij of human nature moil the 



^Google 



AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 



BY JOHN B. GOUGH. 



PART THIRD. 

With the exception of ul>oul three or four weeks of the 
summer of 184.'S, I have ! ,i' ■;?:■::■. I since: t.b.it year in behalf 
of the temperance cause, having, 1. trust, sought and ob- 
tained assistant fi'oia on 1 ligli. and rested all my hopes 
for success on the right foundation. 

The sphere of my o;i(:rLiiiuns neon hceame extended, and 
I delivered lectures in the counties of Worcester, Norfolk, 
Middlesex, and sometime* in (lie nordcr towns of Con- 
necticut, Vermont. i"i:iv ll:nitpshii\^, and as far as Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, liming : Ji i ~ period I had received 
repeated invitation:: from ;i gemie.man well known in Bos- 
ton, Moses Grant, Ksf|., to go to th;ir. city and deliver ad- 
dresses there. I felt, liowi.!i ei\ no dUjio-silion to accept his 
offer at tliis time ; but sometime afterward, on the 23d of 
Augnst, 1S43, happening to bt; a?, a celebration at the village 
of Hopkinton, Massachusetts, Mi'. Grant, came to me and 
requested a sight of my Imok of iijijioinlmenta. I showed 
him what he required, and he ituniediiUely placed hi? finger 
on the sixteenth, twenty -fusi. twenty -second, and twenty- 
tMrd days of Septcmtii.r, and told me I must consider 



^Google 



myself en gaged by him for those ('.Lip. Mr. Grant then 
very kindly told me to come lo his house, find divest my- 
self of all fear, for a goad opportunity should be given mo. 
.[accordingly agreed with Mr. Grant to visit Boston, and 
on Saturday, the sixtieth . if September, proceeded to that 
city, and went at once lo Mr, Grant's house, where I was 
very kindly received. 

I felt, rather apprehensive m vie v.- of speaking hi Eos:ou, 
for I had heard it spoken of as the modern Athens, and 
knew that as to intelligence il stood vtry high amonj't the 
cities of the Union. It was of no use, however, to look 
back; and as I was announced to speak that same evening 
at the Tremont Chape 1 , mnler (he Museum, I determined 
to pluck up my courajri::. As I wa'ked towards the Chapel 
I really felt half inclined to run away. On entering the 
house I found it about half full. I bad frequently stood up 
hefore much larger aadienees. lid 1 never experienced so 
much hesitation and nervous sensibility as then. My 
courage, like I bat, of Tilth Aei es, seemed to be oozing out at 
the palms of my hunk and my heart palpitated with ap- 
prehension. But I managed to get. through the ordeal, for 
such in reality it «:■;, without jay I rep id at ion having been 
much observed. 

On the four nest following days I spoke at l.Josbuiy, and 
on the twenty-first I delivered an address again in Boston. 
at the Rev. Mr. Turn bull's church, in Harrison avenue. 
On each of the two next days I spoke in Marlboro' Chapel; 
although T had heard jn-ich of temperance meetings being 
frequently held there, I had never seen them. On the first 
night I spoke there it was a'loat half full, and on the next 
the audience filled die building. 

I then left Bosloa, and travelled through the various 
towns In the vicinity, diliverh:;': addresses, until the fotlow- 
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inp; third of November, win::: I returned to the dty, and 
spoke throe or four times at Marlboro' Chapel, and, on five 
Or six occasions, at the. Ortcon. T Ic'.t sonic diffidence about 
speaking at the latter pli:ce, lVm-in.,' it -.vaa too large for me, 
but, to my surprise, on Sur.tUi.; night, it was very full, and 
on the Monday evening crowded to excess. This reception 
encouraged me, and I coiuiinicrt io !>ivn addresses in Boston, 
with "very few exceptions, uiiiil tin; second of December, 
when I went to Portland, Maine, and again returned to 
Boston, speaking in the tourse of ihe month, sometimes for 
the Washington! an s, and at others for the Ladies' Benevo- 
lent Society, but. principally nm'.er the direction of my 
friend, Deacon Grant, and the Button Temperance Society, 
then under the judidaiH nijiui^eniciH of that gentleman, 
who acted and still act? as ita President. My services were 
now in requisition at Concord, N. II., New Bedford, Nashua, 
Gloucester, Marhlehcatl, Ifui-kport ; and I made a trip inta 
the Old Colony of Plymouth, where the Pilgrim Fathers 
landed, and visited also the towtis of Kcvburyport, Newport, 
R. I., and many other places, returning occasionally to the 
city, anil speaking to ]:]i«e audiences there. 

I was married at Worcester, on the S4th of November, 
1843, by the ltev. Mr. Smally, a gentleman who, from the 
first, hod been my friend. After this, I went to reside at 
lloxbmy, where we hoarded with Mrs. Fuller, a warm- 
hearted Wash! n gtouian, one ever ready to assist the re- 
formed man ; in consequence of ivliich. her house somewhat 
resembled a hospital, or ohec of n fitgo for the destitute. 
Mrs. Fuller evinced her hive to the cause, by often being 
out of pocket, through her endeavor.-* to promote it. 

Through Deacon t'haiu and o:li.-r gentlemen, I received 
applications for ray services from the cities of New York, 
Philadelphia, Richmond, Va., Charleston, S. C, Cincinnati, 
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Bangor, and many other distant places. After mature 
Consideration, it ivivs i:i:.-:-"etod by my friends that I should 
first -visit New York, iircoin 1*111 iort by Deacon Grant, as the 
anniversary of the American Temperance Union was to be 
held in that city. Wc left Boston on the 8th of May, 184*, 
and I delivered an inldress in Xew Tin-It at the anniversary 
on the ninth; and on [lie tenth and twelfth of the same 
month I spoke in two of the churohes, I also paid a visit 
io Newark and to the city of Brooklyn, and on the 16th of 
May started for 1 * 1 1 1 1 i ■- ■ . -. - ! \ ■ "1 ■ i : ■- _ "11 which city. ;i!t:iou-;ls ;;r- 
rangements had been made for my speaking, it was not 
deemed advisable to hold meetings, in consequence of the 
riots which had recently ocem-rcil tliere. I then, proceeded 
to Baltimore, in which city T spoke for five nights ; thence 
I went to Washington, whore 1 delivered addresses in the 
morning and evening, ami, rcii.rr.injr, gave four lectures in 
Philadelphia, and two in New York. Whilst proceeding 
to Boston, in order to be present at the grand temperance 
celebration on the thirtieth of May. "f delivered an address 
on hoard the steamer ^i"e;^acbn-er h ;. in company with Dr. 
Patton, the Rev. Join M';;r>h. and many other friends of 

Before I allude to (he mag'iilicent demonstration, jus! 
referred to, 1 would mention, that 1 have received several 
testimonials of the a-;i|jiohatio)i and good-will of kind 
friends. Let it lie perfectly understood, that I do not 
make any mention of them from n. feeling of pride, or in a 
spirit, of serf-satisfied egotism. It is rather in acknowledg- 
ment of the kindness of the respected donors that I take 
any notice of these mementos here. I extract the following 
from the .Boston Bee: — 

'The exercises at the "Fremont Temple, on Thursday 
evening, on occasion of Mr. Gongh's farewell address. 
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[previous to leaving wi'Ji I)l-.ico:i Grant for l'liihuklnliia,] 
we.ce highly interesting, and auendtrd by a largo audience. 
The singing by the Euterpeans, Quartette Club, and 

others, was excellent, i Mi: ( I mini's address exceeded in 

interest all his former eilbits. An elegant silver medal was 
presented to Mr. Cough, jaT.'Mr.pi-.iiit'.d by some eloquent 
remarks by the Rev. E. II. Cliapin, which tailed forth from 
Mr. Gough an offdia.nd egression of gratitude, sincere, 
warm, and gushing. We have licen favored with an in- 
spection of the medal v-hidi is rer'ninly very beautiful. 
The workmanship is equal n> any tiling of the kind we 
ever saw, and was e.vecided by Jtennison, Adams & Co., 
67 Washington street. On one side of the medal are the 
following words : — 



JOHN E. GOUGH, 
BOSTON QUARTETTE CLUH 



On the reverse is af ni-ta!n p'.iyin;-; from a shell, beneath 
which is inscribed, 

'The Fouhtain of Life.' 
This is enclosed with very tasieiuUy ilesigned and executed 
scroll-work, and aromul iho i- ■. I ; ; n is engraved the names of 
the donors, 

F. A. Lydston, W. H. TJukbkck, 

S. P. Curbiek, J. B. HECTOn.' 

The edge of the medal is, massive, and elegantly chased. 

Its value we presume to lie somewhere between fifteen and 
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twenty dollars intrinsically, but we cannot calculate its 
worth to the recipient "bo lias so well deserved such a 
compliment by his imtbin;; a>Li! successful efforts in the 

I returned to Boston early oh the morning of the 30th 
of May, Mr. Samuel A. Walker having made arrangements 
for mo to take a part hi the exercises of the day, — a day 
which will long he romcnibijrcd ;i- one of the most interest- 
ing that ever occurred hi the i-ajiiial of Massachusetts. To 
my great surprise, 1 found on my arrival, that a barouche 
and four white horses bail been prepared to convey me into 
the city. I experienced immense difficulty in getting to 
the State House, so dense %ra J ::,c crowd of persons in the 
various streets ; and tin- whole ;ni[udatioii of the city,scomed 
almost to a man, to hare risen up u;;d haded the celebration 
of the Gienius of Temperance. 

It was a brilliant day, in the most beautiful of the 
months; and nil heaven and ea.riii seemed to conspire in 
order to do honor to a cause whose object was the promo- 
tion of the happiness of God's creatures. The sun shone 
from a sky of cloudless azure, mid the young May flowers 
rejoiced in his beams. The river sparkled as it flowed 
along, bearing on Us 1 mud bosom majestic barks, decorated, 
from trucks to maiu-i.-li;ii"s, with gay flags and streamers. 
Every now and t!ie n. a light cloud of white smoke would 
float upward, and then the thunder of cannonading would 
reverberate amongst the distant bills. Music sent forth its 
glad tones upon the air, ar.d as one band ceased its melody. 
another and another ivotdd burst forth, until the whole air 
was vocal with, sweet sounds. 

The city was dressed in gay el lire, as we may suppose 
Venice was clad in In r bri-U: ami uu'niy days. The shops 
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r innocent pleasure ru'.ei'. in the mam of 
a few short horns. The Custom House 
doors no more afforded eg ■ess i ad ingress to the busy sons 
of traffic; aud at the hanks was- In.'; 1 . pi no silver sounds pro- 
ceeding from tire money- eh augers. The counting-house 
was still, for the merchant and his clerks had dosed the 
ledger, and determined to balance accounts with temper- 
ance for once in the year, at least- From many a warehouse 
window, high up. lunu' i^.ylv-colcrc! fancy goods; and in 
some streets, lines of banners ,- Wretched across the streets 
from end to end, ami hundreds of emblematic bottles were 
displayed, suspended, bottom ut™ aid, from, lines, with the 

From every window ur-.icb commanded a view of the 
procession, gazed hundreds of old and young, grave and 
gay. Those in Washington street were crowded with 
ladies; and never did briidiiet* eyes re it on a fairer scene 
than was presented to the view that day. It was a great 
day for the women. 

Yes; for the women! They were more interested in 
such a demonstration t!:mi fit first gbmce might lie sup- 
posed. If ever an angel conveyed to them 'good tidings,' 
surely it must have been the heavenly visitant who bore 
temperance to their homes. Weak, delicate women may 
well bless a cause so pregnant with household blessings 
and domestic affections. .How many bright eyes have 
grown dim, and light heart.- heavy, and delicate frames 
bowed down to the dust — and what young hopes have 
been blighted, and si ion;'. alTc.c^ons < rushed, and fair pros- 
pects blasted, during the absent. 1 !; of temperance from the 
hearthside. Ay, that hearth itself has become a desolate 
place, a domestic deserl, Iiarrcn and nnproijtaMe : for, 
where the mother sang to her girl, and the father proudly 
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gazed on his boy — where- husband and wife 'took sweet 
counsel together.' and sister and mi'lbei' formed the social 
nag, scarcely a link of ike shivered chain is left to toll 
where happiness once had been. Families become scattered 
whenever intemperance phut.; bis burning foot on the 
threshold, anil that which was once — 



a sanctuary from the toil and turmoil of this working-day 
world, becomes but a cage of inn-haii birds — a very Pan- 
demonium. Home! (he niiijii- of (hat irortl is dispelled for- 
ever, and they iv!:o dwelt uai.Lcr ike family roof tree — 



O ! has cot woman reason to bless the 1c 

But to the procession ; for. as no record of it, except the 
ephemeral reports of the newspapers, exists, I have been 
iudih-ed !o neiicc ii here. 

I had witnessed many great, gatherings, of various de- 
scriptions; but none ever aU'eet.ei! me as this did. I could 
scarcely speak, and (o describe my feelings would be im- 
possible. Such a day I r.cv;a\ ;:i il-v most sanguine dreams, 
imagined would have dawned on earth- 
On it came, a itensc. fia; ly-aihaaaai, moving multitude, 
all in perfect order — every eye beaming with gladness, 
and every lip wreathctl with smiles. The Boston Brigade 
Band came first, pealing for'b sea a is of triumphant music. 
Tee Washington J'.ia;":;'. Infantry, clad in (he trappings of 
war, next marched -o celebrate the peaceful triumphs of 
temperance; and then a raagnk!cc::t pri-ic-banncr displayed 
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its gorgeous folds to the breeze- [This flag was after- 
wards awarded, by Moses 'Kiv:d>a.l. llsq., of the Museum, 
to the comity having the largest, number in the procession, 
according to Us population.] 

Then came a fcur-liursu barouche, with two marshals, 
one on either side, in which was that truly great and good 
man, Governor .Hi.iiii-. the I'ro.iiilcul. of the day, accom- 
panied by the President of the Wa^hingloman Tempe- 
ranee Society. High as was his shualion as Governor of 
the Bay State, never sloi.nl he in a promier position than on 
thai day. 0! it was a noble thing, to sen one who posses- 
sed BUCh influence, exerting it in so noble a cause, and 
there, by his pvesence ; enconvagiug the progress of a re- 
ibrnt, the l>les.s.iiigs"[- : .u!ii"^ from whLh will only be known 
in that day when all secrets shall he revealed. A far 
nobler and more imposioii; sight was. it than fields of martial 
glory could over exhibit -fields where heroes stood, and 
received their laurels of triumph. The Governor of Mas- 
sachusetts licatie.d an amy, which only pressed on to 
achieve bloodless victorias, anrt proclaim 'pcaeo on earth.' 
Such men constitute the line uohilirv. Universal benevo- 
lence is emblazoned on their escutcheons. The happiness 
of mankind, temporal and eternal, form Iheir mottoes ; and 
the gratitude and admiration of their hind, the rich seals 
to their patents of nobility. 

In the carriage with Hie. Governor were the Rev, John 
Marsh, W. K. Mitchell, and Win. E. Stacy, Esq. The 
Vice-President of 'he day came next, and then followed 
a Eeverend band of men, who, whilst they labored in their 
vocation for the interests <;f idle/ion, acknowledger? tem- 
perance as its handmaid. A largo band of invited guests 
then formed its portion of the procession. 

Next came the different societies of Suffolk county, with 
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banners streaming in t!n; air, and umsie iicaling from the 
Washingtonian Tci[j]:crarLcc Baml, who honored ilia pro- 
ceedings of the day by ajeicaiani.' !i;r the first time in anew 
ami splendid uniform. The band preceded the Parent Wash- 
ingtonian Total Aiwiineriee jioeitrj. which was incorpor- 
ated with the North End Temperance Association, the 
West Boston lla^coek U'n-hii'.gionian Temperance 
Society, and the Tort Hill Washingtonian Temperance 
Society. After these catne. in lov.\i and noble array, the 
Boston Temperance Society. Then, the South Boston 
U'.i.-h instill i Total Abstinence Society. This body 
haying conspicuously in their midst a Well of pure cold 
water, drawn by liorstn. The Chelsea Temperance Union 
next made its chccvfid ap]!cara.nee ; and then the St. Ma- 
ry's Temperance Sociery, ana the South End Washing- 
tonian Benevolent Tola! Abstinence Society, preceded by 
tile magnificent Band of the United .States ship of the line 
Ohio. The Boston Marine Total Abstinence Society next 
followed, composed of hale, joyous-looking tars, who be- 
lied in appearance the .-."onion that grog was necessary 
for sailors. These bore- in their ranks a splendid model 
of the United State, Irrigate Constitution, behind which 
eame the crew of the Cnited States ship Ohio. 

That interesting bod)-, the Boston Young Men's Total 
Abstinence Society, miliar v.ith ilie West Boston Young 
Men's Total Abstinence Society, nnnrhed proudly on, fol- 
lowed by the Hibernian Toial Abstinence Society. The 
Father Mathew Total Abstinence Society, the Sonth Bos- 
ton Catholic Total Abstinence Society, the South End 
Young Men's Benevolent Total Abstinence Society, the 
North End Youth's Total Abstinence Society ; and then 
came a joyous band of children, forming the South End 
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Colli Water Army, and ;lih;i!ht .'e^ioit of Utile ones — the 
Cold Water Army from Port Hill. 

A pleasant sight it was — that array of children, as with 
tiny feet they marched along tin: crowded streets, looking 
up to the vast multitude who pmed on them, witli spark- 
ling eyes, and delighted smiles. Koine- wore there who hud 
once known the misery of 1 1 m. v ■ ; 1 ^ :i drunken parent, who 
had long been strangers to the land word and approving 
smile, hut who now- felt a".l t!:e lfesed influences which 
temperance spread aronnd. And happily tho little things 
trooped on, waving mimic hu.niic.i'5, iLiid shouting for very 
joy. Some had fathers and brothers in that long lino of 
procession, who never snw their little darlings so happy 
before. O I it was a happy sight. 

This Cold Water Army had a leader, who ably 
' Marshalled Ihem We way that they shonlu go.' 
It was Deacon Gram, (he t.ii-ui of riiiidren. He had not, 
like many commanders of great armies, cannon at his 
beck, and bayonctn to perfurm his; bidding. He did not 
issue bulletins or general orders ; but ho was well sup- 
plied {as, by the way, he generally is, with tracts, and 
pamphlets, and handbills, in such vast and incredible 
numbers, all on the subject of temperance, that it is al- 
most a mystery how ho stows them away in his many 
pockets. Look at him, now thai he is wound up to a 
pitch of enthusiasm, seldom equalled, and which it would 
seem never can lie surpassed, waving, not a marshall's 
baton, but a beaver hat, the capacious interior of which, 
has, by an ingenious device, leen eon verted into a teetotal 
library — a circulating one too, for see how the printed 
sheets are flying in all directions! Hurrah 1 shout the 
children in ecstasy — all of them aro delighted and pleased 
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with Deacon Grant's rare of and for them ; and as pleased 
and happy as any one of his little battalion is Deacon Grant 
himself. 

The Fireman's Tumi Afsthmiv AF^oeii'.iion follow, 
as also oilier societies r.i'civil'n;,' lc :':e date of their form- 
ations. Glittering rcgidiu announce the presence of the 
Independent Order (if P.iuhiihiti^, whilst loudly around 
them the Piwidoiice lii-.i-- 1-land eHiocs Us exciting music. 
Following the band ionics a delegation from Ehodo 
Island ; then, another band of music ; then, a delegation 
from Maine, and embassies of peace from Other Slates, 
which concludes the Suffolk county portion of the pro- 
Middlesex sends forth ir^ multitude* of total abstainers. 
Esses swells the ir-iumj Jin.1 i)iro:i^, and the President and 
V ice- Vnni dent of the County Tom iterance Society march 
in its midst. Worcester county is not behindhand — nor 
Hampshire — nor Hampden— nor Berkshire. Bristol 
county is up and doing, anil, preceded by the New Bedford 
Brass Band, comes a Wii-sUingloiiLiiTi wlialeboat, on wheels, 
fully manned by stalwart 'ookiu.;; fid lews, who have taken 
up the harpoon of rem;) crimen with which to transfix the 
monster alcohol. I'o'lcwi]]^ IJavrisiidik!, Nantucket, and 
Dukes county, comes Norfolk, a small county, &c., then 
the Boston Brass Band finely playing. The Boxbary 
Artillery form an escort, and the different total absti- 
nence societies and associations of the comity bring up 
the rear. 

It would he an idle thing to attempt a description or 
enumeration of the numy dsidrei which appeared on the 
banners and flags displayed in the procession, which con- 
sisted, at a moderate computation, of forty or fifty thou- 
sand persons. It was altogether a magnificent sight, tod 
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one which had never tie on parallel?'!. I saw one man in 
the long line who called up emotions of thankful interest 
in my heart. Some time before, thai person camo to mo 
it my house in lioxlmry, it wretehed, drunken, broken- 
down creature, and signed the (false. When ho hail 
done so, the poor fellow < lasped his hands, and said, ' O! 
Mr. Gongh, do yon think I ran keep it — do yon think I 
shall be able to pcilbriTi my pi-nmisol* I assured him 
that he could, and lie oxiiressei! Iris earnest intention to 
adhere to his pledge. I now saw that very man, with a 
firm step anil a flask of liuiiesr pride in his eye, healing 
aloft a mottoed lutnner. J Jo was a. free man, and rejoiced 
in his emancipation. ! my heart thrilled with joy as I 
gazed, and knew inn! felt that hundreds such as he were 
joining in the festival of the day. Men who had been re- 
deemed from a woi'se tlir.ii l!i;ypi ian thraldom, and were 
restored to their home-, to their families, and to soeiety. 
As banner alter Ixi'mer. '.'.if II their various mottoes, passed 
by me, my feelings wore strung to an almost painful de- 
gree of tension ; for J roiaeiiibevo'l all the past, and could 
Mji in'hi eon ir j:- :in a my pre-on' silmitk.iL '.villi what it had 

The good city of Bo.*;™ iKvcrn-iirie-set! a prouder array 
in her streets, than on thai day. As llie procession passed 
through the various sireeei, il was hailed with joyous ac- 
clamations; and. in many ;ilaees, I'oiiouets and garlands of 
flowers were showere.l from the windows by their fair oc- 
cupants. "When it arrived at. 'lie t'ni.rance to the spacious 
Common, the little fi'.i:.,:.: Colli Water Army filed off in two 
parallel lines, and between them went the long train of li viug 
beings to the piano of appointment. 

The old Common was all alive that day ; from the dome 
nf llie State House Uoaie.l the: stirs ami stripes, '■ho gorgeous 
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folds of the national Ih-.j apooavm;; in fall relief against a 
sky of dazzling azure Manners appeared in every direc- 
tion, arid the deep boom of tlic drum remanded from all 
quarters. During tin; in' (■Wills of music there was almost 
a Salbalh sLillticsi. al;-;u:i^i, 'Vo:n sixty to seventy thousand 
person* ivi:i( present. The most perfect order was pre- 
SCI'VCil, and J 1U t J i i L4 t ■,'!■ '. i.- 1 '. 10 :j i : !. i ■ Hi:; pc.V'i/.fal proceeding 
of the time. The mighty mass assembled around stands 
which hiai been erected on the Common, and a prayer 
having been offered tip, in which blessings were implored 
on the great cause of temperance, the united voiees of the 
vast assemblage, a noble bainl of freemen, arose to heaven, 
in a shout of, 'We 're a hand of freemen ! We 're a baud 
of freemen ! ' 

When the voices hail censed, Governor I'.riggs arose, and 
expressed in eloquent l.einis his high gratification at the 
Epectacle before him ; ?mh an snr, he hesitated not to say, 
as had never been witnessed in the world before. Ilia 
Excellency spoke lor more than hah' an honr, and his 
remarks elicited loud mil ire: mint plaudits. The Governor 
was followed by other speakers, whose addresses were 
listened to with deep interest. It was a glorious thing to 
see men who stood in high places, and enjoying the con- 
fidence of the wise am! goon, taking conspicuous parts in 
such, proceedings; and if angels ever rejoice over earthly 
scenes, surely it might have been whilst contemplating 
such a great moral spectacle. 

As I was much r"n.ti.!H:'-il :.y my Unbars daring the past 
few weeks, I did not take any part i:i the proceedings of 
the day, at least in the open air. Indeed, I do not think I 
amid hare spoken at. that lime ; my heart was too full. An 
engagement, however, leu! been taade for me to speak in 
the Tremcnt Temple in the evening, to which place an 
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is of twenty-live cents was demanded, for the 
purpose of defraying expenses. The house was filled lo 
overflowing, as soon as the doors were opened. The Gov- 
ernor, myself, anil scvcrnl others tln::i: delivered addresses, 
which closed the exercises of the day. 

I cannot conclude this sketch of the proceedings of this 
memorable time, without paving a passing and well- 
deserved tribute to flic: cliiui-nuirstul, Samuel A. Walker, 
Esq., who so efficiently si; revm tended the complicated 
arrangements of the procession, and by his liberal expendi- 
ture, conduced so much lo in sue era -fill issue. From me 
however, no commi^.ditiiou (if one who has always been 
ready : and willing to assiii the cause of temperance, and 
who has frequently shown me personal kindness, is needed. 

Having concluded arrangements with the Eev. John 
Marsh, of New York sotrclji'y ol* the Am. Temp. Union, 
to travel with him to various towns and Slates of the 
Union, and deliver temperance addresses; after visiting Con- 
cord. Manchester, and Providence, we started, on the 24th 
of June, for western Xr.v York. J Sei'l iioston, for Hudson, 
on the 24th of June, and remained absent until the follow- 
ing tliird of August, having had a delightful tour, during 
which I enjoyed the high gratification of seeing the Falls 
of Niagara ; which w;ir:.ecr o'' iiie world I will not venture 
to describe, for the very prudent reason that, as many have 
attempted to, and miserably failed, it would he of little use 
for me to add one to (lie list of in cap allies in this respect 

After my return to Boston, I spoke on Sunday, August 
4th, at the Tremont Temple; and then, finding that my 
continued labors were somewhat exhausting my physical 
powers, which were mil. naturally of a powerful cast, I 

! i:owp;!.itl rinks to •cvi.r.i' of the surrounding towns, until 
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the 11th of September, wbon I started again For Gardiner, 
Hallowell, Augusta, Hath, and Bangor. At the latter 
place, temperance prayer-niee'ings were held, at which, 
ministers of all denomination? iilt ended, and appeared to 
feci great interest in Iho welfare of :'::<: glorious cause. A 
blessing seemed to follow these exercises ; for, after I had 
delivered eleven addresses, seventeen, hundred person? 
signed the total abstinence pledge. 1 shall never forget 
the many kindnesses I experiri'iccil from friends at Bangor. 
Whilst there, I remained at the house of Mr. F. Temple 
Wheeler, who, together with his excellent and amiable 
lady, secured to me every comfort; indeed, I do not re- 
member having spent a week so pleasantly in every respect 
since I have boon laboring in the temperance cause, as at 
this place. I believe much profit resulted to the mission 
and myself from the visit to Bangor. I mnst not forget to 
add, that Mr. William Dow, Mr. Duren, Mrs. Ingraham, 
and indeed a host of others, manifested a, deep interest in 
my welfare and that of the great cause, of which I am a 
humble advocate. 

At Bangor, I was prewiici'l with an elegant annual. The 
following report I extract from a Bangor paper ; — 
'Mb. Gousii and the Laoies. 

'We have before stated, that the ladies made Mr. Gough, 
on Friday aftornoon last, at the close of his address at the 
Hammond street church, two beautiful presents, as "me- 
mentoes of their affectionate regard," Mrs. F. T. Wheeler 
was selected to make ilie pre; cut ;it ion address, which she 
did with a lady-like s-r.ico, peculiarly her own. The ladies 
most active in setting the matter on foot are entitled to 
much praise, antl we do nrii helicv i; their generous affection 
could hare selected, hr.rf fhr-yiaiiiackeil (he country through, 
a more worthy individual than Mr, Gough as the recipient 
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of their favors. Wo should like to call the names of 
several of the ladles wo wot of, who have taken a very great 

whom, we know, have lu:u;i ihu i"e::ns of doing much good 
had wo permission to do so. They may rest assured there 
are those who will never thin;; of their names but with 
gratitude and affection. If i; lit; no; presumptuous, we will 
say to them ]i erse re re, — persevere. 

' The following is Mrs. Wheeler's excellent and touching 
address, with which we have been kindly favored. To 
which Mr. Gough replied in a most feeling manner ; stat- 
ing, what is an honor Co the ladies of Bangor, that from 
their hands he had received the first testimonial of the 
kind : — 

"Me. Gough,-— The ladies of .Bangor, from a deep 
sense 6f gratitude for the great and unparalleled good 
which has been effected hy yon:- eloquent and energetic 
appeals, and desirous that you should possess some testi- 
mony of their high estimation of your worth, do, through 
me, their representative, request your acceptance of this 
Annual, and that you will retain it as a memento of 
their affectionate regard; and when you shall hereafter 
open it, and your eyes frill upon its pges, may it remind 
you how signally — how ii.-rmtlerfiiHij — it has pleased God 
to bless your labors is: Bangor: r-iul may it elevate your 
thoughts and feelings to Him who has made you the 
honored instrument of saving so many from the miseries 
of intemperance, ami inducing our beloved young men to 
dash the maddening cup from their lips, and reVinr to 
the more quiet scenes of happiness and peace. 

1 " The ladies have not been unmindful of the great sac- 
rifice of domestic hrrp[:iv.e.ss, consequent upon your devo- 
tion to the cause of (em iterance aiuL humanity, nor of the 
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amiable, the Christian eomr.ianion, who must share the 
honors to which you so oi.yilhl-i.jl1v entitle yourself; they 
therefore request you, on your return, to present her tiiis 
Bushel; that she may be reminded by the gift, bestowed 
mutually on you both, tfi.it, in your future absence from 
her, she must be oon'r.ihr. hi shu™ Iter blessings with her 
country; happy in the ussm-unee that your efforts will be 
crowned with the Hussinjjs of .ITtavcii, and the approbation 
of the Society which surrounds you; while the poor and 
perishing, saved by yo-.ir r.^ertio-:-, hhull rise up and bless 
you, and be stars in your crown of rejoicing, for ever and 

' The Annual bears the following inscription : — 



Me. J. B. GOUGH, bt the LADIES OF BANGOR, 

MEMENTO OP TIIEIK GRATITUDE 

For las fiiitluii! jic cu vermis i:l in.: Ciwisu nf Temperance. 

'The centre of IV. o silver biisbe; is engraved thus : — 

Mb. and Mks. J. B. GOUGH. 

Faau tue Ladies of Bahgob. September SB, 1S44. 

' A very beautiful jjolil peneil-c-ase wis also fi jrwanled to 

Mr. Gough, ou the 30tli nit, by some young ladies of this 

city, who are not pledged to the cause of temperance. 

Many other tokens of aspect irere received by Mr. Gough 

from gentlemen of the city.' 

Returning through Portland, I returned to Hie city of 
Boston, where I tlelii I'-red several addresses ; after which I 
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again visited Tnimtou. litre n grand temperance gather- 
ing took place, at which, addresses were delivered by Mr. 
Stanton, Dr. Jeweft, and myself. Of one circumstance, 
connected with this celebration, the Tauntoa ' "Jew- 
Drop ' gives tlie following account : — 

' An elegant Bible, purchased by the Ladies' Toial Ab- 
stinence Society of ihi-i tinvn, was then, on their behalf, 
presented to Mr. Gough, by Samuel L. Crocker, Esq., ac- 
companied, with tbo following neat and pertinent ad- 

'"Mr kind Feiesii, — The ladies liave honored me 
with (ho ofSeo of presenting to yon, my dear sir, this 
heimlif.il In],™ of their regard. 

'"I trust I need not say, that, personally, I most fully 
sympathize with iliem in the feeling that prompted the 
gift ; and that no one, more highly than mysolf, appreciates 
and loves the precious trt.iHure that constitutes the gift. 

"'The ability, enrriu5ines.s, and feeling with whicli yott 
have advocalod uc S'.cai a-.d sond caimc of ti^iocLi.uc!! 
amongst us, liaa enlisted i"i you:' behalf universal admi- 
ration and esteem, and has induced, on the part of the 
ladies, this offering — an offering of comparatively trifling 
pecuniary cost, and yet, in itself, a treasure of priceloss 

'"To the truths eoi;!iu::ci; in tl;i;~ book are we mainly 
indebted for all that vn.ikcs our life here upon earth agree- 
able and happy — to these truths atone, for all we hope for 
in the world beyond the grave, which endureth forever, 
and whiihe: vie are all hastening. 

1 :1 The greet work d. which yon have devoted yourself, 
is peculiarly a Christian enterprise, based upon the prin- 
ciples of this book. So far as our action is in accordance 
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with these principles — so far as we seek and follow the 
direction of its Divi::o Author, so far will our cause be 
furthered by Ms continued help, and blessed "by Ms most 
gracious favor. .And, on the contrary, whenever we depart 
from those principles, or fliil to give them due prominence, 
we may bo sure that wo shall endanger, if we do not 
utterly destroy, the fair fabric we have raised. 

'"In all your doing;, Imi especiidiy in the glorious cause 
of temperance, I. bey you will lake this blessed book for 
your guide — make it your counsellor and friend, and you 
can never err ; hut it will lead you sufcly through all your 
trials, temptations, and difficulties, enable you triumpliantly 
e them all, and finally point out to you the way 
;$ and heaven." 

' Mr. Gough replied in his usually happy manner. He 
most heartily Chunked the ladies for this expression of their 
regard for him as a humble ad^'ocalc of temperance. He 
alluded to the lessons which hi; good mother had taught 
him from that blessed hook. Many of those passages he 
had treasured up in his memory; be had never forgotten 
them. In his very worst days, s'une of them would be fresh 
in his mind. After Imishing his remarks to Mr. Crocker 
and thanking the ladies again, he placed the Bible on thff 
table, and proceeded wii'i his remarks to the audience.' 

I also rlslted Marblehcai.l, Providence, and "Worcester; 
and, on the twenty -iirsl of Niiviav.kcr, I started for New York 
city, and lectured occasionally in that city and its vicinity. 
Whilst in that quarter I reoiaiueil a: (lie house of the Rev, 
John Marsh, at Brooklyn, about a- fortnight; and I eannot 
hut bear my willing testimony to !i:e uniform kindness I 
have always received from this ;:e':t]ou>an; who, I havs 
already stated, ably tills the highly responsible office of 
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secretary to the Am -.r lean Tempoi-ance- Union. To Mr 
Marsh I owe math, for the .juilkLous miiraier in which ha 
arranged meetings winch 1 was to address. Whilst at 
Brooklyn, I became acquainted with Mr. Hurlbnt and Mr. 
Kipley, two gentlemen, than whom none have the cause of 
temperance more entirely at heart. Myself and my wife 
visited at Mr. Hut'lhut's during a fortnight of Our stay in 
Brooklyn, and received many proofs of their Christina 
kindness. Would there were many more such devoted 
friends of temperance, then indeed would 'the work go 
bravely on.' Before 1 left these rained friends, arrange- 
ments were made by them fa- iiol:l::i:- meetings on Long 
Island. 

Before I proceed farther with my narrative, I would 
mention that, in acldi'.lon to tlie testimonials I have already 
alluded to, I received iVum the Co'd Water Army of Gar- 
diner, a present of a Bible, and from the Young Ladies' 
Temperance Society of Boston, a Silver Cup. The follow- 
ing extract from the ' Fountain ' journal, refers to the gift 
wf the children: — 

' Acting upon (he suggestion of some two or three thorough 
going temperance young ladies of this village, the Cold 
Water Army of Garilcicr, "Ir.r.h by the way numbers more 
than a thousand, determined to express their good feelings 
by presenting him with a splendid copy of the Bible. Ac- 
cordingly a meeting was called, and the little ones came 
together in great numbers, brhrii'^ with them their little 
contribution?, whie:; a'togefioi- made tpilic- a re.-peciabto 
sum. With a part of thk the committee of the Army, 
Misses M. Dennis and 11. Holman, purchased the present 
designed fur Mr. Gou;:h. and a p:a'tfi>'io for Deacon Grant, 
Mr. Gougli was invited to meet :he A rmy at the Methodist 
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chapel. Notwithstanding the storm, a large number of 
children and friends of the pause were present. After a 
prayer by the Eev. Mr. Snuirt, Mr. J. Winnett, principal of 
the Lyceum, in behalf of the enthusiastic donors, present- 
ed Mr. Gough with the (if rightly esteemed) invaluable 
donation, accompanied with the following very appropriate 
address : — 

"Br. Godgh, — In behalf of the children of the Cold 
Water Army of Gardiner, I present you this Bible, as a 
small token of that sincere esteem and gratitude which they 
so fondly cherish toward* you. for your faithful and un- 
tiring exertions in their behalf, during your recent visit 
among tliem. 

" Please, Sir, to accept it ; and while turning over and 
reading its sacred pages, remember that the most holy 
feelings liave prompted the gift, and that it will be with the 
deepest joy that they will learn of your success in raising the 
inebriate from his sufferings and degradation, and throwing 
around the rising generation that mantle of peace and 
security, which should guard, shield, and protect them 
against all the evils lli:itf:>l!owin the train of intemperance, 

"And, further, rev:i';tr.l -cr, when your eyes shall rest upon 
this precious book, how many hearts are rejoicing in conse- 
quence of your faithful exertions i:i the cause of benevolence 
and humanity; and may the thought inspire you to perse- 
vere to the end. And, when God, in his providence, shall 
call you from this scene of roue labors and the world, that 
you may rest in those blissful regions where there are joys 
unspeakable and full of glory, is [lie heartfelt wish of this 
little army." 

Mr. Gough replie.il in n most imei-esling speech of three 
quarters of an hour's length, lie t!::mked the children for 
this manifestation of their good-will, spoke of his own 
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redemption from the pit into which a depraved appetite 
had cast him, eontrasir.il t'lc. sluts of the drunkard with the 
prospective condition of the members of the different eold 
water armies in the country ; related briefly to them his 
movements and success since, he was in Gardiner before; 
spoke of the pleasure he sri:iei]i;itei! in being the hearer of 
the present to Deacon Grant; ae;uhi tendered his thanks; 
invoked the blestins of heaven u;ion the Cold Water Army, 
and then bade them a. kind farewell.' 

The ' Boston Mail ' thus notices the presentation of the 
Cup: — 

' On Thursday evening, the ceremony of presenting to 
Mr Gough a Silver Clip, was performed at the Tromont 
Temple. This honor was conferred upon him by the 
Young Ladies' Temperance Society of Boston, and he re- 
ceived it with becoming grace, and made a. very effective 
speech on the occasion.' 

A Bible was also presented me, by three ladies of Hiila- 
delphta; and two volumes of ; Notc-,' by the Reverend Al- 
bert Barnes, of I'liihrdoliihi:! — ■ the author. I might men- 
tion many other mark-! of kindness which have been shown 
me; hut, feeling thai civ me;'', has In;;;:; said on this subject, 
I forbear, again asjurh:;- the render that nothing but a 
sense of grateful feeling towards the donors induced me to 
record them in this form. 

At the request of a lady, named Sanderson, I was in- 
duced to visit that dreary abode of miseiy and crime — the 
Penitentiary on Blackwcll's Island, near New York. Mrs. 
Sanderson, like the eele'iratcil Mrs. Try, of England, and 
Miss Dix, of America, devotes much of her time to, what 
would appear to some, the almost hopeless task of reform- 
ing the wretched beings who are consigned to tliis fearful 
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place In the lan;_une;c of -lie Savjerintendent of the 
Prison, 'she does move good Jian fifty men.' My object in 
going was to hold a temperance meeting. Soon after my 
arrival, the doors of I'm i.iiu'eier',:, cells, which are built in 
tiers, one over another, ".vol: opinio-';. ;: rut the convicts, male 
and female (some eight hundred in number), were led into 
the large chapel of the Penitentiary, and informed by the 
keeper of the object of the. tweeting. His Honor, the 
Mayor, James Harper, Esq., occupied the pulpit, and one 
or two clergymen, and some other ^oTitlemon, were present 
The Boston Quartette Ck.h iLiioruoi!, and performed sev- 
eral appropriate pieces of music. 

It was a striking sight., tlisit nsHemhlage of men and wo- 
men, of all ages and descriptions. There was the hardened 
criminal, and the j-o;;tii who hed only just commenced the 
career of crime — women who refined It: tie of womanhood 
in their swollen and bloated fcamres, and young girls, 
on whose countenances traces of heaur.y yet lingered, sat 
side by side: ell bad '..•>] amittcd oh'ciicej against the laws. 
and were enduring iis puiii.huicnt. (inch an audience I 
never before stood up to address; the spectacle was fear- 
fully interesting. 

In noticing the service, (he New York ' Sun' said: — 

' At the early part of the meeting, the prisoners seemed 
rather indifferent to what was going on; but the first 
sound of Mr. Gough's voice hc.il scarcely died away, ere 
their hardened countenances began to relax, and, in a few 
moments, every eye was riveted on the speaker, with an 
expression of the deepest interest. As ho proceeded with 
Ins touching appeals, many a rough cheek was moistened 
with tears, and the words '(Ant's lie Imtk' were often 
nodded about the room, as plainly as if they had been 
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spoken. The women, particularly, seemed much affected,' 
and manifested less anxiety to conceal their feelings than 
the men. It may not be improper to mention, too, that the 
optics of cut worthy chic!' juairUri'aie were, at intervals, un- 
usually red; hut this iiiv.dii huve -leen owing to the rough 
wind he had encountered in crossing the river, or to an im- 
proper adjustment of the spectacles on his benevolent 



At the close of iny add res?. TTls llcuur requested those 
of the prisoners, who would like to have another temper- 
ance meeting held there some Sunday, to manifest it by 
raising their hands. Every hand in the room, apparently 
was instantly shown, ami one poor fellow ventured to bawl 
out, 'Let's have one civry San day.' J. am informed, that. 
after I left the Pcniremmry. several ut the prisoners applied 
to the Superintendent-, ami rcirnesitd permission to sign 
Iho pledge. 

Principally through the H:ig;.;e-ti"on mid exeriieus of my 
kind and valued friends, Mr. Hurlhut and Mr. Ripley, of 
Brooklyn, a benefit was got up for me, on Christmas even- 
ing, at the Tabernacle, in Uco:iilwny, New York. The 
New York press took the matter in Liral, and, almost with- 
out exception, did nil i- their power to promote the object 
in view. The attendance nt the Ta'ie'.:inele was very large, 
and fully answered its intended object. At its close, a 
scries of resolution' ki-.-ji:. passr 1. which expressed approval 
of my efforts in the tenipe:aii! : e ca;^c : and a desire that I 
should again visit the city. 

I again left New York for Boston ; and, on the 29th of De- 
cember, delivered another address, at the Tremont Temple, 
in that eity, after which I proceeded to Taunton, where a 
meeting was held, at winch I spoke, for the benefit of Mr. 
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Williams, editor of the Taunton 'Dew Drop,' a deserving 
Utile sheet, devoted to the interests of the temperance 

The year was now drawing to a eloso, and it was arranged 
that a grand meeting, in Faneuil Hall, should he held on its 
last evening. I was present, ur.il delivered an address on 
the interesting occasion. The old 'Cradle of Liberty' con- 
tained avast asscmMj-i', :i::(i hundreds who were present 
felt that, since the dvin;; vo:i: (■(.niunenced, they had thrown 
off fetters which had long galled them, and were now bless- 
ed with freedom, in its noblest sense. Minds which had 
long bowed down in blind idolatry to the monster — rum, 
had been emancipated from its tyrannic rule, and now saw 
the old year, as it parsed away, be firing with it the re'eord 
of their liberty. Jinny were there, too. who had welcomed 
in that year with song and wine — who had wreathed about 
its young temples the e-'ariand which dissipation loves to 
twine, and sent it, as it were, reeling on its pathway to- 
wards the future j but who now watched it, departing for- 
ever, laden with ardent hopes, high resolves, and, better 
than either, fulfilled purposes. During that year, what 
changes had taken place. When the keen blasts of Janu- 
ary howled round vernier oVeUir;ii, in the outskirts of this 
populous city, a pale, wan ivo'iie.:; nii.^ht have been sitting 
' Plying her needle and thread,' 

and as she pondered on the- new year, .just entered upon its 
existence, she looked forward to its months with no hope, 
and reverted to the past willi no pleasure. The past! 
what had it written on ti:c page of memory, to cheer her? 
He to whom her you^r vows were given — who had prom- 
ised to love and cherish her, had all but deserted her — and 
bad buried feeling and affection in the intoxicating cup, 
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One by one, every slender thread of comfort had snap, 
ped, and with them some tine heartstrings cracked too. 
Earth to her appeared bid ;i Ions dreary desert, over 
which a miserable caravan was pa-si !ng, from which each 
after the Other, the wretdied pilgrims turned away and 
died, far from the rei'vi.-lii:^ Ibun'iiins for which they 
pined. And the partner of that lone woman was away 
bidding farewell to the old year, and weleoming the new 
with the poisonous cup, and the thoughtless toast, forget- 
ing that every moment which floated by bore its record 
withit. Thatmiiliiiiilii scene, ;mgli; have been in the eye 
ofthe writer, who, in portray i:iit such a seene of sorrow, 
says : — 



That dying child, jet loved the Hsst.' 

Bat; lo! a marvellous change has been effected. Ona 
evening when she was thus v.-.i-iiiii; and wtii riling, her hus- 
band came home, in a miserable stale <if in tosic.it ion. She 
bore all his ill-humor, ay, even his brutality; and she 
ie.nde.'l !:im. and canal for him, as only :'. woman can. 
Morning came, and still the half-stupefied drunkard lay on 
his bed ; but that day, salvation, in a, temporal, if not in a 
higher and better sense, came to bis house. The white- 
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robed angel — temperance — went there an unbidden 
guest; kind words n _ cve s;iol;en — encouragement was af- 
forded — the pledge was signed — ilie fetters were broken. 
! what a change ! Smiles once more beamed on the- 
wife's brow, and the Lome ■icciimc a liome indeed. 

Look at that man there in the crowd, who is shouting 
with all his might, after trio speaker has uttered some re- 
marl; \-.-l : i ■:.- ! i rr.il 'id? i Fit" olil 'Craille' rail; a^ilill win] ll-i- 

plause; his eye Is bright — hi.i complexion is clear — his 
step is firm, anil his hand is steady. A cheerful-looking 
woman is leaning on his arm, and well-dressed, cleanly 
children are by them ii'ie yoime/cst is in its father's arms, 
crowing and bawling iviili i!is host of them). Can that 
he the man who heralded in the year with intemperate 
glee 1 and that the woman who sat desolate indeed in her 
wretched garret? aivl those ilie i-liiMnii who wero ragged, 
and miserable ? Yes ! and temperance wrought the 
change. 0! there v.-ero many such trophies of its peace- 
Ijil coTii[uesrs in Fimcnil Hall that night! 

And I had my recollections, too, as I stood on that 
platform. What had I been, two or three years before 1 
Why a houseless, homeless, inebriate ! Penniless, friend- 
less, and almost hopeless, l.inie rcrked "I how the days, 
months, and years roiled on : I seized the winged moments 
as they passed and plunged (hem into the maddening 
bowl. A comic w.-.s wad my C'lrMrnas carol. The old 
year was despatched with a Ilaeoaaualian glee, and the 
new one hailed with uproarious mirth. I scarcely took 
'note of time,' even from irs loss; hut by the grace of God 
a change liad been effected, and there I stood, on the last 
avening of eighteen hundred and forty-four, a humble 
monument of his imrii.y, feeling, as I trust I ever shall 
feel, that ont of my utter weakness He had in mo perfected 
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Strength to stand up ami sic ;:■:■:-. ili^f' to ■.yarn others of the 
dangers of indulging isi that v.-'.:i;b intoxicates. Unto His 
name would I ascribe all the glory. 

With the new year 1 continued ray exertions in the 
temperance c;-.u-e; lir, belbie J. piocccil fni'tlier with this 
narrative, which now draws near to a conclusion, I per- 
haps may he allowed lo mention loe result of my labors 
up to this time. I do not refer to the matter for the pur- 
pose of seeking praise fr:ari mini, which so fat as it is un- 
accompanied by the blessing which t.antcth from on high, 
is to me utterly value-less, but merely as statistical facts 
which to many friends of the cause may not be without 

I find, from notes which T have kept ever since I com- 
menced the work of temperance ecfoi-m, that, from the 15th 
of May, 1843, to the 1st of Jiuiuiu'y, 13-15, 1 travelled more 
than twelve thousand mile.-. by keel ui:d water; delivered 
six hundred and live public aibli-csscs, in churches, halls, 
public buildings, and in the open air, one hundred and 
ten of which were in the city of lloston alone; and ob- 
tained thirty-one thousand seven kindred and sixty signa- 
tures to the total abstinence pledge. 

In the commencement of the present year, I again 
visited New York, am; from tlamee pvoeeiMlod to Philadel- 
phia. It will be remembered, that I was prevented from 
delivering addresses in the ' City ofKiotheriy Love,' on my 
Hrst visit to it, by the oteurreuco of [! e disastrous riots there, 
but quiet hud now been long restored. 

I delivered my first. ;n1 dress, on Smrtiiy evening, the 5th 
of January, at the lle.v. Mr. Ides, J:'i"4 I'.aptist ehuidi, to a 
largo audience : several placcil their ni'.ines to the pledge. 
On the Monday, I spoke at the Rev. Mr. Stockton's church, 
but felt great difficulty in doing so, having taken a severe 
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cold, on my journey. My next address was given at tho 
Rev. Albert Banna's diardi, Wilmington square, the 
largest in Philadelphia : it was crowded. Dr. Ely's church, 
in Buttonwood street, was open for me next evening: here 
again was a crowded congregation. My cold had now he- 
come bo troublesome, that I announced I should not speak 
on the morrow; but, when the next evening arrived, sev- 
eral l'l^iiIi'iii'.m .-.■■:> iniiVii-Hly desired me to attend at Dr. 
Wiley's ctrardi, tliat I complied with their request, and, al- 
though suffering much from cold, spoke for about an Lour. 
On the following Sunday ovcimi;;. I addressed the medical 
students who were in riii'midi'liii'. ;'.l I Hiding lectures at the 
various medical schools, at the Rev. Mr. Lord's church. 
In the afternoon of the day, I spoke to a large concourse 
of Sabbath-school children, in Mr. Barnes's church, which, 
as well as Mr. Lord's church in the evening, was crowded 

On Monday evening, the ISth, there was an immense 
meeting in the saloon of the Chinese Museum. Some idea 
of the enthusiasm, which t!:t; cause excited, may be formed 
from a knowledge of the fact, that two thousand three hun- 
dred tickets of admission, at twenty-five cents each, were 
sold, and that hundreds were unable to obtain admission. 
I spoke at this meetine;. ami much good seemed to be 
effected. The next day, I addressed a very large audience 
at the Rev. Mr. Mason's, Methodist church. On Wednes- 
day afternoon, as snnr'.y ai;cil persims and invalids, who 
could not get out in the evening, had expressed a desire to 
hear me, I gave an address, in Dr. McDowell's church, 
which was so crowded, that another meeting was organized 
in the basement, which was addressed by that venerable 
champion of temperance, Mr. Hunt. That afternoon, two 
hundred and sixty persona signed the pledge. In tie ovcit" 
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big, I spoke for (lie Boston Quartette Club, at the Assem- 
bly Rooms. 

Ou Thursday eveuiii;;, ttic n;-.;:, t':c upper saloon of the 
Chinese Museum va= tided to overflowing, at twenty-five 
cents per ticket, hii.lt" of r ; l ■: ■ piwcci's being given to the 
poor. In addition to an address from myself, the Rev. Mr. 
Hunt spoke, and there i« mn-.ie mid sinking by Johnson's 
Band and the Boston Quartette Club. 

I cannot cease speaking of this visit to Philadelphia, 
without expressing ;'!ie high .;:mi; : f:itii>ri I derived from it, 
bath with regard to Itic iiopuhe given to the temperance 
cause, and the persoi.ni kindlier which I received from 
many friends there, amongst whom I feel great pleasure in 
mentioning the Rev. Albert Hani in, t-'-e. erudite author of 
the : Notes' on various portions of the Holy Scriptures. I 
received, also, from mr.ny ■•tin r ministers of Philadelphia, 
great encouragement and Christian kindness, which 1 shall 
not easily forget. 

After leaving Philadelphia, I visited mid spoke at New- 
art, in Dr. Eddy's iS.iiiili. ami ihen pioceeded to New 
York. On this occasion, myself and wife visited G. C. 
Ripley, Esq., at Brooklyn, a~id tiyoyed some delightful in- 
tercourse with him mid his family. as well us with oar kind 
friend, Mr. Hurlbut, at whose house I remained during a 
former visit. 

At New York, I spoke, on Sunday, the 19th, in the Rev. 
Mr. Smith's church, Diviii^ion street; on Monday, at the 
Rev. Mr. Mason's, in .R mourn slice;. On Tuesday, I accom- 
panied Mr. Hurlbut ami Mr. Ripley to Jamaica, where I 
spoke, and enjoyed a pleasant season. On the morning of 
tlie22d, I accompanied the Rev. Mr. Marsh to the State 
Convention at Trenton, and spoke before the Legislature in 
the evening. The nest day, I went to New Brunswick, 
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and, after speaking v,t Dr. ULelnirirs church, obtained 
eighty-five names to tin- phT'.;:e. ami returned to Brooklyn 

I next visited Patterson, run! spoke there on Sunday even- 
ing: two hundred names were uliixed to the pledge. On 
my return to New York, I spoke at Dr. Skinner's church, 
more especially to the ladies, many of whom signed the 
pledge. On the evening of Tuesday, the 2Bth, I delivered 
an address for the benefit of the Orphan Asylum, Brook- 
lyn; and the same evening spoki? fjv a short time at the 
Broadway Tabernacle. 

I afterwards delivered two !".i:tvtH addresses, one at the 
New York Tabernacle, and the other at Brooklyn, and ict't 
for I'll "ton on (lie- '-■!■'. •i:iv of -hominy. On Sinuhiy even- 
ing, Fcbrnary 2d, I spoke; at tie Odcon ; at the upper Town 
Hall, Worcester, on Monday, 3d ; at tl»e Slate House, be- 
fore the Legislature, on TvYrinesdiiy, the 5!h; and at 1'an- 
cuil Hall, on the tith. On (tie 7(!i, J. visited Concord, and 
gave an address at the opening of 'lie Shepherd's Temper- 
ance House there. On the evening of Sunday, the 9th 
instant, I spoke, to a very full audience, at the Tremout 
Temple, and bade u farewell for some months. The next 
week was devoted to the rest which I absolutely re- 
quired; and having, on Monday, the 17th, addressed the 
ladies of Boston, at Mr. liaireil's, in Cli,-,mbers street, in the 
afternoon, I left my home, once more, on (ho following day; 
and, when then the«; pages meet the eye of the reader, I 
shall he in the South, humbly endeavoring to forward the 

Before I again return, if the Almighty Disposer of 
averts shall spare my health and strength to mo, I shall 
have visited Riehmov.'I, Washhglon. and other places, 
Bnd have fulfilled an emiapemcut t:f four weeks on long 
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Island, made For me by my friends, Messrs. Hurlbut and 
Ripley, than whom more devoted friends of the great 
temperance reform do not exist. 



Before I bid the nukr larc.v el',, and it is high time that 
I should do so, having been so long ' harping on one 
string,' I have a few remarks to make, which I trust will 
lie received in the spiiit in ivi.ic.li Nicy are offered. 

And, first, I would advert to a statement which has 
been made by certain parties, thai I am no Washington- 
ion. Now, for what el;jc.c.i such assertions have been in- 
dustriously put forth, I am at a loss to determine, but tliat 
such is the case I have been assured. In reply to the 
charge, if charge it be, I answer that ever since I have 
been the public artvoi'irc of His temperance Cause, I have 
enforced, as strongly as .1 po-silev could, the necessity and 
policy of observing the law of kindness towards the unfor- 
tunate persons who have become the victims of intem- 
perance. I have advocated iiio-al mansion akme, and in its 
fullest extent, too, in the case of the drunkard. But with 
respect to the mmst'.lcr, who sells that which causes his 
fellow-man to become an inebriate — who, for the sake of 
acquiring wealth, places that within a man's reach that 
disqualifies him for exorcising ;ac reason with which his 
Maker endowed him, and reduces him to a grade far be- 
low the level of the beasls ikct perish — who sells him 
that which unfits him G>r diai/Lapi.;! the duties of a man 
and a citizen, towards Ids family and his country, — I say 
with respect to such a man, who, when the startling truths 
of the case are pressed i one in liis heart and conscience, 
still persists in poisoning the streams of society at their 
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very fountain heath, that iliiTorcnt and more stringent 
measures should he ii.Ir.j 1 1 (_■■! . In my opinion, and I say it 
in all love lo the runiM.'ihi' himself, he should be prevented 
by the strong arm of the law from endangering, from 
merely mercenary motives, il.o peace, the prosperity, and 
the morals of Ihe com in unity at large. I will labor heart 
and band with my fellow-men in the attempt to rid our 
land of the" monster intemperanee. Let those who advo- 
cate moral suasion alone gn tmiy a part of the "way with 
me in the crusade agaiaft it if I'icy will. Tf they refuse to 
advance further, be it so ; but I hold it to be my 
duty, my imperative duty, to proceed yet another stop, 
even if T go alone, am] throw another wall of protection 
around the wretched and almost helpless eliild of intem- 
peranee, "by placing moral ar.d legal restraint upon the 
hands, which, for tilt juke of dollars and cents, would ad- 
minister to the cravings of his depraved appetite. As 
surely as effect follows cause, so certainly would drunk- 
enness diminish and (hsappem- iiHogni^cr, if there were no 
drunkard makers. My motto is, 'reform it altogether.' 
Anniliilato the traflic, a;;d a';<:u, temptation removed, the 
poor inebriate would have no enemy left to vanquish, and 
he free indeed. If this be, as I believe it to be, a fair ex- 
position of the Washingtonian creed, then am I a Wash- 
ingtonian. I highly re-peer and esteem many who differ 
from me in my semimenH. ami willingly would I work 
with such devoted mm as John 1'. Coles, of Boston, Edgar 
K. Whittakor, Esq., of Keedham, Samuel A. Walker, of 
Brookline, Capt, Su:::uul f. flollrook, Dr. Charming, of 
Boston, and many others whom I could mention ; but still 
my own conviction remains that moral suasion alone for 
the rumseller would he ;;.- r^ele;- in the effort to removo 



^Google 



drunkenness, as it would be ridiculous to attempt to empty 
the ocean drop by drop. 

In my narrative I have SVoqiianily ail retted to the kind- 
ness of friends ; some, in my days of adversity, showed me 
favors which I never shall forget, whilst this heart contin- 
ues to beat It 1ms been my hniipmcss and privilege to 
In; enabled to cancel every obligation which I contracted, so 
far as pecuniary matins arc. concerned : but the debt of 
gratitude wliich I incurred in more than one instance, 
never can be repaid. To cndi and a'.l who befriended me 
when there existed no oiirthly prospect of their kindness 
IiI::iil; rrqoiled, I shall ever feel indebted. 

I feel unnecessary hevo to mention. v--i;'i regard to the head 

of the family, Mr. , with whom I left England, to 

state, that I believe him lo have beni Icirnlly di-pcs-wl to- 
wards me, and towards him I feel a Christian regard. 
This avowal is drawn from me because it has been re- 
ported that I have endeavored to produce a different im- 
pression. 

Bor can I ever feel sufficiently thankful for the 
friends whom the Lord ban providi d me with. They need 
no acknowledgement or praise, front me, hut I cannot close 
this little volume without, -laicful! y assuring them that 
they will ever have honored plaecs in my heart of hearts. 
Amongst them, I may mention Hear-on Grant, of Boston, 
who, through good and tlu-ougli ill report has ever been 
my firm and faithful friend. The Rev. John Marsh, of 
New York, to whom 1 owe m:my acknowledgments for 
his frequent direction a:id athke '.I be Rev. John Pier- 
pont, the Rev. William B. Tappan, Mr. Mellen, Mr, 
Thompson, of Boston; Mr. J. L. J- F. Warren, of 
Brighton; Messrs. Williams, of Boxbury; Samuel D, 
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Dayenport, Esq., and family, of Hopkinton, and many 
others whose names, if chronicled here would swell my 
little work far beyond ic prescribed limits. To the Press 
of Boston, and of the country generally, I am under 
largo and lasting obligations, for the kind and indulgent 
manner in which my name has been so often men- 
tioned-, and I cannot tuiiV.r this opportunity of thanking 
the members of it to pass by unheeded. 

And now, in reviewing all the ways j ri which the Lord 
hath led me, I feel, and would express, how much I owe 
to Him, by whose grace 'I am what I am.' Left alone, 
and unprotected in a si ranger land, lie watched my foot- 
steps, ur.d ind!n;:;l my heart, in sum: degree, to .ice'; his 
faee and favor; but mysterious are the dealings of his 
providence. I was left to myself. Temptation assailed 
me and I fell — 0! how low. Misery was my constant 
companion for nu'tn :ii:kii.1i^ : but deeply as I had sunk 
in the estimation of 1:1c world, one still watched my foot- 
steps and preserved me from ruin when trembling on the 
very verge of destruction. Then was his hand outstretched 
to save me, and life again scciced enlightened by God's 
approving smile. But J depended for support upon an 
arm of flesh- — on a Srokcn reed: and the Almighty, in 
his infinite wisdom, saw fit to humble mennto the very dust, 
He showed me that without strength from on high, I was 
uneqnal to the conflict; and in the school of affliction, 1 
trust he taught mo how lee'iie were ;uy resolves, and how 
fruitless my endeavors, whilst I built my hopes upon 
anght below the skies. 

In my viola-lion of the solemn pledge, I feel a humble 
consciousness that lie who doeth all things well, saw fit to 
abase me, in order ilia', every reliance on self might be 
scattered to the winds, and my feet placed upon the Rock 
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of Ages, so that my goings might be established. I had 
failed to acknowledge lam in all my ways, and his hand 
mercifully interposed to chert the Li;iowl.h of those seeds of 
pride and worldly wisih.L:i "-'eichhielhe^un to germinate, and 
already threatened to choke tin; gimd seed which his grace 
had implanted. I tm.;t th.it I re (v ionized in this trial the 
dealings of a merciful 1'atlicr's hand ; iuid it is my fervent 
hope that, with whateu-r s-.iceens he may be pleased to 
crown my labors, his may he all the glory. I would dis- 
claim all power in and of myself, and desire earnestly the 
influences of his Holy Spirit, without which I feel I can do 
nothing. 

A few words, and I have done. This little hook may by 
chance fall into the hands of young persona, and Sabbath- 
school children. O ! may it serve as a warning to young 
men I If they would be honorable, useful, and happy, I 
conjure them, by all that is holy, virtuous, and even what 
v,e I'all rtspuufciliUi, to ' lurry no[ at the wine.' God forbid 
[hat they should learn experience in the bitter 6chool in 
which I was a. scholar, and from which I was plucked as a 
brand from the burning. I have not written those pages 
for the mere purpose of gratifying curiosity ; a higher motive 
has, I trust, influenced inc. arid 0, how happy should I be, in 
hearing, at some fiur;re period, ih.il only one young man 
had been arrested in his fatal career. My hope is that this 
book will be useful. And, if the blessing of God should 
follow a perusal of it, in lint one case, T shall have reason 
for thiiu -.fulness that I penned it, through all eternity. 

Let Sabbath -school children remember, that I, like them, 
once listened to the kind in-ini:.iioiis of a teacher [whom, 
sixteen years after, I accidentally met in Brooklyn, at a 
friend's house.] Tlad I loen hurl .in opportunity of signing 
the temperance pledge, the misery of a drunkard's feelings 
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would, most probably, have been spared me. Let every 
diikl f.'J i!u':, liy .-.il^i/ui;; iliiit pledge, lie cannot, if ho 
sacredly adheres io it, ever become intoxicated. I pray 
God that no Sabbath scholar, who reads my experience, 
will ever feel in liicii 1 oivn persons, or experience what it 
has been mine to endure. 

The concluding portion of this wurk, 1 have been com- 
pelled to leave in the hands of a friend, who has kindly 
engaged to prepare i'. for il;o press, during my unavoidable 
absence, for some months, from home. As ho will speak 
for himself, with respect to the matter of it, I shall now lay 
down my pen, humbly relying for aid in my future endeav- 
ors to stem the tide of intemperance, on him, without whom 
all human effort is vain, and in whose strength we may 
fearlessly go forth to wage an exterminating war against 
nil that is opposed to the coming of his glorious kingdom. 
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APPENDIX. 



A very light, bnt very pleasant task has been imposed oa 
me, by my friend, Mr. Gou:jh. ami of which I shall avail 
myself, if but for tin: purpose of g:*iTi£ a f ew remarks of 
mine some chance of !)e!:i^ re;:urm!.^risd. The poems, &c, 
which follow, have been, -.a different times, addressed to the 
subject of tlie forcgoi:-^ narrative, ii:id are presented here 
by the request of frkmi?, ivhii (lc^i:.l Unit, they should ftnd 
a more durable place than ;.:;e one a.lV.iiled by the columns 
of a newspaper. Some of them are from distinguished 
pens, and all bear tin: impress of a ^.mniinc feeling of respect 
for their subject. The reader may rust assured, that no 
feeling of vanity cau-cil iln.-ir ri;;> nitration; if any imputa- 
tion of the kind attaches to any one. those friends who 
advised the procedure, ami no: Mr. Cough, must bear the 
infliction. 

My own remarks shall be few. Some short time since, it 
contribution of mine, appeared in the lioston 'Temperance 
Standard,' winch exciio:! johh: alloc.: ion and interest among 
Mr. tiough'.j friends. Ai it, contained a graphic account of 
his person and nnmurv. i; '■■.:;■ sic..';..;c-;i:d that it should be 
added to this volume, -which it has accordingly been. To 
those who have seen ami heard Mr Cough, it may revive 
pleasant impressions, and to those who have not, some idea 
sf hi?: L ,iU',mrd man may not be unwelcome. 
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Who would have in-n'.'.ii ;:■:!, iln'.t l.hf. schoolmistress's child. 
roaming on the bcm-U ;c Siunl^.V.e, reading columns of 
news for pence in l'u:-ua;.-'j ILViLry, or rambling among the 
rains of the old castle ; or the lonely boy in New York, or 
tlv! bo'.vui -i ■■!',-;) i. d:--i.ii-.::il yonii-: m;i:i in Worcester, would 
ever have exerted so nu^li'.y a nin-.-'-l bflueneeasMr.tlough 
assuredly does 1 'It is the Lord's doings, and marvellous 
in our eyes,' That he may long Jive to effect still more 
good, in this and other limits, is tin 1 , sincere prayer of one, 
who, at his instigation, ;iij,iiiilu:if:(l forever that which in- 
toxicates, and feels an honest pride in calling him a friend. 
J. D. E. 

Boston, MimA, 1815. 
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ADDRESS OK TEMPERAKCE. 



[The following address was delivered by Mr. Gough, before 
a meeting of (lie Lost™ Temperance Society, at the 
Odeon. It was reported for the ' Temperanco Standard," 
by J. E. Fitzgerald, Esq., and affords a fair specimen, as 
far as matter is concerned, of Mr. Cough's style. His 
manner is quite mi re portable. J. D. R.] 

On Sabbath evening. .!-"■ T ■: it:i~v 2, 1815, the Oileon was 
crowded for the purp-^r. of !i.-.-i:-!n:v ihc great advocate of 
total abstinence, mi l1 the (.'downs of the canse, Mr. J. B. 
Gough, for the first time :> ! .!n:u hi-, rw.Lrn from 1'liiladulphia, 
where lie has revert a :-"pi r.i'nmiiant harvest. 

Mr. Gough rose, and spoke nearly sis follows: — He said 
he supposed that the audience would not expect any apol- 
ogy from him for again appearing before them on the 
same subject. Wlier. lie w.h «>.%'.;y from this city, he liked 
to come back to it, beaui-e lie mii^'ii-red it his home. He 
returned from his toil]-, sometime! lo see his friends, and 
sometimes for rest; !ji:r, when be came, they set him to 
work. If there was any blame to be attached for his stand- 
ing before a Boston audience on the subject of temperance, 
it must be kid on the shoulders of those who employed 
liim. He felt that this question had been handled in so 
many different ways, and by so many able men, that it was 
impossible to strike out any thing that was now, and there- 
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fore ho must repeat Ms own eypciiciioe, which ho would 
offer to them as his arguments. .He gathered facts, as ho 
proceeded with his labors, with wiiic/i ho could illustrate the 
truths wliich he proposed fin- tin: consideration of the pub- 
lic. These would enable ki:ri to enlighten their minds, al- 
though he knew it would lie nerfeet\- ridiculous on his part 
to attempt to enlighten them on ;my other subject. It had 
been said that temperance :nca ga.ve an account of such 
deeds, and of such scenes, as had never been witnessed. 
Perhaps they had not boon wii'ic; : sed by these skeptics and 
cavillers. Why t because they do not go where they wero 
to be witnessed. They acknowledged thai in temperance 
was .Ml evil, but they k::ew nothing nbour its desolating and 
terrible effects. Their knowledge of the evil was similar to 
that of the person who bad seen another undergo the pain 
of amputation. The one had felt the excruciating agony 
of the operation, while the other could hut indifferently con- 
ceive what it was. He was so engaged, that he was obliged 
to see a great many things. lie was obliged to lift tip the 
curtain, and expose the woe : misery, and wretchedness 
which were concealed behind it. He would say to the lib 
credulous, to those who supposed that the evil was magni- 
fied, go to the prisons art! see the condition of the drunk- 
ard, see him at his wretched home. His time, from morn- 
ing till night, for the last ten days, hail been employed in 
visiting such scenes. When they spoke of the drunkard, it 
was supposed that it was only Ihe lower orders, as they 
were called, who were meant. He granted that they saw 
more of them — hograaicd that r.lie} more frequently saw 
the poor drunkard staggering his way through the streets. 
But he could tell them that the diankard was to be found 
in the higher order of society. There was scarcely a house 
in which some member of the family was not scathed or 
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burned by the fire of intemperance. When he was in Phil- 
adelphia, a lady called upon him to know whether he would 
visit her sister's husband, in orai;: 1 to ?ee if any thing could 
he done for him. He (Mr. G.) replied that he would not, 
unless the person wished if. Ho had made it a rale, never 
to visit si drunkard 1 ; • 1 ^ t ; 1 i l ■ l t i ■ i L by ijlmsdf, because he knew 
how a drunkard felt. It often happened that the remnant 
of that pride, whieli was not yet cxrin squished hy the rutn, 
was excited, and that the degraded outcast exclaimed, 
'Who asked you for your assistance i~ who gave you any 
information about me 1 ' When it was the drunkard's wish 
to see him, he went with the utmosi willingness. But hfl 
never made unsolicited visits, unless to the drunkard who 
was in distress, or to the house of mourning in which lay 
some deceased inebriate. To such places he went unin- 
vited, to learn if ho could do some good. 

The Philadelphia, lady told him that she would not have 
it known for the woi'bl that -he. hail called upon him, be- 
cause, said she, 'We don't ;.-« K; teir.perauce meetings, they 
are not genteel enough.' Well, those were the feelings 
which very often kepi Indies nnd jri'.ntlemen away from the 
meetings; but, whenever (:;cy Im/Miem induced to go, thoy 
wero pleased with what they heard and saw; and, when 
questioned ahout their visii, Ihey snirt, '01 we did not 
know that so much con! d bo. said upon the subject of tem- 
perance. We thought ii was ipsire a vulgar thing to be seen 
at such meetings, and, '.l.c.re'iire, we have not taken any 
part in the matter.' A meeting was advertised to be held 
in the splendid saloon of the Philadelphia Museum, the 
admission to which was twciity-tivu <enSs. It was said, by 
the young man in qne.s.iic^. ' Tli'Te ave :iot fools enough in 
Philadelphia to pay a quarter of a dollar for going to a 
lera| erance meeting I ' Very well ; the person whom he 
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had been requested to visit went to the saloon, and seeing 
crowds of persons stuinlhip; outside, and coming away, 
there being no room in the saloon, thought that there was 
some difficulty. He saw tin: proprietor, to whom he said, 
'I suppose you can procure seats for me and these two 
ladies.' '0!' replied tin: ii:u;nitjlor, : yon cannot get into 
the vestibule.' Such was the brilliancy and magnificence 
of that scene, that a representation of it was made for the 
London ' Illustrated News,' and which would probably be 
out by the next mail from ELidaml. Half the proceeds of 
the meeting was for the poor. O ! it was indeed a glorious 
sight. The room, which iy;h two hundred and forty-three 
foot in length, was pinked with human beings. He found 
himself among men of ike highest respectability — men of 
rank, influenee, and education. It was sufficient, that he 
mentioned the names of Cluneey. Horace JJinney, J. A, 
Brown, &c, &c. Tlic cunritenimcc and cooperation of such 
men were a tower of strength to the cause. 

He would relate to them the particulars of another case 
which bad come under his knowledge in Philadelphia. A 
lady called upon him, and politely requested liim to call 
at her house. He accepted I lie invitation. He was shown 
into a inaguificoiKiv 1'iu'iiisliei] room, (si nee he had become 
a temperance matv he bad been in some tolerably well- 
fnrnislicd apartments, but, most certainly, he had never 
been in any which was in ore gorgeously laid out than the 
one he alluded to,] it was ornamented with rich and val- 
uable articles from China, aid India; on the floor was a 
carpet of the richest colorri. ai'.'.l which felt to the foot like 
velvet. He took his seat on a sofa, in the cushions of 
which lie was almoM. ii;;ricd. He tlought to himself that 
there was nothing for him to do there, and he was begin- 
ning to be of opinion that he had got into the wrong place. 
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(laughter,) when in came a lady who was the very per- 
sonification of aristocracy. She spoke of her darling boy, 
and expressed her |:-oh:i<i«t regret, that he, with all the 
pride of character, and of manliness, should commit such a 
fault ! ' Why,' said the lady, : Mr. (Sough, would you be- 
lieve it, he tame home drunk hist night 1' Why, there 
were hundreds and idoiisaiidn of siidi eases, although that 
lady had supposed tisat bcr son wn.s 1.1 10 only one who was 
afflicted with the loaiiisome disease of intemperance. No 
adequate idea of the extent anil magnitude of the fatal 
propensity could lie- formed. Hut lie was rejoiced, and lie 
returned his thanks to Providence, that the deep and broad 
!bes of ;Jii! approba;ion of :be (hid of the Sabi'iuh were 
stamped upon the cause ; ilmr men of mind, and talent, and 
influence, and rank, were coming tip to the great work, 
and that the last horn 1 of intemperance was approaching. 
There was a class- of hummi Sjuinirs who suffered ranch 
from and hy this hateful vice. He meant the little chil- 
dren. Who was there that did not love a little child, an in- 
nocent, a sweet little cliiM. Surely, there was not one in that 
assembly who did not. lie would not think much of one 
who did not. In this city there were numbers of degraded, 
ruffianly boys, who wore ragged, dirty, and filthy; upon 
whose countenances sensuality and brutality were marked, 
and who were fit candidates Cor the State prisons. look 
at them, and the eau.se of their degradation, and then' 
::ipa]ly coming sum. 'hi nine eases out of teti il =n.>nM lie 
found that the parents of tho.se boys were drunkards. 
When in New York, he went with Uis Honor, the Mayor, 
to Blackwell's Island, and there he saw cfelit hundred hu- 
man beings, apparently the most abandoned and brutal- 
ized, that he had ever east his eyes upon. One half of 
them could neither read nor write, and had had no reli- 
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gious education. Well, if il.i: question was asked it would 
be found that intemperance •■:>• the cause of that vast and 
indescribable amount- of human t 1'- gradation and human 
misery. Children were thra-it, inio the streets on such a 
day as that was, when the cold was so piercing as to get 
into the very marrow in their little bones, to pick np pen- 
nies to enable the wretched, criminal, unnatural parents to 
procure rum. He had toon one little girl of whom he had 
taken some notice. In tin: assembly before him there was 
not one more in teres tin it looking than that poor, unfortu- 
nate, and ill-fated child. She was between fourteen and 
fifteen years of age, and her inhnect was hardly sufficient 
for the requirements of decency. He asked, why did that 
girl go so "! The answer was, her father was a drunkard, 
Well, said he, (Mr. (J.) was she not old enough to go out 
to work ! "Where was her spirit '! The reply was, ' that 
child's mother is in a consumption, and four children are 
dependent upon that girl's exertion-.' O ! he conjured them 
to reflect upon the suil'eri!:gs caused by intemperance 
among the children of this rity, and lo come forward with 
their assistance to extern minis the hideous monster. Look 
at, and reflect upon the «nfii : .ri '■£■■< uf mothers, sisters, and 
brothers. He never would forget the heart-piercing recital 
61 an old woman in Worcester county. Her hoy, in whom 
all Ipr affections were centcreil, and over whose helpless 
infanc) she had watched many a night and day, had con- 
tracted iVe vice of drunkenness j delirium tremens had 
seised bim, fee went away and was absent for three years. On 
one evening his brokeu-hcarred anil ae.ed mother was read- 
ing in the Bible dial pissup-c, w'udi described Jesus Christ 
Casting the devil oot of the hlind man, because he was dy- 
ing and cutting himself among the tombs. She laid down 
the sacred volume, and exclaimed, ' Ah, my poor son is 
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this night perhaps crying, and cu.ilieg himself among the 
tombs.' She threw herself upon her knees, and prayed for 
him. Her boy retur.ieil that night; he had signed the 
pledge. Not wishing to go into the presence of liis hon- 
cred parent before he removed from liis person the effects 
of the travelling, he weal into a tavern which was contigu- 
ous to his mother's residence. The landlord said t 
that he had not seen him for some time, that he w; 
looking well, and asked him to drink something. The 
young man said no, lie had signed the pledge. The laud- 
lord told him that that was of no consequence. He 
sign the pledge in one town, and break it in another. The 
young man as yet he'd out against the assaults of the 
grim tempter. He said he did not want any thing to 
drink. Yet, said Mr. Gough, he did want something to 
gratify his passion, tor it had not vol submitted. Me had 
to battle against his appetite. Often ho (Mr. G.) had been 
obliged to put, with his trembling hands, the laudanum- 
bottle to his lips, which rattled against his teeth in order 
to quench the thirst for rum. A man was not free when 
he .signed the pledge. O ! no. He was still in chains. 
He had many straggles to make, for the purpose of ob- 
taining the mastery over his appetite. The system was 
weakened, and he longed for his rum. 

Bnt to return whence he had digressed. The mother 
rejoiced that her son. who was dead, was come to life again; 
that he was about to throw himself into her arms, ex- 
claiming, in accents f>f ivstaey, ' Mother, mother, I have 
returned to yon, I have signed the pledge, take care of 
me!' But, alas! that meeting between iho repentant 
child and the rejoicing mother was not realized — it did 
not come to pass. The tempter succeeded, the young 
man broke his pledge, a ad after he had done so, the de- 
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mon landlord laid a wage: 1 that the violator of his pledge 
would drink a pin!, of mm, without taking it from hi? lips. 
The wager was taken up, which was liquor for all round; 
the ram mis brought, the young mau [[rank it up; shortly 
after, ho, the only sou of bis mother, was found dead. His 
body was wrapt up in a buffalo skin and was conveyed to 
his mother's house on a plank. The old woman looked 
up into his (Mr. Gondii's) fare, when she told him what she 
had said to the landlord. ' J taxed him with having mur- 
dered my hoy, and I lofd hint that, .ho would have to an- 
swer for it before God. Stay Cud forgive me, I cursed 
him.' The reply of the heartless ramsellcr was, that he did 
not know that the ill-fated young man was her son. Thus 
had died that unhappy youth ; he had died drunk, and in 
the death of a drunkard there was no hope. 

Indignation was exci'.c", again-l the landlord, and he was 
compelled to leave the plaee. lie went to Norwich, where 
he continues in the murderous traffic, if he be not dead. 
But the wrath of the. public did not. heal or cicatrize the 
wounded heart of the inronso!ah:o mother. He would ask, 
how long would the rumseller he allowed to perpetrate 
such deed.s of hlood t How long would the friends of hu- 
manity stand tamely liy, while thousands upon thousands 
of human being; were sacrificed to the Moloch of rum 1 

When he took up a cewspaprr, he vend the accounts of 
rum-tragedies, which were sufficient to make one's hlood 
quiver in his veins. Sometime ago, a man in Pittsfield, 
under the dominion of rum, mnrdorcd his wife, and after- 
wards murdered his chilli. "Vet, that man had said, that he 
had loved his wife ; she had never onarrelled with him for 
drinking, but she wonld stare at him, and that look haunted 
him everywhere; it was in the very glass, he said; he saw it 
as he lifted it to his lips. One day, on his return, and when 
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nnder the fatal in flu nice of the firm, he ao his wife silting in 
her chair; tier eyes we re red u-id i'dhuncd, as though she 
had boon raying: a tea:- wn.s slill on li or- cheek, her hair was 
dishevelled. She gave him a look, not a look of anger or 
contempt, hut a tool; of soitoiv; lie went inlo another room, 
got his rifle, and shot her. 

Again, the newspapers vel.i'ed the particulars of fatal 
accidents whieli had lid'allou drunkm-ds on the railroads. 
His ov.'ii oonviorlon was. :'n- t'::c ilnivk;;n! haHiijr ^e-i.rarci! 
of himself, would drink to excess, raid then fall upon the 
track, being aware, before all bis senses had left him, that 
the cars would roll over and crush him to death. He 
believed Iha: nick wcie the feeling :'.n;l kitcutirai of the 
drunkard, the irreelniiiniMe druukaid. If they dotibted 
what he said, let them go raid nsk the reformed drunkard. 
The drunkard's body was like that of death; ho always 
carried about him a load of self-con rempt, which was bitter 
to hear. Ho compared the drunkard to one who was 
obliged to carry every where wit': him a dead body. It sat 
down with him when hi- ,-at down, raid rose with him when 
he rose. It was always there. Turn whichever way ho 
would, it was there, a glaring, livid mass. If ho wanted to 
avert his eyes from it, he could nor. without beholding the 
hideous ■spectacle. It so blooded upon ids soul, like anion. 
stcr of death, that, with Hi. r.iul, ho exclaimed, 'Who shall 
deliver me from the body of this deal!) V Yes, the drunk- 
ard would rather risk the pains ran; torments of the other 
world, than be subject to (bo horrors, such as lie (Mr. G.) 
had endeavored to describe. 'Hicy were called upon to 
wago war against all i«ro:d: : a:!i:<v beverages, whether they 
were used in the fashionable circles, at social parties, a! 
Weddings, at the large hotels, Ike low, miserable restorators, 
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or the filthy rum-grocery, where the miserable drunken 

idiots L'ii.'|i for iliiir rent's wo-.ib of ihe fiery 'ooi-am. 

There was one c-lns-j ol' persons, who, perhaps uninten- 
tionally, did more to perpetieuo intemperance, than all the 
grog-shops put together, lie knew that to be the fact 
But of that class he would not speak that evening. The 
first glass, which had made, thousands drunkards, had 
been taken at other places In;~:ilu the bar-room; he meant 
at the social parties, lint, i-. was said by some, that their 
inflnence eonld avail nothing i:i tbe ^.rfiit moral movement; 
and that if a man cannot jyoveru I±-.].e!f, he had better let 
it alone. Now, ho would challenge tlmt large assembly, 
nay, tlio world, to state insinneos where a man had been 
better, morally, physically, or Intellectually, by taking a 
glass of wine. But how many thousands had become 
drunkards by that glass 1 There were at present, in tliis 
country, notwithstanding toe iemjifi-Miieo reformation, jjus 
hundred tkouw/ti! dewhudi. iliirly thousand of whom, every 
year, descend into the drunkard's p-:ivu ; and they beguu 
with the first glass of eider, rum, brandy, or wine. Were 
they not called upon to ul-olis':i tin? practice? Did they not 
owe it to themselves to do so '! Did not the interests of their 
children require of them to do so 1 Ho would ask whether 
any father in that assembly v.o-ilil be willing to place his 
son in one scale, and fashion in ihe. other, and then wait 
to see who would kick the beam. Would any fond father 
like to risk the happiness of Id- boy in such a way? 

Mr. Gough then alluded to the young lady who had lost 
her life at Table Hack, by oil siiictiij:| to [>'u: I-. a sbi-ub, 
which was upon its brink. She made one false step, ' she 
cried out, save me I and over she went' Would any father 
tell his son that he could pluck it, to go and do so, and lei 
the world SCO how eoal he v.as ; as cool as though he was 
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standing in his own drawing-room? No. No father would 
speak thus to his child. He would tell him not to mate 
the attempt; his foot might slip, and he might lose hi3 life. 

The son. perhaps, woulu sav to bis fiLi.het', that then! was no 
danger of him; thai, i: diii not follow because a giddy-headed 
young lady had fallen over tin 1 . prt.cipice, into the gulf of 
destruction, which was beneath her, [tint the same fate was 
to await him. Very good, very plausible argument, very 
specious paratoaism ; but let it l« remembered that liun- 
drcda of thousands g ■■:> annually u> pluck the shrub, and that 
thirty thousand nf iLcm fill over the |.reeipieel Some said 
that only weak-mini led men became drunkards. That was 
not true. Ho would take two men : one should be a steady- 
going, plodding kind nf is eliai-actcr, always looking ahead, 
and not deviating to (be li^bt nor to the left, hut pursuing 
the even tenor of bif -.ray, bis lug a glass of wine in the way 
of business; he shodii be :t person not calculated to do 
much harm or much s^i-rul. and mv:. who hail never been 
supposed to have lived, until bis death appeared in the 
newspapers. The oilier should bo a person of warm iem- 
pcrament, full of life, of genius, and of learning; a favorite 
with the ladies, Cor the- fnsMi::i:lo:;!- of bis attainments; the 
admired of the fashionable eirelc, for hi; graceful dancing, 
for his beautiful playing, and for his charming singing. 
Such a man, if he took bis glass of -.viae, would, beyond all 
doubt, become a drunkard; but no power, no persuasion, 
no entreaties, could bra::; I lie oilier within the influence of 
the glass; in a word, it mis impossible to make him a 
drunkard. The one stood on the edge of the outer circle, 
but the other went within the inner circles, which grew 
narrower and narrower, until ho was swallowed up in the 
vortes, where tens of thousands went, and whore they would 
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remain, until the arrival of that terrible -day, when the great 
secret would be revealed. 

The cry of no danger, was a vain cry. Men said they 
had no desire to dunk. J low did < hey know that * The 
next time that any y.w,: nia.i, v.i.o was listening to him, 
who was in tlie habit, of drinking, had a wish to take some- 
thing, let him resist the wish; he would fuel feverish, rest- 
less, and uneasy, umii he had gi'.i'.ilii ;1 his wish or crushed it. 
He had heard of a ease, ivhcic .". friend of temperance was 
anxious to induce a drunkard, whom he knew, to become a 
Sober man, by saying, dint he ivoidil give him five dollars, 
if he would not drink for a day. The drunkard told his 
humane friend to shut him up ; lint, so fur gone was he in 
the vice, so determined and so incorrigible a drunkard was 
he, thathe had devised the mcuui of ^etlhig intoxicated, even 
while he was shut tip, by sucking the rum through astraw 
from a bottle, which a bm held milside the door; the straw 
was put through the key-hole. 

In the church of ihe Rev. Albert Barnes, in Philadelphia, 
he had held a temperance meeting. The children of eight 
or nine of the Sabbath schools, with their teachers, wore 
present. It was a most ehirions sight; it was a bright and 
beautiful sight, and it reminded him of what Dr. Pierce, of 
BrooMine, had said to him [ Mr. G.). of the meeting of 
children, which was once held in the Tremont Temple, 
namely, ' There was no Ikmcr-gimleu on earth equal to it.' 
But it was said, that, children <l;:l u..ir understand the lent- 
That was a greni mistake. They 
; and the girls and boys set a noble 
example to their seniors. The pledge contained the prin- 
ciple of total abstinence. The r.dvd'Tii.js of the cause sought 
their aid; and they solicited them to come np upon the 
platform, and take an active part in the holy work. The 
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traffic in mm would be put an end to. When ho said that, 
he was told that he wa- touching upon delicate ground; 
but he would never cease :u wae.c lynr against tlie traffic in 
all that intoxicates. It- was said, that, (.here were many 
ivca'.lhy men concerned in the. trade of nun. wlio.je in- 
fluence would lie l)ron;v:t ;o ljciir .laaiust those who de- 
nounced it, as being fraught with poverty, disease, and 
death. Butwhat cava] he for that impotent threat? lie 
had a right to lift up tin; cailain, lo disclose Hie secrets of 
the charnel-house; lie would teat away the drapery of 
respectability ! which hum; :i round il e- infamous trade, that 
it might be seen in tin' lsiri^th and breadth of all its hid- 
eous n ess and corruption. 

The dark and impc-seirablc pall of drunkenness, which 
enshrouded the rum-i.!cj™vii:;riej, must be rent. Tho ine- 
btiate outcast often exclaimed that no man eared for him, 
or for his soul; ho considered that he was lost, beyond all 
hope of recovery, and he ex pec. a 1 , to die. Night after night 
he pursued his course; rhey would hear his wild, demoniac 
laugh. Would any of those who were present accompany 
him (Mr. G.) for twenty- four hours, he would point out to 
them scenes, the hare nmtenifila-ion ol' which, would make 
the heart of a savage barbarian ache. He would point to 
their view those faml places, where the drunkard's soul and 
senses were steeped in rum. That man was sleeping, one 
would say; wait a little, l,o close, and hear his convulsive 
heavings; lift up Ids hand, and it falls dcadj cry aloud in 
his ear, and he would not hear: luii'.d a (ire around him, and 
such was the state of ^ivicfaci.iou in which he was, that he 
could with difficulty he started. No; he was not asleep: 
the drunkard never slept, pee the headed drops of perspi- 
ration standing on bis lore-head , ~ee him heating the air; 
gee him starting, avid tcrriiicd at the horrible figures which 
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crowd upon his imagination. He glares forth again, with 
one object in view, namely, to get his rum ; ho kuclt down, 
to clutch the glass with his trembling hands. He (the 
drunkard) cared not for the world ; he went on, in the same 
way, night after night, until he was hurried before the 
dread tribunal of Omnipotent ji.stite, in a state of intoxica- 
tionl O, it was a tremendous re&ection. Ho knew from 
experience all lie staled, lint, said Mr. Gough, with his 
eyes and hands turned towards heaven, thank God, a bright 
and beaming star of hope hud shone upon him. He had 
destroyed his appetite for diink ; he had trampled under his 
feet his foe. Iiut he would rather go back to what he was 
two days before he had signed the pledge, than he a Rot- 
SELLEit. He had been a sinner above all sinners, but the 
Almighty God had never left him bo far, us to be bad 
enough to sell the soul-destroying and God-defying rum. 

Mr. GoHifiL dwelt- upon the nicked use which was made 
ofcorn,while thousands of human beings were in want of 
bread. He spoke of the advertisements, which he often 
saw in the newspapers, which were — 

' Corn ', Coin! Tim iiiiiln.il cash price f/kiin fir Cunt.' 
That com was poured into (be accursed distillery, and 
was converted into a liquid live, to blight, blast, and scathe 
the face of nature. If the eorn was bought up, and cast 
into the sea, and if the highest cash price was given for 
casting it there, if the object was to produce famine ill that 
way, the advocates of the temperance cause would be 
silent, because the injury which would thus result would 
be comparatively nothing. In one hundred and thirty 
towns in Massachusetts, the sale of spirits was abol- 
ished. But the people oi' those (owns complained that 
Boston was ruining them, hcc.mse the, rum was obtained 
here in jugs, and fbiT^u-c.cd '.o ihose places by the different 
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and carriers, Would the citizens of Boston per- 
mit, that ? Would the rum traffickers he allowed to pour 
Out their liquid streams of drul.h. ■:]■: spite the appeal of the 
broken-hearted wives, arid the tears of the orphan? But 
the rum-sellers said, if [hey did not sell, others would, lie 
(Mr. G.) had asked them why they sold at all. The answer 
was, to write inniifi/.. Hat her than sell, it, he would sooner 
die on a hay-mow, withe at. a per™ to wipe the damp dews 
of death from his brow: lie ivo^lii *;,oner lay his head on a 
cold stone, with nothing to protect it against the pitiless 
peltings of the storm. He would prefer that hard and mel- 
ancholy fate, to a bed of eider down, and to have friends, 
ivith anxious co-mtenauccs. -.leerie.g liaouidi the damask 
curtains that shrouded his dying body, when the latter 
were purchased with v.calth made in a distillery, every dol- 
lar of which was Mistered with the tear of sorrow, rusted 
with the suicide's blood, and crusted with the piercing cricn 
of the sobbing, starving child, God never gavo the distil' 
ler a dollar, and if lie were to make an offering of one, it 
would be an act of impiety, and an outrage upon the 
Majesty of the Deity. Ho would repeat it ; let those who 
doubted the extent and :u:ig:iiinde of the evil arising from 
drunkenness, go with him to the prisons, and see the pale 
faces, the sunken eves, and tin; h;>!!:w Jaws of the victims 
of mm. 

On one evening, tin) gentlemen ivcre walking in the 
streets of Philadelphia, when they were accosted by two 
little girls, who asked for alms. Upon being questioned, 
one of them said she had no father-, and the Other said she 
had a father-in-law. They went home with the children, 
and, when they entered the door, they saw a woman work- 
ing as fast as she could with her needle. They remon- 
strated with the woman for allowing her children to 1)0 in 
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the street at such a late hour, and told her that if she did 
nut take proper care of them, they would have her conduct 
laid before the proper authorities. The woman, a fine com- 
manding looking person, ihiv-v down her work, stood up, 
and, in a burst of rage, said [hat ttiey ought to take the law 
of the whisky-shop;,-— they caused her to labor, and her 
children to beg. She ivorkei! from nioi-'iing until night, but 
she could not support her family, The gentlemen were 
confounded. They wen: away, and returned the next day 
(o make provision I'o e the family. 

Mr. Cough related the purlicidars connected with the 
reformation of a young man who had been addicted to 
drinking. It was the virtuous determination of a grey- 
headed negro, who had refused to take a drink of cider in- 
stead of water, which bad reformed him. The old man was 
itbont to put the cider to his mouth, when he discovered 
what It was; he refused to drink it, and returned it to his 
young master, who was induced to sign the pledge, and who 
liad since promised to exert his influence for the good of 
his fellow-creatures. Yottni: men and old raen, said Mr. G., 
go and imitate the meritorious and nohlo example of the 
virtuous negro. The young man and the negro would per- 
haps meet each other where there was no ruin, where there 
was no temptation ; hut where all was brightness and 

He would again refer to Philadelphia, for which they 
would excuse him. Two ladies, who were going to a tem- 
perance- meeting, which was held in that city, were asked 
by a man, who did not appear to belong to the 'lower 
order,' for two cents. They said they would not give him 
what he wanted, but they asked, him to go with them to a 
temperance meeting, where he would hear some music, and 
perhaps he induced to sign the pledge. The oilier lady 
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said to her companion, that she hail better not take him 
there, as he might oiiseonrntet himself. At that moment 
two boys passed by, who n-ere renue.ted by the ladies to 
see the man home, and to call upon them in the morning 
with, word where he lived, and they would reward them. 
One of the ladies went 10 see liisu. She found him sick 
with Miriam tremens. He was the only sen of his mother, 
and she was a widow. She hud a sufficiency for herself 
and her son. All she bid lo grieve about, was the dissipa- 
tion of her child. The lady asked him (Mr. G.) to accom- 
pany her to see the young iiimi. and apologized lo him for 
not having the carriage, as her mother was out shopping. 
Well, he felt pretty proud lo wa.lk through the streets with 
an elegant lady. lie saw the inebriate — lie stayed with him 
an hour— ho signed the pledge. They should have seen 
his mother; her feeling eomiiiued to well up, until, at last, 
she burst into a flood of tears : they were tears of heartfelt 
joy and gladness. Those kind and magnanimous ladies. 
were tin! instruments, a ruler 1 leave ri : liy which that young 
man had been resetted from a drunkard's grave. Let others 
of their sex go and do likewise. There were a great many 
worth saving, and who might shine as stars in the hemis- 
phere of talent. To all present, he would say, press on- 
ward, come forward, and let them 'how their sincerity, by 
signing the pledge. 

lie implored all friends of hu;:n:u:ty to give the cause 
their support, and to exert their inftuenre, in every legiti- 
mate manner, to bring over ue drunkard. He loved the 
cause, and Ids tlevulkm to :t should cease only with his 
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A TEMPERANCE SKETCH. 

[BY AH ENGLISH TRAVELLER.] 



T.\ the parly pail of .Tanaa.ry, of the present year, T was 
residing in Philadelphia, anil finding, one dull, drizzling 
damp morning that time hung heavily on my hands, I 
made mi attempt at killing it hy applying to that usual 
refuge for the destitute tourist — iho newspapers. I soon 
digested the whole of their eontents, having from the 
paucity of information contained in the various hebdoma- 
dals actually devoured the advertisements, which, by the 
way, were the most iinmsmg pm-lions of the hroad sheets. 
This resource being i'lS.ansir::!. what was I to dot It was 
not a day for walking, and v-'erc it so, I had seen every 
lh!n;; r-i note i;i and aho^t the beautiful ril.y of .l'rollieii_\ 
Love. The Hall of Independence, the Mint, Laurel Hiil 
Cemetery, Franklin's Grave, the Girard College, had all 
been visited, and how was T to amuno myself, a stranger 
in a strange place! 

I sauntered to die v.'imiinv of my hotel, and there had a 
melancholy view of the damp roof of the Market House. 
Tiring of this pros pes:'. 1 planu'il myself before the stove, 
and in pure desperation cook up a pamphlet on temperance 
which lay on the table. There was not much in it to in- 
terest me, hut it wan heifer, "I thought, than nothing, so 1 
read on — turning the leaves over and over, on tho priuei 
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US APPENDIX. 

pie which, makes a squirrel turn in his circular cage. I 
iv:i'l liecs'.usc J could'nt help it. 

There wore several r.o'.iccs in tli:;t temperance pamph- 
let of various lecturer; on the subject of tola! abstinence; 
and a perfect host of ;iane.:m;i!is rejecting one of them, a 
young man named Gongh, who lin.il, it seemed, l>een cre- 
ating quite a 'sensation' wherever lie appeared. Anec- 
dotes of considerable interest were quoted as having been 
related by him, and from nil accounts, his progress through 
the various cities and towns of the Uniou seemed to have 
been a very march of triumph. 

I am passionately Ajriilfifulfiii i iOJH public speaking, and 
therefore felt a grant desii-e to Lcr.r .Mr. Cough; nor was my 
wish long ut) gratified. Sir t!:i: v.ii:; being ' over and gone,' 
I sauntered down Cl'iosirm*. sneer, and in my way saw a 
bill which announced that Mr. (1- would address the peo- 
ple of Philadelphia in a church, on the following Sunday 
evening, and Qiither at the appointed hour I repaired, ex- 
pecting to ho disappointed, for 1. have generally found 
much-vaunted men to fail far short of the standard elected 
by their admirers. 

Mr. Cough's fume having ' i.'.nwji before him,' the church 
was, long before the appointed lime, crowded to overflow- 
ing. I occupied a seat in the gallery, and in common 
with hundreds waited anxiously for the appearance of 
(he second Father Mnthew. As seven o'clock drew near, 
every eye was strained in order to catch the first glimpse 
of him. There was a perfect /rrw. Sorely, thought 1, he 
must he something above the mark ■ hut stay. 

The minister, who regnlmly ofiiciaics in the church, goes 
into the pulpit and sits down. One or two persons behind 
mo say it is after seven o'clock, and very much fear tliat 
Mr. Gough is not corning, and they arc only going to liavo 
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a sermon after all. Present')- there 
and a grave-looking spectacled 



On Ihe road from griizte to gray,' 
is seen pushing, wuh monstrous eiiffi«ulty, through the 
crowd. He is followed lij a vanug man, or rather by a 
young man's head, for whether a body belongs to it is 
doubtful — if there ho, ir lails fair to be bo flatly squeezed as 
to render seeing it edgeways a matter of diffltulty. On 
the grave-looking gcsul em an aral hi- companion push, and at 
length arrive :il. tl:c: foot of the nai.id 'c:i^b ^ to ilie j»-ilj»rl— 
'There he goes! that'sGough! him with the spectacles on,' 
whispers one to another, a~ the grave-looking personage 
ascends the steps — no, that cannot bo fJio orator, for we 
are told he is much younger. Another individual mounts, 
and a buz goes round- - again a disappointment! it is only 
tho sexton, who is about to regulate the rcfractoiy gas- 
burner. Perhaps the secret a ry (for such is the gentleman 
with gray hair and spectacles) is going to apologise for 
Mr. Gough's unexpected, unavoidable absence, &c., &c. 
O ! no — no such tiling, for you may sec a young man fol- 
lowing the sexton, and ail at once every eye is flxed on 
him, for every body whispers to every body else — ' That's 
him,' and this time they are right, for Mr. J. B. Gongh it is, 
■What! that pair, (bin young man — with a brown over- 
coat buttoned closely up to liis chin, and looking so at- 
tenuated that a tolerably net-severing gust of wind would 
have had no difficulty in pulling him to any required point 
of the compass — -that him who ran swayed multitudes by 
his oratory. Made strong men weep like little children, 
and women to sob sis if their hearts would burst! Yes — ■ 
look at his huge expressive eyes — mark every feature, and 
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j-on see the stamp of no common man there. The young 
apostle of temperance ;s before us. 

After a brief address from iVj r. jM atil : . and a prayer from 
the pastor of the church, a hymn was sung, and then Mr, 
Rough fiiiim forward. I had now a better opportunity of 
observing him. Hi:; face was pale, ami (here needed no 
vcryfcru;in!/in!;'(Tc m detect on the brow of youth, furrows 
which time and trouble- had prcmaliirely ploughed there. 
His cheeks were very pale, somen- hat sunken, and their 
muscles were very distinctly marked. The mouth, by far 
the most expressive fcatii : .-e of (iio face, was of a benevo- 
lent formation, (if I may so describe it,) and at times a 
smile of Inexpressible sweeiness lurked about it — a quan- 
tity of dark hair nearly covered his forehead, yet leaving 
one temple bare, indicating a brain of more than ordinary 
capacity. In dress he v.-:is eMnjieely simple — -plain black 
—taken altogether, I have seldom at a first glance felt so 
lively an Interest in any celebrated man (and I have seen 
many) as ( did in Mr. Gougli. 

It would be easy enough to give the matter of Mr 
Cough's address, lm! In convey any thing except a very 
slender idea of his ™<jji!.'re-, -.vonkl i jC a slice,]- impossibility, 
and I shall not attempt so hopeless a task. To he fully 
appreciated he must be heard. He commenced by dis- 
claiming any intention of entering on an argument, and 
said that he should mainly dejicnd oh (acts, the results of 
his own experience, or those of others which had fallen 
under his notice. He ti;en described his own career as an 
intemperate man, and d-ew picrures of such terrific power, 
and yet so truthful lJi.it bis hea-crs shuddered ns they lis- 
tened to the dreadful details. To me, intemperance had 
never before appeared in all it- horrible, startling hide 
ousness. The impressions made by Mr. Gough on his 
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audience seemed to be profound ; and many of liis pathel- 
itiil nnccJot.cs drew tears ' f :-oiii eyes unused to weep. 1 

It being Sabbath evening, Mr. t'.ion^li Jid not indulge in 
any reminiscences of a h'liitTons iii'.iiin:. but confined him- 
self to n delineation of itiu .wl'ul features of intemperance, 
as exhibited every hour in our daily paths. His illustra- 
tions were marvellously felicitous, :md most aptly intro- 
duced. Never (lid he utter any thing approaching to vul- 
garity, and often his eloquence was of a high order. lie 
told lis that he had never known (.lie advantages of educa- 
tion (a fact which none would have suspected) j that he had 
left England at twelve years of age; had suffered from 
poverty and want in their direst forms, and had felt, when 
diitili \-...A f(.l:l;i:J liiin o: ll~ ] who made lift dwr, thai tie 
was utterly alone. It was the roost awfully interesting 
aui:di::;_;inphy I ever listened to. 

During that week, and rho week following, Mr. Cough 
lectured to Congregated tIiohkslihIk in Philadelphia; and so 
fascinated was 1 by his doirrnjnee, ibai, with the exception 
of two meetings, I beard u'l his addresses. The excitement 
was tremendous. To obtain any chance of hearing him, 
seats were obliged to be procured more than an hour and a 
half before the time of conimcnecmerd. Gallery and pulpit 
Btairs, and aisles, were thronged with people of every class. 
I shall never forget the scene at the Chinese Musanin, 
where, on two occasions, three thousand people paid twenty- 
five cents for the privilege of heai'r.g him; and, even then, 
hnudreds wore unable to obtain admission. Mi-. Gough 
enchained that vast audienee, for two hours, by one of the 
most effective addresses I ever beard. At one moment he 
convulsed tliein with merriment; rani, as if by the touch of 
an enchanter's wand, be subdued them to tears. It was a 
wonderful display of his power over the feelings and pas- 
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sions; and yet, with nil, there was so much of humility, 
that one knew not which most to admire — the man or his 
matter- 
Mr. Cough is an admirable mimic, and tells a story with 
more point than, Charles Maiihcvs excepted, any other 
story-teller I ever listened to. Ilin sarcasms tell with .effect, 
and his pathetic narrations of ilie laiaschold distresses are 
graphic in the extreme. I should not like to be tlio object 
of Ills denunciations, for lie hmnchea his thunders willi an 
unsparing hand, as the traffickers in rum can testify. lie 
sings, too, and very sweetly: few can refrain from tears 
when hearing his 'long, long ago.' Taken altogether, it 
may bo safely said limt JMr. Co-l^Il is one of those men 
whom tho Almighty culls out, at certain periods, towage 
liis battles, and effect ureal moral reforms. Mr. Gough is, 
cmp'iaticaily, a man lor the Times I 

I forgot to remark, that our orator's voice is extremely 
musical, and of flexible lone ; at times sweet as that of the 
eloquent Henry Sin ii li fa pnwhi'r of Queen Elizabeth's 
day, and surnamed the silver-tangoed), and at others, pour- 
ing forth, torrent-like, in eloquent invective. In fine, he 
lias all tho requisites for an efficient public speaker, and 
nobly does he bring all bis energies to bear whilst engaged 
in discussing his favorite theme — temperance, to which he 
feels lie owes so much. 

It should not bo forgotten by Mr. Cough's wide, and still 
expanding circle of friends, that their favorite speaker's 
talents are confined in an earthly casket, and that the vast 
amount of labor which he performs must of necessity affect 
his health. Let those w'nj va!ae lii-i influence, be careful of 
the man; and not, by ovenvoj!;i:is him now, prevent his 
future usefulness. It is evident that he is suffering from 
over-work ; indeed, human nature caimoi long support such 
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prodigious efforts as his. The lives of audi men are of 
priceless value. That ho may long be spared to effect still 
greater reforms in our moral and social circles, is the heart 
felt prayer of one who, after Father Matthew had failed to 
convince him of the error of 'drink,' heard from J. E, 
Gough, his junior 0:1 1 ■< in vcuv;, siidi statements as induced 
J.D.E. 



Boston, March. 1845. 
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10 JOHN B. GOUGH. 



Thy lvork is good, thy aim is high— 

Tliy mission pure rind holy ! 
Tim human haul in pur;!';,' ; 

To raise the weuk aixl lowly ; 
To bid the slaves, who, hating nil. 

By men are shuiineil and hated, 
Kiss up from Rum's despotic thrsill, 

Hen — solf-oruaimipated ! 



I;: hemes n . : 


;h\&. ouee were fn:l ufvoc, 


Meek Peace shall fold her pinion \ 


And like a 


'little heaven below,' 


Will sea 


n the calm dominion: 


l-'o: cliLl-.'ri 


:■], F,fraiisc:s lo-i S to bliss, 


When pl 


iron I forms caressing, 


Khali owe 


to thee their happiness, 


And nan 


ie !hee with a Ijicasiuy. 


Some won 


e than widowed wife, whose flowers 


Of hope 


were well-nigh blighted, 


Shall feel her many weary hours 


Ofsadno 


wail readied; 
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For s:n!les -hrdl !>:;im, -■ end by the tongua 
Which uttered threats and curses, 

Shall ji'ii.yii's lni mud,!; and oft bo sung 
D(;vu1.in:i'H hiillowed vvr-'M. 

The y( ;■ s':l:\H SlLli". 'iy -:iv]iil- :'::rd, 

Which gasped them when pursuing, 
With Dissipation's thoughtless band, 

[he pulli to endless ruin. 
Gray-headed sires shall joy to see- 

Some prodigal j^i'e^lii:;: : 
A"d mut-hor.*. ivhuti Slieir [oved are free, 

Will hush the long lamenting ? 

O 1 prouder fur such wrca'.bi us iuino 

Than Hero's cirques of glory ! 
And brighter shall thy trophies shine 

Upon the page or story I 
The weapons of thy rigiitoous war 

Love's garlands are entwining ; 
And Peace speaks, as when Bethlehem's star 

Was o'er iho shepherds shining. 



^Google 



EAKS AGO. 



■ Awtr, 



Two years sign, n mighty chaiu 

Had bound me to the bow], 
Its links lay burning an my brain 

And crushing down my soul j 
My mother, Sir from scenes of strife 

Wil«, 111 UiU' L-IUVi.', laid low. 

And not a star shone on my life 

But two short yean ago. 
Two yoi'.i-s ago, the loafing throng, 

That hung around the inn, 
Would say — ' Come, sing us now a song, 

And you shall havi: ^i;:iic ^In.' 
Ami .[ '.':<<: drunkard's catch would troll, 

The lowest of the low, 
Ami then in drink would drown my soul, 

But two short year.-, :'.■■.-). 
Two years ago, upon the edge 

Of Buin's gulf I lay: 
I woks — I rose — I signed the pledge 

Two years ago to-day : 
That plodge hath saved my drowning soul, 

From sorrow, pain, and woo ; 
'T was that, that helped me dash the bowl 

Away, two years ago. 

And now a glorious sun hath risen 

To cheer and bless my soul : 
I feel my freedom from iny prison — 

My aoiiila^o to ;::■! \:r;-~. 
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Two years ago, thy name, God, 

Thy holy courts I never trod; — 
Forgive me, rower Supreme ! 

And help mo do some little good, 
In lifting up the low, 

Who m.w fives standing, where I stood 
i> :-t tivn -her: yours ajo. 



liUm by Rev. Wm. U. TipPift, for Mr. J. B. Gocoh, and 

1 was Ui-.-eA by tilts winds on a f:\iac.hevOii* wiive ; 
Above mo iv:i5 rnjril, hi'.iip.iitli me a grave ; 
TIio Bky, to my earnest inquiry, was dark ; 
The storm in a deluge came down on my bark I 
How fearful ! to drive on si horrible shore, 
Where breakers oflinin eternally roar. 

0, Mercy ! to wreck in the morning of days,— 
To die when life dazzles with changeable rays,— 

To sink as the grovelling and vile of the ship, 
The rose on my check, and the dew on my lip — 

And fling, as a bauble, my soul to the hcaiis, 
Th:n £'.:>■ V:] ami mod; 'io'il th(: cii.ti 0i the deeps. 
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0, no 1 for a Stah trembles out in the sky, 
The shrieks of the ocean complaitiingly die, 
The gales that I covet blow iVesh from, the shore, 
Where breakers of Ruin eternally roar : 
E:k::i <uil pre-.-.;.;., boiiny.vii-il — nil praises to Thee 
Wluiiij inn-1 in U-.:!t iiouv liiisli'ii tumult uiul sea 



TO J. B. GOUGH 



Yodng champion of i! l-ii-'i te:-.-?. eiLu-e. pre 55 boldly on, I pray, 
Though weary, feint not — iV.Ucr no*, though dark and rough 

the way 5 
Ripe is the liar vest, and 1h,y hand omi well the sickle wield, 
0! bind the sheaves — root up the tares, that camber now 

the field. 

Strong is the (bo; but thou art ;':o--;;, the tempter's spell to 
Thy heei can bruin". I.h: sc.rpe:!t T f i:ea;l, hi; dreaming -victim 

Still pour, in floods of bmii'ii;;- light, (hy thoughts without 
control, 

Thy trumpet tones nan stir tho heart, can rouse the slum- 
bering so Hi. 

Sheathe not the two ■/.<■.:. ~.:\ sword of truth, till error van- 
Spare not the wolf, while yet one lamb, bleeding, before thee 
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Though, like the lightning-riven onk, thou 'st known misfor 
Affections shall spring up, and twine, like ivy, round thy 

Thousands shall grasp thy Uaiid.sud ca'.l thee savior, brother, 

And prayers from mj:::;i. hcai'l; for (bee, like incense, shall 
ascend. 

The seeds thou 'rt sowing now in tears, shall blossom 'neath 

thy tread ; 
Hope's ripened fruit-, and soul-fraught joys, shall cluster 

rourid thy head; 
Angels of holy light o'er thee, thc-ir radiant wings shall bend, 
Withptciuisof a rescued ho=t, tLob' bailings soft shall blend. 

More precious to a soul like thine, such treasures, though 

untold, 
Than ingots of the glbtom:'.!; drn=s ;h:it uiiiuihiou's sons call 

gold. 
Blessed thus on earth, a brighter crown shall deck thy brow 

Where thou, with all cinch's ransomed tribes, shall sing the 
song of love. 
Dcdham, Mitt Village. uzette. 



TO MR. J. Ji. GOUGH. 

You KG '(n-iikiC ! tlmn bust dearly learned [he lore, 
Tim!, (onchcd !lii tongue wit:: ckx: uraict. 'o cliain 
The thro: S-"S crowds, ami bid (lie t'.\ir-(bop pour, 
As Hows from April clouds the genial rain. 

God grant the seed may ripen, and bring forth 
Uich harvest, all commensurate with thy worth, 
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Ah ! thou hast paid for knowledge such a pries 
As beggars imagery. Nought can repay 

The boundless transudes lavished upon vice: 
Thy early boyhood's pure and hallowed ray, 

TV.y you::;; heat's hepes, ttie lift oflier who gave 

Her all to thee, ere yet a mindless Glare. 

Steeped to the lips in poverty and sharne, 

Quivering with agony, remorse, and dread ; 

Cast by the living forth, with taunts and blame, 

E'en from the bosom of the peerless dead ! 

Condemned and exiled. O 1 my God, prevent 
Another bearing the bonds which thou hast rent 

' 1 I have suffered.' Via*: arid many hearts, 

That beat before thee, echoed back thy words, 
As memory drew aside the screen, thai parts 
The past and present. Ah I the inner chords 
OTmany souls vibrated to the tone. 
Ah! me, thou hast not trod the path alone 



We, who hive seen our loved ones rini>«c :> rid _/";.■'.', 

Know well what inilnence alone ear; save 
Others who tremble, like a tottering wall, 
O'er the dark precincts of the drunkard's grave. 
>T is iv.iliriihnil effort, sire and son, 
Hue', marshal side l>y side, ere the broad field be 1 

Anil yet ni'-.n. say, ' Car; 1 mv brother keep ?' 
Wo answer, ' Can yon not his steps betray ? 
And, fiend-like, urge him to the dangerous leap, 
And then lament his doimfal! t ' Hedge the way 
By a firm phalanx of abstaining ones, 
And save your country's honor, and her sons. 
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Go on, tliou 'young man eloquent! ' go 0:1: 
Continue thus to urge thy brother man — 
Thy brother Christian — thus to not upon 
This glorious cause ; others have led the van ; 

Thou bring est iva the centre; oliar;'.e, and rout j 
Their faiie p.y.e.iva wks; bo drive;; oi:t, 

Thill" o.'irtlily 1:i hi.':-: !::.(■ lo riulo. ■.rm-n; Lave sliOi'li ; 
But spare not word, nor tear, nor life, nor limb : 
The monster, who ones held thee, miift not look 
Fur truce or quarter; f/nni li-ni : -: none from kirn..' 
Bolter a, martyr's ilen.:.li--a martyr's lot, 
Than the escutcheon of our cause to blot. 
New York, 1814. A.r.fc 



DRINKING SOKIi. 



DniBR from the mountain spring, 

As it k';i:>5 from its rooky cell : 
TJrhsU from the pure uvun;!'., t.-uh Bering 

Along tho flowery dell. 

But drink not of the poisoned cup, 

Taste not ite deadly flow ; 
It crazes tho head, it fires the blooil, 

And it fills the heart with woe. 

Though it dance to the sight, in youth so bright, 

Though it gleam with tho promise of joy, 

Yet of Genius and Hope 'tis the deadly blight, 

And it cloudeth the morning of youth in night, 

And it bringoth long woe for a brief delight, 

And it charmeth to destroy. 
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Then drink from 'Ma iiioniibiin spiing. 
As it leaps from its rocky cell; 

Drink from the pure strewn, Kimdeiing 
Along !):j: flowery dell. 

But drink not of Hip poisoned oup, 
O! taste not its deadly flow, 

For it crazes the head, and it fires the blot 
And it fills the heart with woo. 
Nan Brunswick, JS45. 



TO MB. JOHN 



Hah. to thee, stripling' youthful soldier, hail 1 
Cwi's iilesfing ■■:•■■■ 'i.;<-.% in thy noble Mil ! 

Mighty the foe, and clad in glittering mull ; 
But thou, with sling and stone, his arts shall foil. 

Slay riot thy hand, — hurl forth the chosen stone, 

Ihislrapci! by art, Ijui vmlislied is; die sircam 
Of failing cioeneiu'e, wl 1:1-0 mighty tone 
Slnill wnkc the '.vniiibri::- Com his dmi;;crous 'Ireum. 

Thy cause is holy, — cud i';mn every heart, 
1'liat feels the crusii!:^ v.- L iis; ! :t .if human woe, 

Or fears the tempter's fierce 'ind fiery dart, 
There breathe, ' (j-;ni .-peed ;hin.y ivhorosiio'cr thou gi 

1'rotect thy life, thy -'ri!'i™r;i, \'i\- ^ro-.vinj.' powers, 
Thy singleness of heart, thine upright aim ; 

Shov.or henhii ui:;l gimhuyss ml '.hy future S'.OUYS, 
And guard Ihec from tlie touch of sin or shame I' 
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The foe may rail, — may scorn thy sin pie word, 
And deem himself in iiis stronghold secure, 

But as the leaves by autumn winds are stirred, 

So 6ba.lt Ihon move men's hearts, whilst thino is puro. 

'T is this, more potent than the power of art, 
Of boasted genius, or world-wide renown, 

Shall give tbee power to wield tbe human heart. 
And make Its pulses vibrate to thine own. 

Yes; yes, preserve thy singlenoss of aim, 

Thy lowly mind, thy unOL-ot^din-r miun, 
And precious, then, shall be thy wsll-eiu-imd Ikine. 
The victor's crown shall on thy brow ba seen. 

Go forth, then, stripling, with thy stones and sling, 
Look not on helmet, shield, or glittering spear ! 

They suit thee not, — a burden they would brina;,— 
Enough thy mighty cause for thee to bear 1 

Strong in tho power, the naherl pmver off ruth, — 
Of love, warm, gushing from a kindly heart, — 

Not momtm only, manhood, ardent youth, 
Shall bow subdued before thy heaven-taught art. 

And Cod himself shall thy rewarder be. 
'T Is ho hath raised, endowed thea for the 6trife, 

Av.il *i» iviil Inn-:! thee fort] i !n victory, 

If thou art faithful to tlie end of life, — 
'Till then, meek soldier, patient laborer, v.-ait. — 
The priie is only thine when reached is heaven's gato. 



^Google 



WITHIN A PRISON. 


ler ii indebted, fir in: incident of die. fallowing Ballad, 


■Jie ulcsijutiil Mr. Gough. 


As once, within a prison's malls. 


I trod the echoing floor, 


And marked the dim and narrow cells, 


V.'vr.i '■villi, its grated door. 


On one, a far-east, slanting ray. 


From a narrow window, high, 


Dropped faintly, sin.l rovenlpd witid:], 


A so.ddened, blood-shot eye. 


Through a littlo ehi-.k it wistful, looked, 




liqilor! ■!■;' y ii !jP;:;:P(1 of n:H 


To tarry a little space. 



it v::s :l -vy., ■-,.;\:-:\. pleasure, then, 

To stop by the friendless man, 
Whose rhoujjhtj nf jruiit i;i i.h solitude, 

With his reason riot ran. 
' It ia a blessed thing,' he said, 
i A kindly face to see ! ' — ■ 
Two fingers through the little chink 

lip strove to strati:!! to ma. 
He longed to touch a friendly hand,— 

To hear a friendly tone, — 
To feel that on God's happy earth 

And as that quivering hand I held, 
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1 What hait iliou done, thou hapless one, 

That, in this gloomy coll, 
Shut out from held, and love, and hope, 

Thou art condemned to dwell ? ' 
Now close lie pressed the iron door! 

And tighter grasped ray hum!; — 
' There was h time, — the happiest rant] 

Was I in all the land. 
A ehcei-i'u] hiiait. and sl.nlwai-t E[reTigi.ii. 

Tin; Lord had given ma; — 
A pleasant imiI, is IUlc lii-in, — 

All beautiful to see. 
My wife was pure as lily fair,— 

O, woe! woe israc'l — 
And sweeter, far, than lilies are, 

I loved Ik'.i- iki:n-|y, loved my home, — 

Xo link- onus had we; — 
Husband and wife; — she thought she knew 

Nil hi-iiver man than he. 
Rut evil Spain t-- m ]i Tiid me 

To wander from her love, — 
Willi r:ii-:-.1(|.! lip, w;:is-dU})S to sip, — 

Wi'ii sti-u-yiiig feet to rove. 
In the accurse'd bowl were drowned 

Jly lia;i;i:ucss am: hiiahh,— 
SliipivrccliuJ iii.rl [r.:--.; — ariiL therewithal 

My modest store of wealth. 
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My gentle wife be ;^j: *n i'.l'O'it^ 

Like lily overborne; — 
But sweeier grew, as lilies do, 

V.'llfi!! lU : .i!K lisivn:! ;U"B lorri. 



Knt one roproBthfiil word she spake. 

Nor murmnr once did she, — 
When, like a wretch, I treated her, 

She like an angel, tne. 
For when, -with drunken rage, I came, 

A vile, nisd cursing man, 
Her blue eyes she would fix on me, 

Whence silent tear-drops ran. 
That was a scourge I could not bear,— 

It pierced mc through and through; 
As, day by day, time wore away, — 

Surely, it larger grew. 
Paler became her pallid cheek, — 

Her lace and form more thin ; 
And, in plain view, SJ:o veins traced thr'jurjh 

Iler white, transpiire-iil skin. 
Hi:i di'eiLi'.fn'. \v:is ''::■! ;-- : i!vi';l loo';, -■ 

It was too hard to bear; 
At home, by the way, in the cup every day — 

I saw it everywhere. 
Where'er I went, I saw it still ; 

Still, still it followed mo; — 
In dreams of the night, — in broad daylight, — 

Still, still that look I see. 
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iO liny, with fri'::/y filled, I a 



She sat upon a lirckfin diair, 



She rose, and turned on me i/iai hoi.' 
Within roe demons wrought; — 

With staggering pace, from out its place, 
My deadly gun I caught ! 



I cannot tell thee any more, — 
Death Is too good for me ; — 

Bat sometimes, in the still, dark night, 
Ad angel's form I see. 

Beside my lonely couch she stands. 

And kindly looks on me ; 
And whispers, that, beyond the grave 

I may forgiven he.* 



Down from the willow's drooping bough, 
My trembling harp I '11 bring, 

And o'er its chords, twice rescued friend, 
My joy and sadness fling. 
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For bitter waters are unsealed, 

As wo with thee review 
Tliy thnrn-strnini path to manhood's day, - 



Yi-.~, tears -vil' (la ■■•;, ■vUl flow with thine, 
t.onn, slritAtui, tempted otio j 

'J'liat malice dared, from off thy brow, 
To pluck that valued, crown. 



But, I we joy that for thee ni 

Hope's star doth brightly shii 

That round thy onward, npwar 



Our brethren — fallen low. 
Then, ' Onward ! ' let thy mot 



There no malignant, chilling glanoe, 

From envy's eye will fall ; 
No friend will there prove treacherous, 

No wily tempter call. 

Prayer, i how fervent, shall ascend 

To God, the Lord, for thee ; 
That he thy buckler, shield, and strength, 

Thy All, may ever be. 
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SoggcsteSI by hearing Mr. J. I!. i>i;(fii, iir u Isle Temperance Lsc 

Days if my childhood,— sweet days of delight,— 
Wien r thought Hint the world would thus ever be bright 
When the eyes of four.! parents wotdrl light up with joy. 
When they rested on me, their then Innocent boy,— 

I (!i-e;:m<«l mil. 01" sorrow, - -I drer.mcd net of «o,?,- 
A lung time ago, a Jong time ago. 

I roamed, wilU my r-isler, o'sv highland and wood; 
And.bl'the wns our eoii.i, ft', en lii'.irfs inppy and good; 
Wo culled the wi".d flower, I're-ii clmplets to twine, 
To deck her fair trow, as slio also did mine L — 

It seemed then a paradise, to us below,— 

A long time ago, along time ago. 

T!-tt (:io=e d:iy 5 of 'to'"-;:!-, nh ! tl'.ey did not rr-'ain; 
For seen f:iey wore followed by '.vrnt, r.n-.i !.y p:iiu ; 
The lnn'ber. 1.1i:ir. loveil inn, in r!r-a'!i ii:issi;rl nwiiy, 
And I wept on the sod o'er her slumbering clay ; 

My sistor and I stood where slie li'.y low, — 

A long time aire, :l long time ago. 

Wo returned to cm 1 garret, eo drefiry ar.d sad, 

And felt that we never again could be glad ; 

Vie knelt llisro ill pi-iiyer 1.0 our b natality Friend '. 

For, on earth, none was near us, to guard and defend 1 

'Twas then that I first felt life's troubles and woe,— 

A lung t'nie jiij!). ;i long time ago. 

My homo was with strangers, — a prior orpliiin hoy; — 
Then forever was parsed my oliildli'vd's lil';n'.it joy, — 
Bough la:-.s;-.;:i;;c, i'i li'ciituioiii, nil ! hard was my lot; 
finch cruel iLduiidiicis er.n ne'er be forgot; 
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A long time <^go, a long time ago. 

Tlii'-n alone in the bum I have oft rai.;r„] a prayer, 
Unto liiro who extends to the ravens Ms cure, 

And (has Sfrtisihr- fnr :~ J irt"iiJ*-> '■">' ■"'■' ;l lot '■" onilt.re, 
An unfriended orohiin boy, temp;™] anil poor; 

For e'en then J could fenl a!:> na : ; bK::ging me low, — 

A long timi! airo, u long time ago. 

My home, ala.i ! 't was no homo unto me; 
Ko smile from loyod parents, n. kind sympathy; 
So I sonant when de.sp:i"d.'nr, ;md lonely, liiid sad, 
SrjTU!! youthful cmiip:! :;■(:■] m, Hie ji>v!ri! and glad; 

'I' hoy first ;;ave the sweet poiaon,— 1 oonhl not say, no,— 

A lo'.^ time a:'?, a .'.e:^ time ago. 

7*1 v- ho^'ic i'.nd my grie"s we;o forgotten ov me. 

In the sweet poi.soned di-might 1 mhi™!i:- ;deusur3 and glee; 

I then was the happiest, merriest lad, 

The world seemed so ims-h;, ami my heart seemed 50 glnd; 

I rho-jgiit it a friend, hut. [ found it a foe,— 

A long lime ago, a long time ago. 

Those feverish dreams did bat shortly remain, 
And then followed remorse, contrition, and pain; 
I tried !o reform, hut. I only grew worse; — 
(1 why did I tsiitc of the poison ac iirst! 

But no friend was near, kind advice to bestow, — 

A long time ago, a long time ago. 



For now other scenes had attracted in 
A fair, gentle maiden, she loved me 
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A husband and father ! sad is the Bight, 
When these, icdtuv.co aiU-cUun-i should meet with a bit- 
My wife ! how I loved Ilc: 1 . no language can ted, 
And yot from my promises sadly I fell ! 

i a husomii! ! : .n:l ilnmkai'd? ;ili, yen ! it wm so; — 

A km;; time ago, a Imlllj time ago. 

Oyer years I wou'd now ■■:lsI oblivion's veil, 
If nol. by recalling 1 hope to prevail 
On some tempted youth the first step to beware 
Tiie many allarimaads (hut 's ipr-ead to ensnare : 

Much grief it -.-- :.■ . .1 :1 h:i.!i saved i;ie i r I had said, ns 

A long time ago, a long time ago. 

Life i» so dunging, lve ouunot remain 

One year to another exactly the same ; 

J I" the course is e'en downward, ! rapid the fall; 

The path of the drunkard is warning lo all; 

lint no voire was i.lii'.ii i-fi.lscel to warn me of woe ; — 

A long time ago, a long time ago. 

No voice ! ah, yes ! one gentle voice I did hear, 

Who gave her advice wi;h a sigh and a tea!'; 
The wife of a drunkard ! O hard was her task ; 
But neglect, grid', and sudc-:iig, relieved her at Inst. 

My wife ami my babe dea'.li removed from biilow;- 

A long time ago, a long time ago. 

When the day had "been passed in revelry, glee, 
And at night no home offered protection to me ; 

I would crawl to the churchyard, the moon shining bi 
An:l *il on t'ie grave of in 1 / wife the lono rigli: ] 

Not a friend had I then in the wide world below I - 

A long lime :ijt:i, a lung time ago. 
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Vu fair-mis of (lie O'.iiwisV, who snatched mo from de 
In talks for my rescue I now rsiise my breath. 

I wish that my heart yours since felt as now,— 
A long time ago, a bug time ago. 

Ve throngs, who are pressing to hear ma repeat 
My life's sari expedience. let ma current, 
'Touch not I taste not!' the danger is great; 
Beware of (lie tempter boibrc 't is too laic! 

1 speak from a heart that its ills well did know, - 
A luus viiiie ;i»ii, ii Song time ago. 

And thou, who for gain can extend to another 
Tho ])'iis.-nn.i!;s ';«[i ! i( is io thy brelher. 
That thou art- dispensing this misery, puin) 
He is a great loser ! but small is thy gnin; 

For the Look of tiie prophet * revealed thine own 

A long time ago, a long time ago. 



I.'i:,m: lumber, thy brothers arc pom- ! 

Go. liioii, nad .l.-liv^Tvr lie; 
Till. -!c wretched are v.rctchcd no more, 

Till all sluili be happy and free. 

Put on the whole armor of Godl 
For Christ and his kingdom declare; 

Where sorrow hath found an abode, 
Go, prove tSsyself conqueror there. 

» HabalikukSilS. 
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Go on with thy raei!..^ of love. 
And victory to you shall be giver. ; 

Commissions thus sent from above 
Are ever reward-nd in heiwen. 

In yonder ldr-=nd mansions above, 

Thou 'It soon meet with souls thou hast won | 
There find sh:i.!l pve.ide, find nppre-e 

Of deeds thou so nobly hast don:. 

Yes, brother, lie true to the cause; 

Be valiant and brave to the end. 

Love God, and obey all his laws, 

And thou shall have Him for thy friend. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 



At tin; request of mi-ny f iv-?j]-J. :! . J. ii"i induced to make this 
little addition to in; Autobiography ; a:id as the unfortunate 
affair of which it i? the subjoin. l:ns been extensively pub- 
lished, and generally commented on by the public press, 
I only deem it necessity :o sppend my oivn statement with 
the Report of the Committee of investigation appointed by 
the Church of which 1 am a member. 

Koxiwry, Bee 2d, 1845. J. B. GOTJGH. 



STATEMENT OE JOHN B. GOUGH. 



Although very weak, ami ivoni with intense suffering in 
body ami mind, yet i will deaiy t:o longer doiii^ that which 
I have ever intended :;k so:ja :ii ->: ;i;-.:k:al>le to do, vis. to giva 
a plain statement of fusU relative to Ibe nahappy circirai- 
sttwees in which I have oreii placed ■.vilhiri Uie past few 
weelis, I left heme on Ji"r.d:iy, the l;:l. instant, in company 
with Den. Grant, of ho-ion, and .Mr. Cynis E. Morse ; spoke 
in Vi'ejtb crouch in tlm evening; "-vent i.'ie next day to Spring- 
field, and on the yd, attended a Conver.tiou, at lUanfora; 
(poke tliree times tliai. .lay. -■.;>:, '.■.:: twice on the 4th, at West- 
Held, took leave of D^a. Grunt, and lady, and left in the 



letter lo mv wife bt- Mr. Morse, of which the following is ;ai 
extract: 'I hope to" meet vai on Mondav evening. If I did 
not feci that the duty of naallv arra::«in<r matters for the 
winter demanded my presence lu Mew York, I would come 
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111'.' ll::!-i. I i 

ni'dM. ii. v. •■■ 



home w 3 til Cyrus ; bid. I hope :.« spend a pleasact ami profit- 
able Sabbath in Brooklyn. 1 shall think of you,' &o., &c. 
My reason for going in' Xew York was to make n final ar- 
rangement for pari rif jnv time, and whnl pii.t-t, tills coming 
winter. I was to be in Montreal on the iltli inst. I agreed 

l.o M., at Albany, on M mday b» mint Sept 8th. I arrived 
at Sow York at I- or oalf-pa-t 0, or Kvidt'.y, the 5lh instant, 
loft my baggage with n potter u:i board the bout, to bring 
after me, anil walked l.o liie Croi.no Hotel. 1 took tea; my 
baggage arrived; I prccm-ed n room, ■.■■■out into it, arranged 
y' dross, to:d [hem 'here that .1 was gain;'; lo Brooklyn, and 
' return that, trgllt, 1 !i;-ye always keen made yvcl- 
y friend's iu Brooklyn; and ("kmo.v Mini, if tony 
were iiul mil, 1 should bo invited, to --i-y all night. About 
half-past 1 or S, I left (he Croi.ou, ended iit a store in Broad- 
way, and parohased a watch-guard. Wont to the store of 
Messrs. Sax ton & Miles ; stayed :he,ra a few minutes. On 
coming out, I had nob gHie' n do/e:i slops before 1 was ac- 
costed by a man wit a ' Hoie do you da, Mr. Gough?' Said 
I, ' Yon have the advantage of in; ; I am introduced to so 
many, that it is dimeiik fir .ns sometimes to reeogaiKC taern.' 

Said he, ' Mv name U W s, .loiia-.hnu Williams. I used 

to work in tiie same shop with yon in this e.ii.y, a good many 
years ago.' I replied. ' 1 do not remember it,' or something 
to that effect. He then said, ' You have got into a new busi- 
ness, "the temneranee. business;" do vou find it a good 
business?' 'Oh yes.' 1 told him, ! 1 find it a very good 
business.' Some other cauveisntiai'. earned, during which 
time we were walking slowly lo/dala;! 1 , when be said, ' I sup- 
pose you are so pioas new, and haeo ,'.:i: :o !jc so proud, that 
yen would rait drink a glass of soda with an old shopmate.' 
' yes, 1 would drink a gins, of sod: 1 , with anybody. 1 will 
drink a glass with you, if you will go in here.' We were 
then opposite to Thompson's. There" were, I should think, 
ten or twelve persons ninnd the founl i;n, when he said, ' We 
shall never gel served hers. I know a place where we can 
get bettor soda than wo oat: Lore.' Wo then crossed the 
street, and went down Clnnrd.ieis street to Chatham street, 
till we came to a small s':ien I! a via;;- no suspicions, I did not 
take particular nol ie.e of what kind of a shop it was. But I 
saw eon feel ion- 1 ry, mid a piisieuiiitrd sign, with ' Best Soda' 
on it. There are two or three of these eslul.dislimems in that 
vicinity: (owing to my wenansss, I did not visit the place 

rrevions ;.) my Icavint' New' York.) In! I have no doubt that 
oan identify ihe shop among the oihoi-.s. This man called 
for soda, asked me ' wlmt syrup I used,' said ' he used rasp- 
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berrv.' (I am pretty imv Ins said raspberry.) J said, 'I 
would take soma of the same.' 

from the founla ! Ill color.) This 

man took my glans, and handed ir. io me with his hand over 
the top of the glass. [I noticed iiLs hand, because 1 thought 
it was not a very gesilloitamly way of handing a glass.) 
However, I thought no more, uivt drank it. We than went 
into Chain hers si.reci. apr.n, and ll .1 to Hrondwav, together, 
when ha left me. Soon after ho iff; :ne,I fell a warm sensa- 
tion abont tlie lungs ano chest, with it visual exhilaration — 
and, for the first time, 1 began to suspect that it wns not all 
right.' This feeling increased, till 1 felt com riletely bewil- 
dered, with a desire for sniuotlmcc I knuw not what. I do not 
know that I ever full, so strangely i;i my life before. I do not 
know how long I walked, but must have walked some dis 
tanee, as 1 have some rccollcctij'i of seeinff the now whito 
church at the upper end of Broadway. During this time, I 
went into a grocery store, n.n..i got souse brandy — I do not 
knuw w!:erc, tan w'nether I ;i:ii ■. J :r i: (:■-.; L I recollect drink- 
ing. I became, eft or a lit': eVr.il a, bewi'.dcred nut] stupid, and 

dressed in black. 1 either accosted her, or she accosted me 
-llioh, as I was in such a state, that 1 
waited to think wlso it iv as. I do notre- 



1 do not know. There was a flight of stair?, but I 
have no recollection of jjoisig up those stairs. I remember 
nothing distinctly Ihiit. [■i- ■ :l iiiiri:.;: -l-.e whole time, till J 
wns taken away, except that 1 di-ank ; out what I drank, or 
how mueli. or how ofteu, I it now noili 1 :^. T have some idea 
that a man came there while 1 was there, because I felt atiuid 
of him. I have nn recollection of ;;o : .t]g out at all, after I 
first went in on I'riV.iiy oven [■..■■., a'.lh acji it is said that 1 was 
• ■ -■' veiling. I have no" reeolkciion either of 
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io recof.eotioii of crtim; at all. sllliutigl] the 
1 did eat, and askml a blo-sin- aia.l al'i. thai, 
prayed. I have no remembrance of this. I do not remeni- 
er purchasing a shirt, aithoa;-^ I hail a s(.i-asa:e shirt on mo 
■hen I was taken away. The '-iim-that 1 spent in that place 

ling that 1 cannvt I II 1 tie recollection of 
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Inv life Imw Ion;; I ii:>d I j ■. ■ » : : I here, and was astounded when 
I found that I luui been I here so Ion;;. When Mr. Camp 
eamc into the bouse. I rememosr llmt. I felt as if relief had 
come, and I said hi him, ' I'll, take me nwav from cliis : ' 1 
felt flail chut ™:k one bad eeme. He asked mo, how 1 came 
there. I told him, a man had put something in a glass of 
soda, which ha.il cra/.ed me. .He asked me his name. 1 gave 
it to him as ho gave i: to me, as near as I can recollect. 
Another man came in ivitii Mr. tlmnp: then Mr. Hayes came 
in, and took me hi n riiij-lii-je In Mr. liurlbnt's house, where 
I received the kini'msl. rare :\-m allciiriou, during the most 
severe trial of bodily sniVeim,: and mental agony i ever ei- 
perienced in my life. lJi-.yir,™ ti'e whole el' my sickness, I d-d 
net call Cor liquor, nor do I remember that I lelt any desire or 

This is my statement; to II: e truth of which I am willing 
lo stand through life in the Injur of death, and at the Judg- 
ment scat. Tn making tila statsmant, I do it not to palliate 
or excuse myself, but tn 'el! the 'rulli. In would have been 
much easier for me, if 1 hud time voluntarily and delibe- 
rately and drank, to have acknowledged it, and asked flic 
forgiveness of the puhlic, ami tarov.n myself on their mercy. 
Rut the all-seel];]; (led k:;o-,vs, and I knew, that it was not 
so; and my position is a peculiar one, beoause I have no 
proof [hut my' state: lie i it i, cor .■eel. Many will doubt; some 
will believe ; and I oan say, teal those who know me best. 
It has becu said by seme, that I used 



evfc me nrsL. il il:ls iieeu saio. e.v sijini-, u 
Now 1 declare rknl I neier had a particle 

iy life, to my ' 

kao-.v w'.iat il 



y mouth l:i my li:e. 1.0 my kuir,ciod;:c 
"but oi.ee, to kuo-.v want "it was, and 
, at Mr. [irerkenridge's store, lie showed 



■„,:.- r-,ly v. 



1 wished to see il. With regard to the 
.e to take (he soda — ' ■ '" 



jmlfo, 

nl aee, r.ivier slim:, I. I nu'ieml. s.ip.h'-iy 

Having no snspieions, I louk im 



s Jonathan Williams is. 
ever working with him, 
- ■'- right nan 



soounfler iIjb Friday !baf. 
! It l:1 1. tj J 



ty the same nijrht that I did, and left 
■ ""■■ id, and lha(. the v.lnilo 
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:of God, the- truth of 



me. WLt.h regard to the house i:i wiiieb I was found, it is 
said to be a house of ill-fame. I have uinlorstood that it was 
not; but bo that 03 it may, liad it been tl 



that T slum 1:1 have asked no r.nnsi.iors, or made no objooiioi 
And iiGB, in view of tlie pes;, T on;! say with .Fob, ' 



reat!\- ("cared, he. conn; inn:: in«; and 
.finid is (10:111? unto me.' J !:::v:.: ia;h:u ; 



and k ■. : ] 1 1 ■. j's;::i:j;; [Ills, I mil ■■ v I IJ i 1 1 jj. 1 'a 

dust where this fall Las nut me. I do noc presume uj say 

10 blame. I w.'i-s 1o blame la ;•■> v.-;::i a stranger; 



but when lie spoioi: of my being ton proud, T do nol. kr 
1 would have gone auy.ihero uith him. But atill I »*>» w 
blame. 1 may be considered, alio to blame for sotting that 
brandy, giving way 10 my das ires lor it; I ml, if iiiiter tears of 
repentance, ami eaiuss: '■.:■ 1 ■■..■■■■ . i'.- li -givaness, for that of 
which I might have been ™u:i:.v wi.ib.' under strong excite- 
ment, will avail thrrigh the innvy of Christ, I shall be for- 
given. To the Touioinaiice friends 1 am willing to bow; I 
am willing to he cid'hil Ihe ineanasl. of all engage:! ill the 
great cause; 1 a:u willing 1.0 Injur wiii; meekness their can- 
sure. To my brethren in the Cbarcb, I nm willing that they 
should do willi me. a:id ivine, as dievin their judgment may 
decide, sub- nit ting' In tiuau in ail thing* as thoy will. To 
those who may be psoiuilioed against ::.o, 1 blame you not 
for disbelieving r::y statement. ' i blame you not for all that 
you may say against :ua. By (rod's help', I will endeavor so 
to live ti:at you wii! respect :ne, and, by 

je. To tho 

mentioned iny sari 



and watchful uass, so in in ilnlain i::v iulagiitv, that 1 .shall 

:,-... To those editors uf ] 

<e with svmpathv 
ic.n say, tiait'gratit-.ide is a little word foi „ 
'ou. In tho hitter cups there arc same mercy drops; 



coulidance. '['11 those odious ■■>: pope's who have 

■ ■ ■ --■'■ svmputhy and consideration, I 

tie word for my feeling towards 



. is snared, my reason is spared. The he-arfs of in. .... . 

arc not shut up 11 gains I me. I 1 ' or :::ese mercies. 1 trust I feel 
thankful ; and whatever may ia: my I'aturo situation in life, 
I pray God that 1 may v live '■:-. to honor tin? profession that 
I have made; that 1 may be more huuilda, feel mora my de- 
pendence on God, am! by !i . grace become a more firm, con- 
sistent, uncompromising fi.a :■■": stio:^ drink, in all its forms, 



3 =>, Google 



^Google 



